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SONY CAMCORDERS 


SIGHT SOUND & EXCITEMENT! 
PHONE IN FOR SPECIAL OFFERS! 


ue, * Accessories 

vs * Home Studio 

* Batteries & Chargers 

* Tripods & Braces 

* Lenses & Filters 

* Cases, Straps & Jackets 
* Lights & Microphones 
* Remote Controllers 
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Free 5 year Guarantee __ 


on all new 21” TVs 
(up to August only) 


CCDV90 


SONY’S MAIN DEALER ~ 
432 EDGWARE ROAD - LONDON W2 
(OPPOSITE TEXACO GARAGE) 
TEL: 01-723 9616 TLX: 925886 FAX: 01-262 5131 


* MAIL ORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE « 


01-723 9616 
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Panasonic introduces a ‘Steadicam’ in the US. We report on 
the demise of camcorder shakes 


Cut-Price Camcorders ................... 


Popular models are plummeting in price to make way for new 
machines. We evaluate six 8mm format bargain buys from 
Vivitar, Fuji, Sony, Minolta and Canon 


What Future for CD Video? ............ 


Barry Fox looks at the chequered history of laser discs. 
What's gone before and what's coming up 


Silicon Tricks ...............cccccscccssceoees 


The second part of our investigation into multi-screen digital 


video 


An informal look at what's worth having on a video camera 


— and what's not 
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A free BIB video care kit for the best 
enquiry 


The only comprehensive guide to what's 
available in the world of video record- 
ers, cameras and camcorders. Prices, 
machine comments and test details all 
given 
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Have you missed a test or special fea- 
ture? Order back issue articles here 
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A seven-piece Altai video 
duplicating kit worth £9+ 


when you 
subscribe to 
WHAT 
VIDEO 


WHAT VIDEO will not only 
keep you up-to-date with 
information on the new VCRs 
and camcorders — it’s packed 
with bargain prices, the new 
films on video and our FREE 
What Satellite magazine with 
every issue. 

Subscribe for 12 months and 
when you complete this coupon 
(sorry, UK mainland only) we'll 
send you a FREE Altai video 
duplicating kit worth at least 
£9! 

In its own handy see-through 
wallet, this superbly-made set of 
plugs and leads gives you: 2 
metres lead — 2 phono plugs to 
2 phono plugs; 10cm lead — 
5-pin DIN plug to 2 phono 
sockets; 10cm LEAD — 6-pin 
DIN plug to 4 phono sockets; 2 
ADAPTORS (phono sockets TO 
PL25) UHF plugs; 2 ADAPTORS 
— phone socket to BNC; and 
an ADAPTOR for phono socket 
to 6.3mm jack plug. 

Remember, this is a limited 
offer ONLY when you 
subscribe using the coupon 
below. 
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LARGEST cms Panasonic 
DEALER IN Bi RMINGHAM 


Potro 


NV-G45B 


@ WE STOCK full range of Panasonic 
videos, Camcorders and televisions. 


@ Best prices and after sales service. 


@ A comprehensive range of Panasonic 
accessories stocked. 


Available soon SVHS videos and camcorders. 


Export models of Panasonic VCRs and TVs 
also available from stock. 


ORIENTAL STAR AGENCIES LTD. 


548/550, MOSELEY ROAD, BIRMINGHAM B12 9AD. U k 
Tel: 021-449 6437 — Cable: DISCASIA BIRMINGHAM 
Telex: 858893 FLETEL G OSA — FAX: 021-449-5404 
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Super VHS aims for 
domination by 1992 


JVC IS. predicting that S-VHS will 
take two-thirds of home video 
sales by 1992 — and 85 per cent 
by 1997. 

At the official launch of Euro- 
pean S-VHS in Munich (some six 
weeks after first demonstrations in 
London), journalists and dealers 
from all over the continent were 
treated once more to the highly 
impressive displays of detail and 
sharpness from the uprated 
system. 

Also demonstrated were JVC's 
first PAL camcorders in both full 
size and ‘C’ format S-VHS. Relay- 
ing images from a still life scene, 
they displayed excellent detail, 
especially of natural textures, al- 
though colour reproduction from 
these prototype machines was 
rather ruddy and there was some 
picture instability. 

JVC still plans to launch its first 
UK S-VHS deck in October with 
the camcorders following end- 


‘88/early-'89. 

S-VHS progress in Japan is de- 
scribed as ‘highly encouraging’ 
with an expected share of 20 per 
cent of VCR sales by the end of this 
year, fuelled by many more firms 
introducing such models — some 
as low as 170,000 Yen (£700). 

Shizuo Takano, JVC executive 
vice-president and affectionately 
known as ‘Mr VHS’, admitted that 
S-VHS will not succeed without 
software support — which at the 


moment seems pretty thin. But he 
also believes that the opportunities 
for improved broadcast and pre- 
recorded picture performance al- 
ready exist and that S-VHS can 
meet that demand. 

JVC .announced it is to start 
making S-VHS duplicating equip- 
ment for Europe although even in 
Japan, it expects no more than six 
or seven movies on S-VHS by the 
end of 88. 

See also Letters. 


Advanced graphics 
for Amiga Micro 


TWO NEW advanced graphic 
computer: utilities have been 
launched for the Amiga home 
computer, aimed at the creative 
camcorder user. 

Photon Paint, from Activision, is 
a versatile painting tool with an 
impressive array of brush functions 
for professional quality computer 
artwork. 

It includes a 64-colour working 
palette, with a choice of 4096 
hues; tilt/rotate/3D imaging; two 
types of fill function and transpar- 
ent or opaque backdrops for gen- 
lock effects. It sells for £69.99. 

From Electronic Arts comes De- 
luxe Photo Lab, an image process- 
ing program priced at £69.95. 

This can handle images up to 20 
times the Amiga screen size — 
depending on available memory 
— while the operator can work on 
artwork from different screens, cut- 
ting and pasting between them. 

Paintbox tools include 16 built- 
in brushes, an adjustable airbrush, 
anti-aliasing, polygons and 18 dif- 
ferent drawing modes. 

A print function will allow com- 
puterised images to be printed out 
in any size, up to 3m by 3m. 

Deluxe Photolab is also fully IFF 
compatible, allowing picture files 
to be transferred from one pro- 
gram to another, for video post 
production use. 

Look for a major round-up of 
painting tools for video, coming 
soon. 
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Hi-spec Canon on the way 


CANON IS to introduce another 
new 8mm camcorder this autumn 
and it's likely to be more advanced 
than its recent introduction, the 
VM-E70 (tested last month). 

The E708 is already available in 
Japan and features an 8x, 8.5- 
68mm power zoom lens with ma- 
cro and autofocus, selectable light 
metering system, 360,000-pixel 
CCD imaging chip and a black or 
white fader. 

It also has digital signal process- 
ing, wireless remote control, a 
built-in character generator, spe- 


cial effects including sepia images 
and solarisation, and 1/5000 and 
1/000 second fast shutter speeds. 

Not all these features may be 
present on the new Canon when it 
hits our stores but it should prove 
an interesting alternative to high- 
spec Sony 8mm camcorders. 

Canon is also expanding its 
dealerships, particularly in the 
electrical sector rather than its tra- 
ditional stronghold of photo- 
graphic outlets, so the camcorders 
should be much more widely 
available. 


ells 


Pocket colour 
Citizen TV 


A NEW miini-telly from Citizen 
adds to the growing range of 
pocket colour TVs based on liquid 
crystal technology. 

The diminutive 2V/2in. screen is 
bolstered with a colour control 
knob and telescopic UHF aerial. It 
also has a built-in stand and hood 
to reduce glare. 

Powered by four AAA batteries, 
it's priced at £149. 

For more on pocket TV technol- 
ogy read our triple tiny TV test on 
p72, this issue. 


CITIZEN 


Surround sound 
headphones 


SURROUND SOUND _head- 
phones are the latest AV accessory 
from Marantz. Compatible with its 
own range of amps, with separate 
jacks for front and rear channel 
information the HP1DB_head- 
phones feature the three dimen- 
sional effect of Dolby and Matrix 
surround sound, as found on pre- 
recorded hi-fi video software. 
They're priced at £49.90. 
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@ DOUBLE-AZIMUTH 3-HEAD (DA-3) SYSTEM 

@ NOISELESS SLOW MOTION AT 5 SPEEDS 
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WALLASEY 
051-691 1515 


WALSALL 
0922 720787 


WARRINGTON 

0825 444970 
SUTTON WIDNES 
-643 0540_| 051-420 8866 


Terms of sale to be negotiated. 


STOCKPORT 
061-480 7770 


0782 280275 


Smm Sony triad 


THREE 8mm camcorders are com- 
ing from Sony in the next month. 

First up is the £899.95 CCD- 
F330 which incorporates the digi- 
tal title/graphic superimposer 
introduced on the CCD-V50, an 
f1.6, 12-72mm 6x power zoom 
lens with macro, date/time titling, 
through-the-lens autofocus, flying 
erase head, FM mono sound, and 
13 lux minimum light requirement. 

It uses a 2/3in. CCD image pick- 
up with 320,000 pixels (gross) and 
an omnidirectional microphone. 
Weight, including tape and bat- 
tery, is 1.5kg. 

Due in September are the CCD- 
F340 and the CCD-SP5. 

The former will cost £1099.95 
and carries no less than six fast 
shutter speeds ranging from 1/50 
to 1/4000 second for the sports 
action freak. It, too, has a digital 
superimposer but a lower light 
rating of 7 lux and an f1.4, 9- 
54mm 6x power zoom lens. It 
weighs 1.3kg all up. 

Standard accessories include a 
soft case, battery, charger, RF con- 
nections, 15-minute tape and 
shoulder strap. 

The £1299.95 SP5 has an al- 
most identical specification but is 
housed in a ‘splash-resistant’ yel- 
low case. It includes multiple high 
shutter speeds, frame advance, 
edit switch, black-and-white elec- 
tronic viewfinder and LCD infor- 
mation display. 

According to Sony, the SP5 ‘is 
the camcorder to complement the 
active lifestyle. 


Above: £1300 Sony SP5. Below: £1000 Tamron two-piece 8mm. 
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Tamron debuts 
two-piece ‘corder 


TAMRON IS launching a two- 
piece 8mm camcorder unit for 
£999.99. 

The CX-7 Movie 8, distributed 
by Johnsons of Hendon, features 
an f1.4, 6x power zoom lens (9- 
54mm) autofocus, twin recording 
speeds, 1/50, 1/700 and 1/1400 
second fast shutter options, auto 
white balance, backlight compen- 
sator, record review, date titling, 
macro, still frame, cue/review, skip 
search and an edit switch. 

Its novel attribute is the ability to 
detach the playback deck from the 
camera recording unit when out 
filming, thus reducing the weight of 
the latter part to just 1.1kg. 

Despite this being Tamron’s first 
camcorder, the company already 
claims to make over 25 per cent of 
the lenses on current video cam- 
eras produced worldwide. 

Contact: Johnsons of Hendon, 
Hempstalls Lane, Newcastle, Staffs 
ST5 OSW. Tel: 0782 615131. 


Image comp 


POTENTIAL ENTRANTS to the 
Image Group’s Video Photo- 
grapher Of The Year competition 
(see August, p7) should contact: 
Camera Weekly, Haymarket Pub- 


lishing, 105-107 Teddington 
Road, Teddington, Middlesex (tel: 
01-977 8787) — and not Colin 
Major. 


More budget- 
busters from 
Ferguson 


FERGUSON HAS added two new 
models to its range of budget VCRs 
under £350. 

Placed alongside the budget 
FV20B, the latest decks share iden- 
tical black styling but vary the 
feature specification according to 
price. 

The FV21R adds an LCD to the 
transmittable remote handset that 
appeared on the £299.99. FV20. 
Other features include a basic in- 
dex search facility, a child lock and 
an on-screen graphic when in 
pause mode. Price £329.99. 

The £349.99 FV22L adds Long 
Play to this specification. 

Ferguson has simultaneously 
launched three new FST TVs; the 
basic 51cm 51J7 which comes 
with a remote control (£319.99), 
the 51J7 which adds Fastext 
(£359.99) and the 59cm 59J7 
(£399.99), again with Fastext. 

All three monitor style sets are 
finished in black and come com- 
plete with a video shelf. 


The £350 Ferguson FV22 with Long Play and index search. 


Aico/Harma’s £99 
video copy stand 
with optional 
lighting unit. 
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Cine-to-video 
from Aico 


A NEW range of video accesso- 
ries has been launched by Aico 
International, under the Harma 
brand name. 

Products include a colour nega- 
tive copier for video transfers 
(£115.95) and the Telescreen, a 
cine-to-video converter (£32.95 
and £15.95 respectively). 

New copying stands include the 
Harma-6220, with its non-vibrat- 
ing 760mm column, and matt fin- 
ish baseboard with positioning 
lines. 

It's priced at £99.95 with an 
optional lighting unit (the 6226 
priced at £109.95). 

A second more substantial 
copying stand, the Harma 6200, is 
priced at £229.95. Its reinforced 
central column is 900mm high and 
houses a video camera bracket for 
horizontal and vertical adjustment. 

Single lamps are available for 
both copy units priced £22.95. 
They feature individual clamps for 
attachment to the stands and twin 
joints for bright and even 
illumination. 
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£579 Pioneer CD 


Video player is 
go for fall 


PIONEER HAS officially commit- 
ted to an October launch for its 
£579 CLD-1200 combination 
CD/CD Video/Laser Disc player. 

The machine features a new 
single-element moulded plastic 
optical lens, smaller and lighter 
than anything seen before, and 
designed to enhance focus 
sensitivity. 

At the London launch, demon- 
strations of UK-pressed PAL CD 
Video singles, played on the CLD- 
1200, were enormously impres- 
sive. The clarity of the video clearly. 
surpassed previous displays of PAL: 
CD-Video. 

The new lens is coupled with an 
ultra small pick-up assembly that 
converts and amplifies the laser- 
read signal. 

A single motor system is em- 
ployed to spin all sizes of disc, from 
8cm mini CD singles (which can be 
played without an adaptor) to full- 
size 30cm LaserVision platters. 

Curiously, the player has no trick 
play capability and is unable to 
access still-frames and slo-motion 
FX from Active Play mastered LV 
discs. Obviously this makes it unat- 
tractive to those with large CAV 


Bauer clones 
video camera 


NEW FROM Bauer Bosch is the 
VCE-412 video camera, an F10 
clone sourced from Panasonic and 
priced at £1499. 

It features a 2/3in. CCD imager 
with a 334,000 pixel count de- 
signed for improved picture qual- 
ity. It has an adjustable iris, a 12x 
zoom (f1.6 10.5-126mm) and a 
top shutter speed of 1/000 sec. 
Low light capability is rated at 10 
lux. 

It comes with the VGL-400 gen- 
lock synchroniser which allows for 
multiple camera set ups and 
mixing. 


What Video September 1988 


LaserVision libraries. 


As with previous Pioneer LV’ 


players, optional CX noise reduc- 
tion circuitry is employed. 

The company also intends to 
offer a £150 trade-in deal to 
owners of earlier Pioneer laser 
disc machines, like the LD-700. 

Unfortunately, a question mark 
still hovers over the credibility of 
CD Video software. 

Although nearly all the major 
UK record companies were pre- 
sent at the Pioneer unveiling, they 
maintained an ominous collective 
silence when asked if they planned 
to support the new format. 

To: date, only Polygram has 
committed to a CD Video cata- 
logue. It plans to have 68 £5 
12cm CD Video singles, 16 £11 
20cm video EPs and 70 £20 
30cm discs on sale this autumn. 

At Polygram’s recent inter- 
national conference in Marbella, 
senior vice-president Michael 
Kuhn urged support for CD Video. 
He described the main threat to 
the new technology as ‘compla- 
cency from the record industry’. 

There are no plans for an early 
release of movies on CDV. 


Better blanks 
from TDK 


TDK HAS improved the formula- 
tion of its Extra High Grade VHS 
blank tape. 

The updated cassette mixture 
features newly developed ultra- 
fine Super Avilyn particles, an im- 
proved binder and _ increased 
packing density. 

Luminance signal/noise ratio is 
improved by +0.8dB and chro- 
minance S/N +1.0dB over pre- 
vious EHG brands. 

The tape also has a purity index 
of 259, up from 188, making it 
comparable to Pro grade tape 
quality. The blanks will be avail- 
able from September. 

TDK is also running a special 
promotion on its VHS-C blank cas- 
settes. The Professional Starter 
Pack includes three tapes — two 
Extra High Grade and an addi- 
tional HD-X Pro blank for the price 
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of three Extra High grade tapes. 
The pack is expected to retail for 
£18.88. 


£1159 Nordmende 
camcorder 


NEW FOR videographers from 
Nordmende is the CV-2201, a 
GR-45 clone camcorder sourced 
from JVC. 

Retailing at £1159, the VHS-C 
format camcorder boasts two re- 
cording speeds, fast shuttering, a 
fade facility and 6x power zoom. 
All up weight is 1.5kg. 

The machine is finished in metal- 
lic black and comes with battery, 
charger, RF modulator and tape 
adaptor. 


£500 digital deck from Panasonic 


PANASONIC HAS added an- 
other digital deck to its range of 


video recorders. 

The £499.95 NV-D48 supple- 
ments picture-in-picture with multi- 
strobing, frame sampling and 
digital intro-scan, an advanced 
search system that surveys 10 sec- 
ond of an indexed point before 
freezing the image in a sub-screen. 

Once again Panasonic have 
bundled a digital scanner pen for 
time shifting the 8-event/1 month 
timer. 

Other features include smooth 
slow motion and still frame ad- 
vance. A real time counter allows 
for exact indexing of a given point 
on a tape and synchro edit en- 
ables more accurate editing when 
used with a Panasonic camcorder, 
via a unified remote control. 

Note it does not have twin 
speeds, as we inadvertently stated 
last month. 
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VIDEO RECORDERS 


PANASONIC 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
ON ALL PRODUCTS 


VHS FULL-SIZE 


PANASONIC — Cont. 


NV-G12B Remote Programmable ... PHONE Ferguson FC04 Special Offer........ 1029.90 
0 AMSTRAD NV-G21B Remote Programmable ... PHONE Panasonic NV-M5 ............ i 
| NV-G25B Remote Programmable . PHONE —_panseoric NV-M7B Now 
NV-G40 New... ... 399.90 
FINANCE NV-G45 New... “449:90 | 8mm FORMAT 
Full Size VHS Camcorder . PHONE — Canon VME2 Special Offer ........... PHONE GRUNDIG 
AKAI NV-O8S New Dini... ~- 499-90 Sony CCD-V30 MI... PHONE 40-345 15” Remote ......-......... PHONE 
0 NV-D80 Digital H PHONE Sony CCD-V50 PHONE —P55-245.21” FST Remote PHONE 
WSQBEK  ccaviscansarvcovanessnsnniavice PHONE _NV-H70NewHi-Fi..................-- PHONE y “ ly emote .. ‘ 
0 Sony CCD-V90 Pro .. .. PHONE Laat cal : — 
Sony CCD-V100 . "Stereo . 
M63-370 25" Stereo PHONE 
FINANCE ae PORTABLE ee _ 
Mm ” Stereo 5 
P M70-390 28" Stereo... PHONE 
0 PIONEER RECORDERS M82-395/9TT 32” Stereo TV ......... PHONE 
VR-515 NEW ... M95-390/9TT 38” Stereo TV ......... PHONE 
0) VR-707 Hi-Fi Sp AND CAMERAS SONY 
FINANCE SANYO PANASONIC KV 14GB nnn 
K ( bs emote. . sat 
VER 3300 epee . ~ KV-1442UB Remote. . 
R-D KV-19XMTU .......... 
re) sve KV-21XMTU Mono Te 
. SONY KV-21XR Stereo ......... 
0 HRD-230EK Twin Speed, LCD.........-..., EVS800 Digital Hi-Fi..........seeseee. KV-21XRTU Stereo Text 
Remote .............. sve KV-27XRTU Stereo Text 
FINANCE HRD-320EK New . CAMCORDERS VIDEO 
HRD-330 4-Head ..... VHS-C FORMAT CX60G6 
HRD-400EK New with LCD. JVCGR-C9EK 499.99 C140EK/KM .. ACCESSORIES 
0 Remote... DMO GRGIIEN ccvesacrorencers case CUTUNOM. Sony NP-11 Batt PHONE 
. : .. 599. y IY evseammcrteaienis 
0] HRD-530 Nicanv/Hi-Fi JVC GR-C7EK.... "99.99 PANASONIC Sony NP-22 Battery .. ...» PHONE 
HRD 700EK New Digital .... JVC GR-45E New 8 Head . -PHONE = TC-303" Monitor/TV ............000.. PHONE  SonyNP-4000 Battery ... PHONE 
GRUNDIG Ferguson FCO6 .... PHONE = 1C-1100G Monitor/TV . ..PHONE Panasonic VBCS Battery ... PHONE 
FINANCE = Ferguson FCO5 . PHONE i " Panasonic VB30 Battery.............. PHONE 
VS3B0 HEFL nates 2azoneastien PHONE ergus TC-1675 16” Remote... PHONE 4 
* Hitachi VMC30 .... PHONE a Panasonic AC18 Car Cord for 
VS520 New LCD Remote inc. .............000 Panasonic NVMC5 “PHONE _—‘1C-1665 16” Remote PHONE BOG e a eo et 
0 Teletext .............. Panasonic NVMC10 TX-1 Text Remote ... ..PHONE — Panasonic VWACMIE Car Cord for 
oO VS540 NEW Hi-Fi. Toshiba SK-60P TXC74 Stereo/Text ........cccccescees PHONE — Camcorders .........00c.csccsceesees PHO! 
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d) PIONEER’ 


The future of sound and vision. 


SPECIAL OFFER 


FINANCE A Hi-Fi Stereo Video at £379.90 


Features include: 
@ H Q circuitry 
@ 8-hour recordings on audio 


@ Hi-Fi stereo playback and recordings 
@ TV-FM simulcast recording facilities 
@ 4-event-31-day programme timer @ Full function infra-red remote control 
@ Auto-tracking feature @ Super still and slow motion 

@ Independent left and right channel @ Recording level controls 

@ Slim 8cm design 


MRP £499.90 — NOW £379.90 


This offer is applicable to our offer on interest free credit (over six months), available to callers and mail order clients. 
No deposit is required, no payments are to be made for 30 days, just pay six equal payments by either standing order or payment book. It's simple!!! 


Call now and ask for more details. 


SONY CCDV90 PRO 
Available Now 
EXTENTION WARRANTIES 
We can offer extended warranties on all products on top of the normal manufacturers 
warranties provided. Please ask for details. 


MAIL ORDER 

If you want to order by mail, just call and quote your credit card details and allow 4-5 days 
for delivery which costs just £5.00 by Securicor, including full insurance cover to the value 
of the consignment. (This charge applies to all products, except TV’s.) 
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FINANCE 
MODEL VR-707 
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FINANCE 


PANSONIC NVM7B 
Phone now for Price 


PANSONIC NVMC10B 
Phone now for Price 
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FINANCE 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
We are currently offering INTEREST FREE CREDIT on all products over six or nine months. It 
can be obtained by callers or by mail order as well. No deposits required and there is 
nothing to pay for the first 30 days. Payment is by payment book or standing order. Ask for 
details. 

EXTENDED CREDIT TERMS 

If you would like to have credit over a longer period of time, we can offer a very special rate 
of interest over 12, 18, 24, 30, 36 or 60 months at 11% flat (21-5% APR). Ask for details. 


SOME GOOD ADVICE... 


Buying a camcorder can be an awesome task. Which one do you choose 
that is right for you and whose advice do you listen to? It can be a very 
frustrating experience .. . and a very costly one if you make a mistake! 
That’s why our approach in assisting our clients has been so highly 
commended. We invite you to come to our pleasant, clean showroom 
and talk to our sales staff. After acertaining what sort of machine you’re 
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wczz ELECTRONICS n= 


344 REGENTS PARK ROAD, 
FINCHLEY CENTRAL, LONDON N3 2LJ 


|FINANCE 


oO after, we will prepare a shortlist of perhaps 2-3 camcorders which can all Telephone: 01-349 1166 

be demonstrated to you, and you too can use them all, thereby giving you Telex: 25247 “Attn: NUT” Fax: 01-346 2268 
0] the all-important chance to buy in complete confidence. The service is Open 6 days 9.30 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. Monday — Saturday 
FINANCE =a by keen competive: desks: Fist. aa).e Degdtated wit oy, N.B. Store is Closed on Friday Lunchtimes only from 12.45pm to 2.15pm. 
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Canon expands 
still video range 


CANON HAS upgraded its RC- 
701 still video camera and added 
a second model to its range. 

The existing machine will be 
replaced by the RC-760, which 
incorporates a newly developed 
600,000 pixel CCD imaging chip 
and a brighter, more accurate, 
laser matte viewing screen with 
split image rangefinder. 

Held over from the earlier mod- 
el is automatic date recording, an 
auto white balance system and six 
mode auto exposure function. 


The SV format enabled 50 still 
images to be recorded electroni- 
cally on a 2in. erasable floppy 
disc. 

New to the Canon SV range is a 
black and white version of the RC- 
701, aimed at the news, sport and 
surveillance photography market. 
The models will sell for £2930 and 
£1930 respectively. 

Supporting the launch of these 
extraordinary cameras is a dedi- 
cated SV 13-52mm f1.8 zoom 
lens, priced at a meagre £465. 


Video digitiser 
for Atari ST 


SOFTWARE SPECIALIST A-Magix 
has brought out a video digitiser 
for the Atari ST micro enabling any 
PAL TV picture to be computer 
enhanced. 

The unit, called a Video Turbo- 
dizer, is a small black box which 
plugs into the Atari ST’s ROM port 
and facilitates the sampling of off- 
air TV, VCR or camcorder images, 
for processing in a paintbox-style 
software package. The controlling 
program is compatible with Degas 
Elite, Neochrome, Quantum Paint- 
box and Art-Director utility discs. 

The unit can digitise up to 25 
pictures per second, in either red, 
blue, green or grey. It sells for 
£149.95. 

Contact: The Silica Shop, 1-4 
The Mews, Hatherley Road, Sid- 
cup, Kent DA1 4DxX. Tel. 01-309 
1111. 


Filmfest underway 
THE ANNUAL Surrey Film Festival 


is once more underway, welcom- 
ing amateur films in any format 
from any age group. 

The closing date for entries is 
October 12, with the best films 
premiered at the Bourne Confer- 
ence Centre, Ewell, Surrey on No- 
vember 12. 

A Philips video recorder, CD 
and radio cassette are the three 
main prizes donated by Dixons, 
with a portable TV for the best 
junior entry. 

For an entry form, contact: Mar- 
tin Gammon, 2 Mulberry Court, 
Gilliat Drive, Merrow Park, Guild- 
ford, Surrey GU4 7EQ. Tel. 0483 
504734. 


High-grade 
package deal 

WHY NOT sample Maxell’s high- 
grade video tape when you buy 
an E-180 twinpack? 

The highly rated HGX Gold 
brand will be included alongside 
the standard EX at a special price 
of £7.49 until the end of August. 


What Video September 1988 


Four-way junction box 


A NEW 4-way video amplifier 
from Labgear Cablevision pro- 
vides four BNC line outputs from a 
single BNC video input. 

The unit also features a loop- 
through facility allowing the signal 


to continue through to other 
equipment where required. 

Contact: Labgear Cablevision 
Limited, PO Box 182, Abbey 
Walk, Cambridge CB1 2QN. Tel. 
0223 66521. 


JVC HAS established its own pro- 
fessional video division in the UK, 
taking over from Bell & Howell 
which has distributed such pro- 
ducts for 18 years. 

The first equipment from. the 
new set-up is a wide range of S- 
VHS professional machines. 

These include a portable re- 


Wide range of pro S-VHS 


corder, the BR-S410, which can 
be mated with the KY-15E triple- 
CCD camera to form a somewhat 
hefty camcorder (above). 

Other models are the BR-S610 
recorder and BR-S810 editing 
deck, multi-format frame synch- 
roniser, and mulfi-system monitors. 

More details next month. 


| Camcorder goodies 


free from Ferguson 


BUY A Ferguson camcorder be- 
fore September and if/ll throw in a 
free accessory. 

With the VHS FC04 you pick up 
two E180 blank tapes, and the 
choice between a directional mic, 
a high capacity battery or a tripod. 

Free with the VHS-C FCO6, is 
one EC30, and the choice 
between a super high capacity 
battery, a high capacity battery 
with two more blanks or a car 
battery adaptor. 

In another bid to encourage 
consumer interest in camcorders, 
Ferguson has also produced a 
short booklet outlining the basic 
principles of videography. Moving 
Moments is available free from 
Ferguson dealers. 


Tape organiser 
for video collectors 


VIDEO FAX is a loose leaf person- 
al organiser for keeping track of 
complicated tape collections. 
Housed in a standard VHS cas- 
sette sleeve, it divides into colourful 
sections and includes a write and 
wipe planner and a pen. It’s priced 
at £7.95. 

Also available is a countdown 
gauge, which when placed next to 
the cassette window estimates re- 
maining tape time. The gauge 
works for any format and is priced 
at just £1.99. 


TURNS EVEN 
THE MOST BASIC 
CAMCORDER INTO 
A VERSATILE 
VIDEO SYSTEM. 


An exciting new range of products suitable for most Camcorders. 


@ Camcorder telephoto lenses @ Camcorder power and light sets 
@ Camcorder wide angle lenses @ Camcorder video lighting 

@ Camcorder on-board batteries @ Camcorder holdalls 

@ Camcorder hands-free support @ Camcorder video head cleaners 
@ Camcorder portable power cells (8mm, VHS/c and VHS) 


Available from: LONDON AREA DEALERS 


COLOURAMA 2000 LTD HARP ELECTRONICS 
32 Church Road, Northolt, Middx. 237 Tottennam Court Road, London W1. 
01-841 4321 01-636 4611 


ASK ELECTRONICS HI-WAY HI-FI LTD 
248 Tottenham Court Road, London W1. 313/315 Edgware Road, London. 
01-637 0353 01-402-244] 


HI SPEK ELECTRONICS S.D.B. 
344 Regent Park Rd, Finchley Central London N3. 120 Uxbridge Rd, Shepherds Bush Green London. 
01-349 1166 01-749 7355 


PRC ' j j 
450 Romford Road, Forest Gate London E7. (and leading photographic and video stores) 


OpTEex’ 


VIDEO ELECTRONICS 


OPTEX, Tasco House, 17 Mill Lane, Old Welwyn, Herts AL6 9EU 
Telephone: (043871) 8671 
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Share your video viewpoints with the rest of our readers. 
Comments, praise, criticism, philosophy are all welcome 
— and we give out free blank tapes from Fuji for the best 
published each month. Send your contributions to WHAT 


VIDEO Letters, 57-59 Rochester Place, London NW1 
9JU. Please keep your letters short. 


What future for S-VHS? 


HAS STANDARD VHS reached 
its limits of picture performance? 

WHAT VIDEO has shown that 
some decks reach 260 lines of 
resolution (equivalent to.2.5 MHz 
bandwidth), up from the 
average of 240/250 lines. 

In a review of the Sharp VC- 
D801 in another magazine B/W 
was 2.7 MHz, ie 280 lines! | also 
understand that the maximum B/ 
W possible is 3 MHz ie 310 
lines! If this is possible for future 
decks, then as normal TV 
resolution is around 360 lines, the 
question is do we need S-VHS? 

Possibly not as WHAT VIDEO'S 
July edition found little difference 
in off-air recordings of S-VHS. 

How can S-VHS possibly 
succeed? 

Standard VHS quality can be 
good, there is a massive choice 
of pre-recorded material and 
prices are low. More importantly 
though, the British public after 
many years has accepted 
standard VHS as the UK home 
standard and will reject further 
change. 

The only way for S-VHS to 
become the home format of the 
future is to force it to do so, by 
the. following measures: 

@ JVC must ‘kill’ off VHS by 
withdrawing manufacturing 
licences, but encourage S-VHS/ 
VHS combined decks only. 

@ Pre-recorded high quality S- 
VHS tapes must be made widely 
available for purchase and hire. 
@ Blank tape prices for S-VHS 
must be reduced to realistic levels 
(€6-£7 for an E180). 

@ Limit the extra cost of budget 
S-VHS decks to £50, and £150 
for ‘luxury’ models. 

@ Offer trade-in deals to convert 
from VHS to S-VHS/VHS 
standard decks. 

| would like to see S-VHS 
succeed, but as a realist | feel it 
will be rejected by the public and 
will be practically obsolete in 
three years time. Only S-VHS 
camcorders will succeed. 

Even if S-VHS does succeed, 
then the quality of pre-recorded 
material will have to substantially 
improve. Many film titles for hire 
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are of. abysmal quality, such: as 
Star Trek IV, which was blurred 
and grainy beyond belief! Is there 
no regulation of pre-recorded 
video quality? 

On the hi-fi aspect of VHS, 
one thing | haven’t-heard 
mentioned is a severe transient 
‘crackle’, which | believe is caused 
by a.tape dropout. The selection 
of tape type will determine how 
bad this is. The problem is 
minimised by using ‘hi-fi’ grade 
tapes. 

One aspect:| must criticise of 
WHAT VIDEO is the star rating 
for audio performance. 
Panasonic models NV-D80B (hi- 
fi) and NV-G21B (non-hi-fi) were 
both given 5 stars; also all-hi-fi 
decks seem to. get 5 stars, but 
some are better than others 
when the report is read. This is 
inconsistent and leads to 
confusion. 

Also, with regard to. picture 
definition, you could perhaps 
reinforce your line resolution (a 
subjective test) rating with a 
bandwidth figure, or better still a 
photograph of a frequency 
response sweep. This | feel 
would help. the readers to make 
accurate objective comparisons 
between machines. 

It may seem obvious, but why 
don't you review blank video 
tape performance? The only 
guide | know of is a ‘Which’ 
report once a year. I'd prefer 
your advice, so how about a 
twice yearly review? 

Sorry to go on a bit, but I've 
one final message to Steve May: 
Hellraiser was really tame; The 
Thing is a much better stomach 
chumer! 


Je Lister, 
Leeds 
@ Tape Winner 


Copy quality 


query 

LIKE POSSIBLY many other of 
your readers, my object is to 
produce the best possible VHS 
copies for friends and relatives 
etc. 


| read that S-VHS into a 
composite video input results in a 
300-lines plus picture — but what 
happens when that is recorded 
on to VHS? Is the resulting VHS 
copy dramatically better than 
straightforward VHS-to-VHS? 

| would love to see some test 
reports on this in my next issue of 
WHAT VIDEO. 

W Binch, 
Nottingham 


We have yet to test this, but the 
VHS copy from S-VHS should be 
better than VHS-to-VHS since 
the source will be that much 
higher in quality — although of 
course it won't improve on master 
VHS recordings. 


Audio hitch 
on Pro 200 


| HAVE just bought a Sony. Pro 
200 which really is excellent 
apart from some reservations 
regarding its audio capabilities. | 
find compared to my V8AF (still 
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Panasonic’s oriental MSI S-VHS 
camcorder — the only future for 
the format? 


giving good service) that using 
the internal stereo mic produces 
noticeably more (almost 
unusable) drum/handling noise 
in comparison. 

Using the bass cut filter helps 
but if used indoors, ie, without 
wind noise, it sounds very 
unnatural. 

| have used an AT-9300 
connected ‘externally’ which 
completely solves the problem 
but is only mono of course. Using 
two different makes of electret 
stereo mics connected to the ‘ext’ 
inputs as before, eliminates 
handling rumble but on PCM 
playback produces a discernible 
high frequency flutter to the 
sound — not heard if Std 
(Mono) playback is used. 

Experimenting with the 
adjustable input levels has no 
noticeable increase or reduction 
on the H.-F. flutter. 

Any suggestions or comments 
from readers would be most 
welcome. 

Stan Westwood, 
Bristol 


FREE FUJI TAPE FOR BEST LETTER 


Problems mixing two camcorders into the 
Panasonic MX10. 


< Do you know 
your remote? 


IN YOUR review of the Sony 
EVS-800, in July's issue, you 
point out that there is no facility 
for remote setting of the timer. Is 
this feature really necessary? 

If people are so lazy that they 
need to sit down to programme 
the machine, why not continue 
to do so and watch the 
programme? 

| have an EVS-700 and the 
remote does not half the 
functions of the EVS-800, yet | 
rarely use it. | wonder how many 
people know how to use all the 
functions of their remotes? 


JUST BECAUSE CD Video players 
have been mysteriously absent 
from dealers’ shelves these last 
nine months (following the 
planned November 1987 launch) 
it doesn’t mean there has been no 
sign of CD Video whatsoever, 
writes Philip Parr. 

Isolated discs have been making 
it into the shops since last Septem- 
ber when Polygram set the ball 
rolling with the release of Level 
42's It’s Over. 

Without much in the way of 
prior warning, a reputed 5,000 
copies were distributed to record 
dealers and snapped up by eager 
consumers within weeks. 

For their £4.99 and upwards 
(quite a bit upwards in some in- 
stances it would seem many deal- 
ers made much of the collectability 
of this first disc in the new format), 
purchasers could enjoy the 18 
minutes of digital audio on their 
CD players even if they're still 
waiting to see the video track. 

That's one of the plus points of 


| am also pleased to see that 
Goodmans have ‘entered the 
VCR field’ with the GVR-2000. |: 
wonder what the Goodmans’ 
VCR-101 that has sat under my 
TV for the last two and a half 
years is? 

Could it be a disguised 
Amstrad | wonder? 
C Bryce, 
Somerset 


Creeping 
M7 titles 
| READ A. Harrison's letter (July 
WHAT VIDEO) with great interest 


because, you've guessed, the 
character generator supplied with 


CD-V discs creep 


this new hybrid CD-V ‘Clip’ disc — 
its level of compatibility with exist- 
ing CD Audio hardware. The larg- 
er 8 and 12 in. sizes of CD Video 
disc are 100 per cent dependent 
on the new Philips and Pioneer 
combi players and consequently it 
has made no sense to release any 
of these prematurely. 

Having said that, Polygram 
went back on its original intention 
to release further Clip discs in the 
months preceding the player 
launch and it fell to various inde- 
pendents to blaze the CD-V trail. 

And, although patchily avail- 
able on retail sale in the UK, the 
next disc was actually released in 
France; an almost home-made, 
numbered edition from the punk 
band Psychic TV. 

While from the home of SECAM 
(the French, and usually incompati- 
ble, 625-line TV system), the Psy- 
chic TV disc, Listen Today, is boldly 
marked as being in PAL. 

This apparent contradiction re- 
flects the one merging of TV stan- 


my Panasonic M7 performs in 
exactly the way he describes. 

No amount of positioning of 
the small size type titling has any 
effect on the creeping 
appearance after the first line has 
correctly appeared from the 
bottom of the screen. 

If this were confined to the first 
page, perhaps it would be 
acceptable but all pages — after 
the first — appear halfway up the 
TV screen: not only does this 
look peculiar, it also cuts down 
the ‘reading’ time for the viewer 
by half. 

| wrote to Panasonic and now 
have this re-assuring (22) reply: 
The phenomenon you have 


on sale 


dards available with CD-V, 
whereby the PAL and SECAM disc 
specifications have been tweaked 
to allow a common disc that will 
play in any 625-line country. 

Such compatibility regretfully 
does not extend to the 525-line 
NTSC system whose CD-V discs 
remain frustratingly out-of-reach 
for the average consumer. 

Early in 1988 the third disc 
appeared, released by the. Man- 
chester independent Factory Re- 
cords, and featuring The Durutti 
Column. 

And just to make sure you finish 
the disc able to hum the tune note- 
perfect, the title track When The 
World appears no less than three 
times on the four-track disc. 

Visual accompaniment on the 
video track is by the DV8 Physical 
Theatre dance group. 

Back to France for disc four and 
it's another numbered (and limited) 
edition featuring the work of classi- 
cal pianist Agnés Gilliéron. Re- 
corded specially for CD-V it 


1 
described in your letter is 
occurring due to limitations 
within the software for which 
regrettably there is no cure.’ 

In a follow up call | was told 
there have been only four 
complaints and that there is no 
solution. 

Furthermore, a new C format 
camcorder from Panasonic — 
the MC6 — is about to hit the 
market, and, yes, it too will 
feature the same character 
generator! 

D H Rowland, 
Orpington 


Panasonic’s 
shrinking iris 

| AM sick to the teeth of 
apologising to my wedding 
couples for the underexposed 
church ceremony caused by the 
complete failure of the iris 
control on Panasonic F10-200 
cameras. 

This camera has only to get a 
hint of light from a window and 
nothing on the camera will stop it 
from closing the iris and 
producing black faces. 

I've phoned Panasonic and 
asked if they can modify the 
camera as | am disgusted at 
paying £2000-plus for a camera 
and recorder which behaves like 
an automatic. 

‘Sorry, the camera has been 
designed like this to prolong the 
life of the camera.’ If | never take 
it out of its case, it will prolong its 
life even further! 

George Senior, 
Goole 


contains two Mozart pieces. 

With a time limitation of six 
minutes.on the video portion of a 
Clip disc, the format would not 
have seemed to have much. to 
offer classical music, but someone 
(in this instance a French CD mag- 
azine) saw an opportunity and as 
a result can claim to have released 
the first classical CD-V. 

The latest discs from Factory 
feature Joy Division's Atmosphere 
and New Order's Trve Faith, the 
latter showcasing the winner in the 
1987 record industry's promotion- 
al video category. (This video has 
not been previously available to 
the consumer in any other format.) 

It’s not an avalanche, and with 
the official launch of CD Video 
now pencilled in for this autumn, 
the situation is not likely to alter 
dramatically anytime soon. 

But there are some CD-V discs 
out there if you really look — and 
are prepared to embrace the con- 
cept of the EEC in seeking them 
out. C'est la vie avec CD-V! 
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TELEVISIONS 
EXPORT MODELS 
SHORT-WAVE RADIOS 


SONY. 


Recommended for the quality build of Panasonic VIDEO 
RECORDERS and CAMCORDERS. Call round to see the 
impressive picture quality of their large screen television. 
EXPORT MODELS. 


VHS Camcorders 
and Video 
Recorders are 
very good value 


JVC FULL = . 
Bang&Olufsen 


You may have noticed that 
the luxury range of Bang & 
_ Olufsen Video, TV and Hi-Fi 
| is not available everywhere. 
i; The reason is simple. Such 
i } quality requires reliable 
installation and service. WE 
ARE WEST LONDON’S ONLY 
}BANG & OLUFSEN 
7 | DEALERS. Invest in quality 
— we can make it 
| affordable by our INTEREST- 
y/ FREE CREDIT Scheme. 
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The great new 4 
3m Sideo shoteporty magcsing 


CAMCORDER 


USING THe 
LIGHT 
Hopamoney 
oplaines = 
SEAVIDES & 
ORECTOR 


this great new 
magazine from 
the team behind 
What Video? 


NEW ISSUE ON 
SALE NOW! 


i 


To CAMCORDER USER, WV 
Publications, 57-59 Rochester Place, 
London NW1 9JU. 

Please send me my copy of 
CAMCORDER USER for which I 
enclose my cheque for £1.95 inc pp 
made out to WV Publications Ltd. OR 
(delete as appropriate) I enclose my 
cheque for £7.80 to cover four 
quarterly issues inc pp. 


eee eccececcccccceesessesee esses sees sessessseeeeseeeee 


SONY 
WATCHCAM 


A complete 
Video Security 
System 
Below Trade 
Price! ‘phone 


SSS WRs SS . 
NSS SESS 
Uf OOH OOO OHIO OOH 


Video 
Filters 


Vs 


maa 


My, 


Ge 
Y 


Ls 


LL ddddddddddedddddddddddddddédés 


WZ 


LLL 


ogres 


4; 


Ufaseserssssseescirtsssee 


~ 


. Set of Monitors 
: : y Six SPECIAL 
Oniy PRICE 
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£17.95 
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Sony WatchCam combines AUDIO and VIDEO for an 
ultracompact surveillance system that detects unauthorised 
intrusion on suspicious events anywhere on your premises. 


bal 


I (No, it’s nota misprint!) & 
forioncer 
" One of the most sophisticated yet 
SIMPLE-TO-USE HI-FI STEREO 
video recorders you can buy. 
Features include: i 
@ Hi-Fi stereo sound | 
@ HQ — High quality circuitry ae 
@ Auto tracking bee 
fast motion 


@ Multiple programming facility 


@ Full function infra-red remote control : » Truly compact and lightweight B/W video camera (602) 


step by step 


with fisheye lens, lens rings and door adaptors allow door 
mounting as an electronic peephole or on the wall with the 
supplied mounting bracket. 

The four inch B/W monitor allows surveillance from almost 
anywhere, and it can be connected to a VIDEO RECORDER 
while you are away from the premises for later review of any 
suspicious activity. 

WatchCam Surveillance System includes @ Lightweight 
video camera @ Ultracompact monitor @ Door & wall mounts 
@ AC Power supply unit @ Camera cable and accessories @ 
Full instructions @ 12 months guarantee. 


NORMALLY 

£579.95 
OUR PRICE a cys 
(+£5 P&P and ins.) 


@ Eight hour hi-fi stereo audio recorder 
_ @ Reverse play, still, picture search 
@ Instant timer recording, 
etc. etc. 


What Video September 1988 


= 


; PENGUIN ELECTRONICS 


MASSIVE SUMMER SALE 
SAVE YOU ££EELL’s....... 


CAMCORDERS 


VHS C FORMAT VHS FULLSIZE 


ALL CAMCORDERS COMPLETE WITH CASES FERGUSON FCO4 Special 
Been Fase peel PANASONIC NVM7B Sale 
pecial Price 
FERGUSON F-06 Speta Pie HITACHI VM-600 Sale 

~ pecial Price 
JVC C-11EK Special Price VIDEO 8 FORMAT 
PANASONIC NVMC-10B Special Price SANYO WW. Dt Sale 
AMSTRAD'S New Revolutionary Priced Camcorder SONY CCD-V50 Sale 
HITACHI VMC-40 Phone SONY cD. V0 Sale 
TELEFUNKEN VM-2892 £899.90 SONY CCD-V90 


| VIDEO RECORDERS | RECORDERS 


JVC _HRD-320 Phone AKA PANASONIC SHARP 
ITT VR-3918 Phone —_-VS-23EK Phone —_—NV-D80B Hifi Phone —_ VC-A100 (Clearance) £279.90 
WHAT VIDEO’s BEST BUY JUNE 88 VS-35EK Phone NV-G25B Special — VC-D801 (Digital) £479.90 
FERGUSON VS-55EK Phone NV-D48B Special — \C-787 £349.90 
He VS-66EK Phone NV-G45B Special —VC-172 £339.90 
FV-13H (Hi-Fi) £379.90 \Sa-77EK Phone  NV-G40B Special 
FV-14 Nicam Hi-Fi Special SANYO TOSHIBA Special 
FV-3V65 Clear-out £289.90 vale 1987 best overall camcorder of the V-8 89.90 
PIONEER JVC DV- 308 Digital £299.90 
VR-515 SALE HRD-320 ; Special VHRD500 Digital P.I.P. consecutive  DV-90B (Digital £299.90 
VR-707 SALE  RD-5S30EK Nicam Stereo Hifi one frames moving around the screen; cycle 
HRD-7050EK Nicam Stereo Hifi Phone — strobe; cycle memory still 
FISHER HRD-400EK Phone Very Special price = SLV-201VHS Phone 
| ree Very Special | HRD-330EK Phone VHR-3300E Special  SL-F25 Betamax £289.00 


AUTHORISED TELEVISIONS 


PAL B VIDEO AMSTRAD BUSINESS 
. ” Multi system 
See ae ae RING FOR BEST PRICES Bain Titman system £159.90 
Hele VEs UNExport phon HURRY-HURRY-HURRY TOSHIBA 14 Remote £190.00 
one NATIONAL 19” Remote 
gh et lal 0 PIONEER’S MOST AWAITED NATIONAL 20” Remote FST £269.90 
acdc Clearance £289.00 NEW CD/CD VIDEO PLAYER aay fr Bl FST sos 
NATIONAL NV 4006 mamec | Pa CLD 1050 SONY 18” Remote 
eet ee NOWIN STOCK SZ Suerte ruse 
SHARP VC-579 ica RING FOR PRICE DETAILS TOSHIBA 21” Multi system £350.00 
BIG SCREEN TVs STOP PRESS 

on” anti ; PIONEER SINGLE REMOTE CONTROL (CV AV100) — REPLACES ALL 
400? Sony Probedon Guten TW eee ee) CAPM OTHERS, IRRESPECTIVE OF MAKE. FOR TV, VCR, CD, RECEIVERS, 

33” PANASONIC TV yi) AND EVEN CASSETTE DECKS, TURNTABLES AND TIMERS, WITH 22 

45” SANYO Projection Screen Heavily Reduced to £1 ,099 REMOTE CONTROL FUNCTIONS IT LEARNS AND COPIES UP T0 154 

29” TELEFUNKEN (What Video ‘Excellent Picture & Sharp Sound) £POA FUNCTIONS OF OTHER REMOTE CONTROLS. 

28” TOSHIBA (all Toshiba FST TVs with 5 year guarantee) £POA EXCEPTIONALLY GOOD PRICE 

28” PIONEER FST £POA £69.95 

25" TOSHIBA £POA ‘ 

91” PIONEER £POA INC P&P (LIMITED STOCKS) < 


: EXPORT — QUANTITY ca 
PEN GUIN ia 01-995 7361 CAN SUPPLY es he a 


: EXCLUDING -<"*.. 
ELECTRONICS crsesasro [mur 60 
464 CHISWICK HIGH ROAD, ___ Nearest Tube: , EO gh 
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A distinctive lens barrel on the Philips CPJ-815 


houses the EIS assembly. 


ROCK STEADY CREW 


Panasonic has developed a cure for the common 


camera shake. Steve May reports on the arrival of 
electronic image stabilisation systems — what they do 


anasonic has unveiled. a revolu- 
tionary new camcorder. 

Called the PV-460 Steadicam, 
and as yet only available in Japan and 
America, it incorporates a unique elec- 
tronic image stabilisation (EIS) system 
to minimise unwanted camera shake. 

Body movement has always posed an 
enormous problem for amateur video- 
graphers. No matter how carefully shots 
are framed and pans executed picture 
wobble is virtually unavoidable. 

The current generation of titchy mini- 
format cameras have merely exasperat- 
ed the problem. Indeed, many 
enthusiasts still swear by the larger off- 
the-shoulder models (the Sony V8AF/ 
7AFs, Panasonic M1/5/7s and the Canon 
VM-E2), arguing the bulk is a small price 
to pay for the advantages of rigidity. 

70mm cinematographers conquered 
camera shake several years ago with the 
adoption of the Steadicam harness — a 
camera-holding brace worn by the cam- 
eraman which automatically dampens 
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and why they do it 


unwanted movement. 

Unfortunately these devices are’ 
large, cumbersome and phenomenally 
expensive (even big studios tend to rent, 
rather than buy them). 

The Panasonic alternative is rather 
more manageable. 


T he EIS assembly, built into the lens 
barrel, consists of a series of tiny 
actuators, with sensors and motors that 
automatically react to stifle vertical and 
horizontal motion. 

As the lens and CCD imager moves, 
pitch and yaw sensors react in an equal 
but opposite manner to dampen shake. 

Panasonic claims that this innovation 
will reduce unwanted video motion by as 
much as 25 per cent. 

Particularly dramatic is the improve- 
ment on images lensed in telephoto 
shoots. Camera shake is always more 
pronounced at longer focal lengths, but 
the EIS system enables power zooms to 
be wielded with far more confidence. 


The PV-460 has an extensive 10x 
zoom, plus a 1/250, 1/500 and 1/1000 
high speed shutter. 

Presumably the EIS system can be 
coupled with high shuttering speeds to 
produce images of astonishing clarity. 

The 460 also has a full-size VHS head 
drum, unlike the Panasonics which domi- 
nate the full size UK camcorder market 
— these use a ‘C’ format style mini 
drum. 

One wonders if the model is free from 
the kind of head switch problems which 
have plagued the M7, making it very 
difficult to accurately resolve horizontal 
lines without unpredictable kinks? 

The Panasonic PV-460, already 
cloned by Philips as the CPJ-815, is 
based upon the standard VHS format. 
However, it can only be a matter of time 
before the EIS assembly is reduced in 
size and employed in VHS-C — and 
ultimately 8mm format camcorders. 

The days of the shake are 
numbered O 
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FOX TALBOT 


Canon 


Canon's new E708 is at 
E708 leading edge of 8mm 
video technology. 


8x 8.5-68mm f1.4 power macro zoom. 
420,000 pixel CCD imager, dual metering 
systems, high speed shutter. Built-in 
title and date functions. 7x normal 
speed playback for extra fast 
reviewing, infra-red remote 
controller for remote 
recording and zooining, 
and unique sepia imaging 
filter. Complete with 
essential accessories £1499. 


E70 8mm format, 1/1000th sec shutter and 10 second 
self timer to get you in the picture. Time-lapse 
feature crams up to 12 hours into 6 minutes. 
Autofocus, 6x f1.4 power zoom, 7 lux operation. 
Stylish grey finish, weighs just 1.1kg. 

Call for Fox Talbot price! 


Sony 


Digital V50 enables graphics 
or text to be superimposed 
over the next image. 

6x power zoom, 
8mm FM sound. 
Now complete 
with a Sony 
black screen 
KV1460 TV 
at £1099. 
Complete with soft case 
Limited stocks. 


A VHS camcorder that is compact and light 
enough to be seen at all the right places. The 
M7B has hi-speed shutter modes to 1/1000 
second, 2 step autofocus system, 6x 9-54/f1.2 
power zoom lens, flying erase heads for drop-in 
edits, plug-in title generator. £1190. MC10 
VHS-C model also in stock, £1190. Both with 
hard case and full accessory pack 


Minolta 


Petite 8100E 8mm camcorder from the makers 
of the world's best selling autofocus SLRs. 6x 
ead zoom, 1/1000 second shutter, 8 lux low 
ight operation. Insert edit function, 1.3kg inc. 
tape and battery. Save £200! Price now 
reduced to £999 including hard system case. 
C1-E two-speed power zoom VHS-C model plus 
free £104.90 tele/wide converter kit, PHONE. 


Jvc 


They say two heads are better than one, and the 
VHSC GR-45 has eight heads for record and 
playback! Plus hi-definition 390,000 pixel CCD, 
autofocus, fast/slow power zoom 6x {1.4 lens, 
shutter speeds of 1/50 to 1/1000 second, auto 
fade in/out and remote control of home videodeck 7am 
via one-button Master Edit system. Weight 1.2kg. s@ x 
PHONE for our latest price! 


e 
Accessories Sy, 
eee oSqq Wide range stocked. See new super-compact nicad 


powered video lights from Sony and Sunpak (30 
watts for £113). We have increased our range of 
ouches and holdalls. CCS Video Pouch (£36.60) 
olds a camcorder at hip level and is guaranteed 
waterproof and shockproof for life! New flexible hol- , 
dalls from Lowe Pro and Tamrac. Video tripods 
from £43 to £120 from Velbon and Bilora. Tape 
from Polaroid, TDK, prograde JVC and Sony. 


8mm V90 has 6x 12-76mm 

f1.6 power macro zoom, 

edit search, and 
candlelight 


accessory kit and hard case £PHONE. 

Sony V200, digital stereo, 8x 
variable power zoom, 5 lux operation, 
to 1/4000 shutter. Serious? £1799. 
aaa 


| | misty ACCESS VISA welcomed. £1500 Instant Credit available, subject to status 


154 Tottenham Court Rd, W1. 01-387 7001 
443 The Strand, London WC2. 01-379 6522 


MAIL ORDER — add £2 p&p. 9 Bolney Way, Feltham, Middx. 01 898 5845 
Goods subject to availability. E. & OE Open 9.00 to 5.30 Mon Fri, 5 00 Sat 
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THIS MONTH’S 
SPECIAL OFFERS 


JVC all models .................0ccc eee Special P.O.A. 
Panasonicallmodels ............... Special P.O.A. 
Sony all models................6c.c.00e Special P.O.A. 
Hitachi all models ...................2. Special P.O.A. 
FOMQUSONIFVITVE acc cesses ceossvisesenee convenes £259* 
FOPGUSON FV TOR ais vsce ser cosstnasasoanesenncrnes £319* 
PanasonicNVG21_ ...........ceeleccceesees eens £329* 
ORAM si ase ewaisivas cad xeornajaenvnsntetiurs £319* 


*few only — ex display but perfect 
including full guarantee. 


CAMCORDERS 


Panasonic allmodels ............... Special P.O.A. 
JVC all models .................00cc0ee Special P.O.A. 
Sony all models................6...0008 Special P.O.A. 
Canonall models ................0.... Special P.O.A. 
DVEEGAC TIER) os sasiense cvnsnis rnanonivepnanicves £499* 
PVG RG ABER | ise sccasccascdvevennnvaeceae can £899* 


FOFQUSOMFCOS! ec ovcs assists iasedid aademaeswesinne £899* 
SONY GODV9GE! « ecsine ston sahiwatoseencwsons 
“few only — ex display but perfect 
including full guarantee. 


Unless otherwise stated, all goods are 
BRAND NEW, FULLY GUARANTEED and 
maintained by our OWN SERVICE DEPT. 


109-113 London Road (0732) 51 Beckenhar 
SEVENOAKS kent 459555 BECKENHAM xe, 
Sevenoaks Branch only (0732) 4 Railway Stree: 0634 
MAIL ORDER 458985 CHATHAM x 46859 
73b North Street (World Wide Export) (0483) 162 Powis Stree! Wooiwict 
GUILDFORD surrey 36666 LONDON sr is 

34 Mount Ephraim (0892) 55 Preston Stree 


TUN. WELLS kent 31543 BRIGHTON susse 


658 3450 


855 8016 


What Video September 1988 


AFTER THE conference at which 
Astra announced its shock deal 
with Rupert Murdoch, Sky and 
Amstrad, some of the press were 
left speechless at the audacity of 
the move. 

The people involved have 
simply tumed their back on all the 
technical problems involving 
MAC and encryption, and opted 
for a low technology PAL system 
with no scrambling. 

It pulls the rug from under 
MAC — and future high definition 
TV; it kills the idea of a single 
standard for Europe, and new 
technology for the next century; 
it open the doors to low-cost 
imports from the Far East which 
would have been blocked by the 
patents on MAC; and it deals a 
death blow to BSB. 

But it gets Sky up and running 
on Astra without the need to wait 
a few extra months for MAC 
chips. And that’s what Astra and 
Sky and Amstrad care about. 

As Marcus Bicknell, Astra’s 
commercial director, put it: ‘MAC 
is a millstone round BSB’s neck — 
is nothing more than a 
technology invented at a Geneva 
conference in 1977’. 

It is hard not to be impressed 
by such a pragmatic approach 
and clear summing-up of the 
chaotic situation on MAC. 

So | asked Marcus Bicknell 
whether he was paid as much 
money as ex-Saatchi ad man 
Anthony Simonds-Gooding, who 
eams close to a quarter of a 
million a year as chief executive 
of doomed BSB. 

‘No, and BSB never offered 
me a job,’ said Bicknell. ‘| was 
never even approached by a 
head-hunter. | was pissed off 
about that, | can tell you. And 
you can quote me on that.’ 


HERE'S A really neat idea. 
Although Astra and Sky are 
now committed to broadcasting 
in PAL, without any scrambling, 
there is a good chance that 

programme providers will 
sooner or later insist that Sky 
Channel scramble some 
programmes, eg feature films. 

Otherwise they will not get 
first-run titles or will end up 
paying exorbitant rates. 

There are scrambling systems 
available for PAL but, as 
witnessed by the Premiere fiasco 
(with the company unable to 
supply decoders that work 
properly with all tuners), 
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Every month Barry Fox looks into the 
direction of video, its technical 
development and its brief history 


switching to picture scrambling 
after transmission has begun is a 
dangerous route. 

The better trick is to leave the 
pictures unscrambled, and 
process the sound. TV without 
sound is no use to anyone. 

Existing sound scrambling 
systems work by the fairly simple 
expedient of swapping high 
frequencies for low frequencies 
and vice-versa. But thee are 
easy to defeat. 

Digital systems are much 
‘harder’ to crack. But digital 
systems are much more 
complicated, the circuitry is 
expensive, and it costs literally 
millions to develop the necessary 
decoding chips. 

| 


Fortunately for Sky and Astra, 
there is already a decoding chip 
available. It’s the Nicam chip 
developed by a string of 
manufacturers (including Toshiba, 
Texas and Philips) for decoding 
digital stereo sound transmitted 
piggy-back on conventional 
terrestrial TV. 

All Sky and Astra will have to 
do is stop transmitting 
conventional analogue sound 
with premium channels and beam 
down Nicam sound instead. 
Viewers with existing receivers 
will see the pictures clearly, but 
hear nothing. 

Obviously anyone can buy a 
Nicam decoder so something 
extra is needed. Once sound is 


ANT aWAG 


The pragmatic approach 


The Sky/Astra/Amstrad satellite 
plans have really put the cat 
among the pigeons — not least 
for European high definition TV 
prospects. 


oi 


<4 in digital code, it can: be hard- 
encrypted like computer data, 
witha system similar to that used 
by VideoCipher. in America — 
and proposed by BSB for Britain. 

This would let the satellite 
address only those decoders for 
which a subscription or pay-per- 
view payment has been made. 

This idea is already kicking 
around inside Astra and on the 
face of things it would be cheap, 
elegant and foolproof. 


WE HAVE had the scare about 
‘laser rot, the failure of 
LaserVision video discs caused by 
oxydisation of the aluminium 
layer which reflects the laser light. 

The rot. problems of a few 
years ago were traced back to 
the glues used to stick the 
double-sided discs together. 
There have been no reports of 
faults since. 

The 5in. CD format is single- 
sided, so no glue is used. And 
Philips du Pont (largest 
manufacturer of Sin. discs in the 
world) claims that there are no 
life problems with the 
polycarbonate plastics used to 
press the discs. 


$@ AVON VIDEO CAMERAS 


VIDEO CAMERA & CAMCORDER SPECIALISTS 
4 WARING HOUSE, REDCLIFF HILL, BRISTOL BS1.6TB 


PANASONIC 


Indeed, when Philips launched 
compact disc five years ago it 
was with the promise of ‘perfect 
sound for ever’. 

Although this rather silly claim 
was soon toned down, the record 
industry scorns. suggestions that 
CDs may degrade. 

So do computer firms which 
use CD as a Read Only Memory 
to store over 600 million text 
characters. 

But now specialist US record 
company Mobile Fidelity, which 
made its name by selling LP 
records pressed from high quality 
vinyl, is questioning the claim. 

‘We are getting reports of four- 
or five-year-old discs that are 
failing,’ Mobile told me. 

Mobile is selling gold-plated 
compact discs at two or three 
times the normal price. Pop 
group Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of 
the. Moon sells for up to $35. 

The theory is that the discs last 
longer and sound better 
because gold does not oxydise 
like aluminium — so no data is 
lost and the CD player does not 
have to try to repair damaged 
sound. 

Mobile says its pressing plant, 


Ultech in Japan, has carried. out 
‘stringent tests’ which prove that 
gold discs sound better and last 
longer than aluminium discs. 

Picking up on the idea, 
Japanese electronics company 
Matsushita (Panasonic and 
Technics) is carrying out scientific 
tests to find out if records coated 
with noble metals really do last 
longer and sound better, and 
whether record collections may 
deteriorate over the years and 
computer discs lose data. 

The important point to note is 
that the video signal on a laser 
disc is analogue. But the. sound 
on a CD or CD Video disc is 
digital and circuitry in the player 
can correct some errors caused 
by missing data bits. 

It is only when’ too many bits 
are lost that the player must guess 
at what is missing. 

This spoils the sound of music 
and.-corrupts computer data. 
When the errors get so bad that 
guesswork fails, the sound mutes. 

Until Mobile Fidelity started 
using 24-carat gold, all discs 
were coated with aluminium. 
Matsushita’s.CD pressing plant in 
Osaka first tried coating CD 
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ROM discs with platinum. 

It failed because the metal must 
be made so hot that it melts the 
plastic. It was successfully coated 
with nickel, but found that it 
would not reflect the laser beam. 

The two hopeful materials are 
gold and ‘silver. Both metals will 
coat onto polycarbonate plastics 
and both reflect laser light. 

First tests suggest that there is 
no difference in the error rate 
when data signals are read off 
disc, and there is also no obvious 
audible difference. 

The acid test is what will 
happen after Matsushita has 
kept and used the discs for a 
year, to check on longer-term 
corrosion. 

If there is an increase in error 
rate and the sound is affected, 
audio and video disc collectors 
will be entitled to: start asking 
serious questions about how 
long their expensive discs will last. 
And commercial pressing plants 
will have to consider switching to 
‘noble’ metals. 

| for one shall be chasing 
Matsushita for an update 
on its disc tests — for better or 
for worse O 


BRISTOL 


A.V.C. 
THE ONLY 


SPECIALIST IN THE 
S. WEST 


ACCESSORIES 


JVC _GRC9 
SANYO 


Panasonic NVM7 


ee NVMC10 
anasonic NV180 Ferguson FC04 SLIK CABLES 
Panasonic WVPF10 F100 reas FCO5 VIVANCO BATTERIES 
Panasonic WVPF10 F200 oon DSM MICS 
+- Accessories ; TRIPODS FILTERS 
Sanyo VMDIP BAUER-BOSCH LIGHTS LENSES 
+ Accessories cc MIXERS RADIO. MIC 
Pe ae ENHANCERS FADERS 
a a BAGS ETC. 
CCTV 


VIDEO TAPES 


Sony CCDV30 Bosch Bauer VCC616AF Sony, Canon, JVC 
Sony CCDV50 > Bosch Bauer VCC826AF Scotch Panasonic etc. 
Sony CCDV90 © | canon £70 Bosch Bauer VCC526 From £2.50 — £180 
Sony. CCDV200 = | canon £708 


- +. Accessories 
KKK KKKK KK KKK Kk 
JVC * FREE STARTER PACK «x 
*x with all cameras purchased « 


JVC GRC45 * Ask for details 


KKK KKKKKKKKK KKK 


NOW THERE’S LONDON PRICES IN BRISTOL 


AVON VIDEO CAMERAS — ORDERLINE 
Tel for immediate attention — 0272 227328 
Order with complete confidence. Years of mail order experience. 


All delivered fully insured same day. FREE Securicor Delivery. exam 
EN Money back gurantee. Official orders welcome. 
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BEST PRICES IN TOWN 


SPECIAL OFFERS 
VIDEO RECORDERS VIDEO RECORDERS (cont) 


Jvc SONY 
+ a SEV ZO 1(VIIS) 55.0: sncdstonsseessucaners £379 


rr ods 
Dy WwW ww 0 
ELECTRONICS 


158, UXBRIDGE ROAD, WEST EALING, 
LONDON W13. Tel: 01-579 6315 


JVC VIDEO RECORDERS HRD 330EK ee BAB VSSBAK wns 
(Other new models to be advised CAMCORDERS 
— please enquire) 
PANASONIC ING GRGTIEK jiscsssscarsssctnasstaceee £619 
JVC GRC45EK ... .. £975 
Ferguson FC04.. . £1095 


Ferguson FCO5.. ... £959 

Panasonic NVM7 . £1095 

Panasonic NVM10C ... . £1125 

SOMY CCD VB0E) siccisesssecsssonssesnece £795 

STi hats ulb sora hs TOTPAnen Ges cve ehveransnaretaiglacespeain WasNistste Sony CCD V5O0E ...... £975 
Peewee ewe eee eee este ee eeeeeeeseseesenese Sony CCD V90E Base via £1350 

salads VAwaRN Kab NRA RS ARERR RNR RRR Sony CCD V100E .........:cccccc0000. £1425 


SONY TV'S 


KVXRT27 
OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE 
FOR BEST PRICES PLEASE PHONE 
MAIL ORDER THROUGHOUT THE U.K. 
EXPORT ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


PHONE 01-580 4632 fF 


No. 3 Tottenham St. 
i, YJ, | s London W1P 9PB 
(Nearest Tube Stn. Goodge St.) 
MEMOREX CP8 URC 


CONTROL EVERYTHING WITH JUST 
1 REMOTE CONTROL 


The remarkable CP8 Universal Remote Control (URC) allows you to control 
all your entertainment systems with just one unit. So now you can replace 
your clutter of remote controls with the CP8, which will learn and replicate 
the commands of up tolfill separate infrared remotes with the capacity to 
memorise up toffJMURniienlsi But that’s not all, because unlike any 
other URC, the CP8 has some unique and very useful features. : 

Firstly, the CP8 has a uniqueM@@MRiRae a which not only shows the time, 


SONY TELEVISION 

Sony 14” KV P144GY Basic < 

Sony 14” KV M144G R/C 

Sony 14” KV M14T Text 

mmm Sony 19” KV 19XMTU Text 

Sony 21” KV 211XMU R/C 

Sony 21” KV 211 XMTU Fast Text 

Sony 21” KV X21TU Fast Text 

Sony 25” KV X25TU Fast Text 

Sony 27” KV 27XRT Fast Text 
SHARP VIDEO RECORDERS 

Sharp VCA 100HA Sharp VCA 5011HM SP/LP 

Sharp VCA 140HM Sharp VCA 793H Hi Fi 

Sharp VCA 502HM SP/LP Sharp VCD 801H PIP 


SHARP CAMCORDERS but also appropriate prompts and confirmation messages to help guide you 
Sharp VLC. 73HA along when programming it, making it incredibly easy to operate. It even 
tells you when to change the batteries, while a non-volatile memory backup 
MITSUBISHI VIDEO RECORDERS retains all the commands. 
Mitsubishi HSB10 Mitsubishi HSB30 LP/SP Secondly, a uniqueBfaelientecd facility allows you to assign a chain of frequently-used commands 


onto one button, and then activate them with just one touch! You can program 24 sequences of up to 
48 commands each. Just press the sequence number, and the CP8 does the rest! 
Finally, the CP8 has a unique built-in eeMtaaa which means that you can activate any of your 
systems at any’time, whether you are there or not! There are 5 timers which, when, combined with the 
sequencer, can be set to operate any system over a 7 day period, or even repeat automatically every 
week. The CP8 will function all by itself — completely {U/NMEaNoa0M the CP8 can even'be used 
as an alarm to turn on the TV or Hi-Fi to the morning news, or to turn on and off equipment when you 
are away to dissuade burglars! 
The CP8 also has a host of other features such as an infra-red booster for a more powerful signal, a 
sliding cover to protect the programming keys, and 3 blank templates for customising the control 
keys. 
You'll probably wonder how you ever managed without one. Just the ONE! 
Try one out, and if you are not entirely satisfied, just return it undamaged in its original packaging 
within 14 days for a no-quibble refund. Delivery usually within 48 hours. 

Memorex CP8 Universal Remote Control — 

Total power in the palm of your hand £97.50 


Special Voucher worth £5.00 off your next purchase included. See our other Ad on Page 129 


To: BRITECH ENTERPRISES LTD., 13 KYNANCE MEWS, LONDON SW7 40R. (01-937 3602) 
Please send: C1 CP8 re Remote Control units at £99.50 (inc £2.00 P-+P) 

lenclose a Cheque/Postal Order forthe uM Of ...... 6... cece esse eee erence een nett eens 

Please send further details on the CP8 URC: () 


Mitsubishi HSB210 
MITSUBISHI CTV 
Mitsubishi 14” CT 1440B Basic Mitsubishi 21” CT 2142TX Text 
Mitsubishi 14” CT 1447BM R/C Mitsubishi 21” CT 2146TX Text 
Mitsubishi 19” CT 1905BM R/C Mitsubishi 25” CT 2531BM R/C 
Mitsubishi 21” CT 2141 R/C Mitsubishi 25” CT 2532TX Text 
Mitsubishi 21” CT 2145BM R/C 
AUTHORISED SERVICE CENTRE FOR 
SONY — PIONEER — PANASONIC 
MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE 
QUOTE THE PRODUCT, YOUR VISA/ACCESS NO. & 
DELIVERY FREE ON MAINLAND 
OPEN 9.30-6.00 MONDAY-SATURDAY 
NEAREST TUBE STATION: EALING 


LOADSA MONEY OFF 
END OF LINE PRODUCT 
RING FOR FURTHER DETAILS ON 


01-579 6315 
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AKAI VS. 2AOEK sesissssscissssesnsssese £259-99 
AKAI VS SSEK sisssescssessscscervsseevaes £Sale 
FURGUSON FV20B...............+ £Sale 
FERGUSON FV21R.............00 £Sale 
FERGUSON FV26L...........0.000 £Sale 
FERGUSON FV14T........... £629-95 
HITACHI VIA 10 vscssesscciccsseonsizecoss £Sale 
HITACHI VT420......cccccssssssseeseee £Sale 
HITACHI VT430............0000 £449-95 
HITACHI VT450...........0.00 £429-95 
HITACHI VI5S20 wiccccissscsssss. £379-99 
HITACHI VT530.............0.04 £399-99 
HITACHI VT522..........0.000 £429-99 
HITACHI VT 580 ww... eee eeeeeeee £Sale 
ING RD 3:20 ccssiccccccssesniscoasecerss £Sale 
JVC HRD 400.......cccccsssssonsssiescee £Sale 
JVC RD S0O .iisccccccccscsssosecssscsces £Sale 
JVC HRD 700... eccccesseesseeseeeee £Sale 
ING IRD: 33 sivsissvscscsosscesssestecsoss £Sale 
JVC HRD 750... cece £Sale 
IVC HARD SSO ssi sscsssscssorsscscsnsccesesie £Sale 
MITSUBISHI HSB10................... £Sale 
MITSUBISHI HSB20 .................. £Sale 
MITSUBISHI HSB30 .................. £Sale 
MITSUBISHI HS34¢9.................. £Sale 
MITSUBISHI HS410.............00.... £Sale 
PANASONIC NVG4O.............. £Sale 
PANASONIC NVG45.............. £Sale 
PANASONIC NVG4B.............. £Sale 
PANASONIC NVD8O............... £Sale 
PANASONIC NV180............... £Sale 
SANYO VHRDSOO............ £529-99 
SANYO VHR2700...........0:000 £Sale 
SANYO VHR3100.............:00 £Sale 
SANYO VHR3300...........:000 £Sale 
SHARP VCA100....... eee £Sale 
SHARP VCA1 40.........ccccessesseeseee £Sale 
SHARP VCA5011 «0... eee £Sale 
SHARP VC502 .......ccccscsssesseeseeeees £Sale 
SHARP VC7933 Wun ccecesssscssessessees £Sale 
SHARP VCD801................. £469.95 
SONY EVS800 V8... £Sale 
SONY SLV201 VHS......00000000.. £Sale 
OLYMPUS VX301 (Autofocus) ...... £299.95 
PANASONIC WVP-FIOE 100.... £Sale 
Panasonic WVP-F10 200.....€Sale 
REFLECTA MINI 12V 100W.....£29.95 


REFLECTA MINI 12V 300W.....£47.99 


LONDON’S FA 


THE LARGEST INDEPENDENT DEA 


PANASONIC 11” 
TC1100G MONITOR....csssnsnsssennnste £Sale 
PANASONIC 14” TC1480.... 
PANASONIC 14” TC1485 R/C unc £Sale 
PANASONIC_16”TC1675.... 
PANASONIC 21” TC2175 

PANASONIC 24” 1C2475 . 


PANASONIC 21” TX1TEXT.. £Sale 
PANASONIC 21” TX2172 
TELETEXT csissassesccssossssnsosssosassssssscsase £Sale 
PANASONIC 21” TX2178 
TEC ET EXT ikicicicccssicevcsceiencseteceies £Sale 
PANASONIC 21” TXC71 

TELETEXT scsssccssssscascssssonsssossnsosssnussss £Sale 
PANASONIC 24” TX2472 
TELETEX a3 dttecosiscateced £Sale 
PANASONIC 24” TX2470 

1 (= 3 =), ¢ Ra eee £Sale 
PANASONIC 24” TXC74 

nf 3, eee £Sale 
PANASONIC 28” TXC78 

1 f= El fl >, (| ae £Sale 
PANASONIC 33” TX3370 
MEET EA estisccccssvecccsctsvutssasvesteetcstas £Sale 
SONY 14” KV1460......00.000 £Sale 
SONY 14” KV1462 R/C........£Sale 
SONY 14” KV1442 R/C........£Sale 
SONY 19” KV19XMTTEXT.....£Sale 
SONY 21” KV21XM R/C....... £Sale 
SONY 21” KV21XMT TEXT ....€Sale 
SONY 21” KVX21T TEXT.......£Sale 
SONY 25” KVX25T TEXT.......£Sale 


SONY 27” KV27 XRTTEXT....£Sale 


PANASONIC NVI80 + F10100 + AC 


70] d Eee Aa eee CE £Sale 
PANASONIC NV180 + F10200 + 
YS Giy | > |] Dae aan eee £Sale 
ING IKGH osisccsscsasccscsestcnssaisnsins £Sale 
PANASONIC WVJS1E......:.... £Sale 
PANASONIC WVJMX10........ £Sale 
SANSUI VX99 uuu cccscssecceseseeseeee £Sale 
SONY RME100......... eee £Sale 
Reflecta 300 Watt... £44.95 
Reflecta 1000 Watt............. £49.95 
Reflecta 2000 watt............. £76.95 
Reflecta P1 15 100w/bulbs......6.95 


CANON VMEZO sessecesessssosrsesssssanccstessn £Sale 
FU PO OO sccesccccesesccssassnsccevsssxctanaed £Sale 
FERGUSON FCO5S...........ccce £Sale 
FERGUSON FCO06............c. £Sale 
FITACHI VAC SO eicssesssnsinsnscsee £Sale 
HITACHI VMC40........... cscs £Sale 
HITACHI VM600.............:cccecee £Sale 
IVC GRCTEK oc eccecceecsesssesseesecsees £Sale 
ING, GRAS EK ss sscscssisscssssssssssizoczed £Sale 
PANASONIC NVMCSB........... £Sale 
PANASONIC NVMZB.............. £Sale 
SHARP VEZ Shivssssscsccsscsisscsnccrsenes £Sale 
SONY CCDV30 1.0... ccceccssesseeees £Sale 
SONY CCDV50 ississisccssssssscesansenns £Sale 
SONY CCDV90 20... ccceceessesseesees £Sale 
SONY CCDV100...0c cece £Sale 
SONY CCDV 200 véssstsieccssccesss £Sale 


DSM 6.5 SAMP HR SLA BATT 


(SHOULDER PACK).....snseesnssne £41-95 
DSM 13 AMP HR SLA BATT 
(SHOULDER PACK).............. £89-95 


DSM 6 AMP RR SLA BELT....£59-95 
DSM 4 AMP HR NICAD 


BELT cessscsssiscsonsssoscovsnnusessensonnessseee £68-95 
DSM 8 AMP HR NICAD 
BEL siiisstensnetenaudenscussen £129-95 


DSM 4 AMP HR VHS C BELT... £68.95 
DSM SONY 8MM (FITS CLONES) 


GUARANTEE 
THE 
BEST DEAL 
IN LONDON 
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URITE VIDEO STORE 


{IN EAST LONDON AND ESSEX 


Full-Featured 
VideoMoviess 


New 2” CCDwith Variable-speed 
~390,000 pixels (420,000 shutter: 1/1 000, 


gross) attains 400-line 1/500, 1/250 and 1/50 
camera horizontal second 
resolution 
mA rage nba of video ore ela —— 
- lights, tripods, batteries available 
DA 6 head a Stockist of all major brands of video equipment 
system for super- i Please phone for prices 
lative pictures im We are waiting for your call now. 


We believe that we're very competitive in the UK for TV. 


450 Romford Road, Videos, Hi-Fi, Microwaves, Car Hi-Fi, and video Camera 
Forest Gate, E7 SOF Systems. We have a huge range from all the quality 


HI FI& VIDEO . x 
° M Sat. 10 to6 manufacturers with comprehansive stocks and 
(Oper - we pm) manufacturers’ backed guarantees. Optional 5-year 


Tel: 01-552 2903 or 01-470 3499 EN om guarantees are also available. 


MAILORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE 
RING NOW FOR OUR 
UP TO THE MINUTE PRICES 
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Tomorrow’s news today on the latest AV 
fashion gadgets from the land of.the rising 
yen, brought to you by Allan Shriver 


NHK AND Fuji have developed 
a revolutionary electronic still 
photo system. The two prime 
units comprise a camera and 
companion home deck 
recorder-player. 

The user can record and play 
back up to 640 still photos of 
broadcast quality HD-TV from a 
standard CD disc player (with 
add-on adaptors). 

And photos can be stored with 
up to one hour of digital quality 
PCM stereo sound. Random 
access photo retrieval takes five 
seconds during playback, which 
can be pre-programmed by 
frame number in any desired 
order. 

A personal computer link 
enables photo captions to be 
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Digital superimposers 
still feature on the 
new 8mm camcorders 
from Sony. 
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created with word processing on 
a home computer and displayed 
with the photo. 

The camera uses a new HARP 
image pickup, increasing 
sensitivity by ten times over 
previous HD-TV cameras. 

It has a 200lux sensitivity with 
its 2.8 lens; however, the 
prototype weighs 7kg. 

At present the camera must be 
used in a studio set-up within 
lead-connection distance from the 
‘parent’ WORM (Write Once 
Read Manytimes) disc recorder- 
player, recording one image at 
a time. 

The companies are apparently 
planning a super high density 
mini-hard disc drive for 
increased photo image frame 
memory when used as a true 
portable camera away from the 
parent recorder-player. 

A high resolution, colour laser 
printer is under special 
development which is also 
claimed to take the hard copy 
quality more than’ halfway 
towards that of a conventional 
photo. 

This is felt to be the beginning 
of the end for conventional 
photography except for the 
keen amateur and professional. 
With modification, the printer will 
also act as a home fax, enabling 
photos to be sent by telephone. 

With a totally sealed camera 
unit, it can be completely water- 
tight and sandproof, just the thing 
for knock-about amateur use 
anywhere — typically on holiday 
at the seaside. 

And since the memory medium 
is totally electronic and 
permanently sealed inside the 
camera, you need never again 
change ‘films’ as with 
conventional photography, and 
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all the potential mistakes that has 
entailed. 

The camera will have controls 
similar fo a conventional stills 
camera, with adjustable apertures 
for depth of field (for differential 
focus effects) and adjustable 
shutter speed. 

This will also include AE 
(automatic exposure) video 
photography enabling the 
camera ‘to automatically set the 
shutter speed when the user sets 
the aperture, or vice versa. 

A totally auto exposure option 
is included for snapshot 
photography. 

Public availability is 
anticipated to be some five years 
off, however, although working 
prototypes are expected to be 
tested by press photographers 
first. 


OUT NOW is Matsushita’s three- 
CCD colour camcorder for 
professional ENG (electronic 
news gathering) use. It offers 
630 lines resolution, and 
interfaces with U-Matic, VHS or 
Beta VCRs and in. M11 pro 
VIRs. It’s big and weighs 2.8kg. 

For around £890, Sony has 
launched the 8mm CCD-F340 
Handycam with variable shutter 
speeds up to 1/4,000sec, auto 
zoom and digital superimposed 
titles; it weighs 1.3kg. 

Hitachi’s new VM-C52 VHS-C 
camcorder is the first fo offer 
conventional still camera AE 
exposure mode which 
automatically sets shutter speed 
and lens aperture relative to 
lighting levels. 

For £800, it otters a 300K 
pixel CMOS image pickup for 
improved resolution with 
enhancement removing image 


jitter, picture flicker and clean- 
edit via flying erase head. 

NEC’s new VC-DB2 VCR 
includes an onboard DBS tuner 
for only £860. 

Panasonic has produced the 
cheapest S-VHS VCR so far. 

At £795, the NV-FS5 has 
better signal/noise ratio than 
previous models due: to three 
modifications. It also has a flying 
erase head and ‘image © ° 
exchange’ editing and 
‘synchronised’ editing when 
connected directly with a 


camcorder. 


1989 IS expected to be the year 
when HD-TV cinemas open up 
around Japan to display on 
huge screens the high definition 
TV pictures beamed around 
Japan from satellites. 

To aid programme storage for 
locally-determined playback, 
Hitachi and Matsushita have _ 
developed HD-TV VCRs using 
Ain. tape for 60 minutes; the 
HD-TV VCR's heads spin three 
times faster than conventional 
VCRs. 

Three new kinds of cinema 
are expected. One plays back 
HD-TV programmes on an 
advertised schedule. Another 
plays back the programme 
selected democratically by the 
seated audience at the show's 
beginning by armrest-mounted 
‘voting’ keypads. ~~ 

The interesting third type of 
HD-TV cinema is said to. use 
banks of interactive video discs 
which are computer driven in a 
vox populi method. 

In other words, the audience 
has the option of interacting with 
the temporarily-halted 
programme to determine which 


way they want the plot to 
develop. Interactive cinema! 

Sharp has developed and 
shown a 100in. LCD projection 
CTV using conventional: photo 
slide projector technology to 
display the image from 3in. RGB 
LCD screen panels. 

It has also launched a 14in. 
LCD CTV, the world’s largest to 
date, which it says is suitable for 
mass production — unlike any 
others so far over 3.3in. 

Long-distance love affairs have 
a slightly better chance of 
surviving lengthy periods of 
separation with the new still 
video phones introduced by five 
companies here this month. 

Unlike previous dedicated 
special phone units, these 
accessories to conventional 
phones offer a black and white 
image of the caller every six. or 
10 seconds, depending on 
picture size. 

Most have two or three frame 
memories for later recall. A 
stored image can also be 
forwarded on to another caller 
after ‘the first call is terminated. 

Output connections enable the 
display units to be linked to a 
conventional TV for a larger 
image display. Colour units using 
CCD image pickups are under 
development now. Most current 
black and white units cost around 
£250. 

Market penetration for the new 
units is expected to be 5m units 
in the first five years, or 10 per 
cent of the entire market. 

Dewa mata! O 


NOTE: Prices and availability in Allan's column 

refer only to Japan. UK arrival may well be some 
time off, while prices, with freight, VAT and import 
duty added, will certainly be substantially higher. 
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FINEPLAN VIDEO SERVICES 


UK LEA 
DERS IN VIDEO FOR THE ENTHUSIAST AND PROFESSIONAL USER 


FERGUSON, FUJI, HITACHI, JVC, MITSUBISHI, PANASONIC. 
SANYO, SONY, TOSHIBA, PHILIPS. 


PECIAL OFFERS 


THIS MONTHS OUTSTANDING Ss 
ANCE 2/3 inch MOS VHS “C” 


30 CAMCORDER _ HIGH SPEC. HIGH PERFORM 


CANON, 


HITACHI VMC 
CAMCORDER. AUTO FOCUS, 6:1 Z00M — £899. 
SONY CCDV100 AF PRO (UK) 8mm CAMCORDER — SMALL NUMBER LEFT — AVAILABLE WITH CASE - £1,095. 
su gms Tae samen” mm VIDEO CAMERA & RECORDER 
es an advanced ccd 


PANASONIC WJS1E CAMERA MIXER/PRODUCTION CON 
PANASONIC/CANON CORDED REMOTE CONTROL — £27. 

PANASONIC/CANON 12V BATTERY CONNECTORS FOR PORTABLE RECORDERS — £15. 

PANASONIC NV180 CASE AND SHOULDER STRAP — £25. 

PANASONIC WVPF2 NECK STRAP FOR CAMERA — £9. 

TELECINE ADAPTORS — EDIT CONTROLLERS. SELECTION OF WIDE ANGLE/TELEPHOTO VIDEO LENS. 
Numerous other special accessory offers. 


{ camcorder us 
htweight camer ability. The F/1.4 6 x Powel 


head ensure superb picture 
d shutter incorporated together 


i e is a high spee 
quality bist ‘ r functions. Auto 


ease of US 
a fully automatic 
programme mode 
whenever you tur 
the E70. You are 
now able to buy 4 
camcorder which 
offers “State of the 


art” facilities for ee 
: ly the Canon £70 complete with so’ i 
he pet adaptor/charger coupler, A.F. unit and 


k, compact power 
pari he : other accessories are available. 


non 


OTHER CAMCORDERS 


t \ C A 
adju Oc by. High power outpu plus ultiple AV con ectors. 
eve gjus ents. 


Pan: i 
ieus CCD chin Shr fas ee 
rf . i i 
pis Complete with sited Ae Wan ie 
nections. Shoulder strap and leads rea 


juson 
i ~ full spec. high resolution. VHS, “C” 
100 — new high resolution full size VHS - 


OE 
ATABLE RECORDE L 
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ROBERT ANGUS reports every month 
on the American video scene 


enh 


Video showstoppers 


EVERY ELECTRONICS show 
contains one or two truly 
remarkable products, the kind 
you want to stuff underneath your 
coat and take home. ‘This 
Summer's Chicago show 
produced a number of these, 
most notably: 

@ The Sony Watchman, a 
$1300 (£750) portable TV/8mm 
video cassette recorder no 
larger than a compact audio 
cassette portable. In fact, the 
2.7in. LCD colour screen and 
8mm VCR deck are even smaller 
than Philips’ original Carry- 
Corder Compact Cassette 
portable. 

It weighs 140z. including AA 
batteries. There’s full VHF/UHF 
channel reception via a rotary 
tuning dial and LED indicators for 
FM stereo broadcasts received 
through a built-in radio. The 8mm 
VCR accepts recorded 
programmes for playback or can 
make its own recordings off the 
air. 

@ A tubeless video projector 
from Sharp which uses three 
LCDs instead of conventional 
red, green and blue reproducers, 
with a 150-watt light bulb as the 
light source. The prototype 
produced a 4Oin. picture of 
90,000 pixels with a brightness 
of about 70 foot-lamberts. 
Sharp says it’s only a working 
model and isn’t talking about 
price or availability. 

@ The first VHS hi-fi VCR with 
built-in Dolby surround sound 
from Akai, the VS-A77U sells for 
$779 (£450). Equipped with 
Akai’s quick-start mechanism and 
video cancelling circuits, the deck 
offers users a choice of true 
Dolby Surround Sound decoding 
plus two additional surround 
options that can be used with 
both video soundtracks and 
musical programmes — a 
switchable delay line for 
concert-hall-like effects and a 
matrix circuit for the recovery of 
ear-channel ambience. It has dual 
TOW amplifiers built in. 

@ From Dotronix a family of 
high-resolution video monitors 
with screen sizes 10in. through to 
20in. with three inputs: Y/C, RGB 
and NTSO RF. Prices not 
announced. 

@ Two 8mm VCRs for the home, 
from Canon (Model ES-100, 
$1000 — £570) and Sony (EV- 
$800, $1950 — £1120). 

The former is extremely light 
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(5.7 pounds) (2.6 kg) and 
compact and is designed to be 
moved from room to room 
about the house. Two one-touch 
antenna connectors make 
hookup to TV and cable antenna 
quick and easy. 

The unit features PCM audio, a 
theatre sound mode for 
surround sound effects, built-in 
stereo sound, flying erase head, 
noise-free slow motion and 
freeze frame, and wireless 
remote control. It’s being sold as 
an editing deck, as is the Sony, 
which is identical to the model 
sold in the UK. 

@ A projection TV model from 
Toshiba combining picture-in- 
picture capability with Carver 
Sonic Holography sound, the 
52in. TP-5288 is a single-mirror 
model utilizing a newly- 
developed phosphor to improve 
brightness and colour accuracy; 
increased high-voltage focus; and 
a finer pitched mask to improve 
horizontal resolution. 

@ From Panasonic, a VCR 
recorder you can program by 
telephone from virtually 
anywhere in the world — 


Playing with personal video on 
Sony’s stand. 


provided, of course, you've 
remembered to feed it a blank 
tape. 

The PV-4826 (price to be 
announced) connects directly to 
a phone line as well as to your 
TV set and cable or antenna. To 
order it to record a programme, 
the user punches in a two-digit 
access code, then programs the 
deck by using specific letters on 
the telephone dial. 

If you've also remembered to 
turn the TV set on, the commands 
are verified in bold on-screen 
video graphics as they are 
transmitted. Of course, you won't 
be there to see them — but the 
next time you're at home, you 
could ask a friend in, say, 
America, to call the VCR and 
watch as he programs it. 

@ It’s bad enough to be nagged 
by on-screen graphics telling you 
what to do next, but the remote 
control for Sharp Optonica’s VC- 
G980U four-head VCR goes 
one better — it talks back. 

There’s a tiny speaker in the 


control itself and a voice-synthesis 
chip in the VCR. Together they 
sound like a mother-in-law in the 
back seat of the car — all- 
knowing, right every time and 
smarter than you are. 

When you've had enough, the 
VC-G960U ($550 — £315) has 
a feature even the most 
henpecked videophile will 
appreciate — Blue Screen Noise 
Elimination, a system that mutes 
the audio and turns the screen 
blue at the end of a videotape. 


FOR THE potential camcorder 
buyer this fall, the choices are 
getting tougher than ever. 

For example, there’s electronic 
image stabilization, a feature 
offered by Magnavox, Philips 
and Panasonic. 

Sharp is offering the industry's 
first 12:1 zoom lens, for fantastic 
close-ups, as well as a Super VHS 
model with detachable 3in. 
colour LCD. 

And Quasar has a Super VHS 
model with sensitivity 
approaching 1 lux. 

Toshiba's SK-3D7 3D 
camcorder, announced in 
January, finally is a reality at 
$2850 (£1650) (including 3D 
adapter and LCD glasses). 

Sony's CCD-V220 claims to 
be the first camcorder with PCM 
digital stereo recording and 
playback while Panasonic 
countered with two models 
which offer time-lapse 
photography. 

The trouble is that no single 
camcorder has it all. The jitter- 
free models from Philips and 
Panasonic, for example, are not 
Super VHS. Toshiba’s 3D model 
can be used as a conventional 
camcorder, but lacks many of the 
features found on far less 
expensive models. And so on. 

Typical of the image 
stabilization models is 
Magnavox’s CVJ360 full-size 
VHS, priced at $2400 (£1370) 
and weighing 3.2kg. The lens is 
gimbal-mounted with a servo 
control that moves the lens in 
proportion to and out of phase 
with the movement of the 
camcorder, resulting in a jitter- 
free recording made while 
walking or riding in a moving 
vehicle. It also adds several 
ounces to the weight of the unit. 

Part of Sharp’s new Optonica 
line, the LCD-equipped 
camcorder will be the only unit P 
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Get a bigger house 
for Mitsubishi’s home 
theatre system. 


<4 with colour viewfinder capability. 
The monitor becomes a personal 
video, complete with tuner and 
recorder section when detached 
from the lens-camera assembly. 
The unit is expected to sell for 
more than $2000 (£1150), and 
be available in about a year. 

Sharp's 12:1 variable speed 
power zoom lens actually is 
available on two camcorders, the 
C-format VL-C750U and full-size 
VL-L250U. Both incorporate 
flying erase heads. 

Sony's EDV-9500 at $3300 
(£1900) may well be the most 
expensive single-unit camcorder 
now on the consumer market. It’s 
the first ED Beta model, intended 
for what the company terms the 
‘prosumer’. 

The unit claims over 500 lines 
of horizontal resolution, 8-bit 
digital picture functions, dual 
flying erase heads for assemble 


editing, and lots more. 

The luminance FM carrier has 
been shifted from 5.6 mHz, 
found on SuperBeta VCRs, to 9.3 
mHz. Frequency deviation has 
been increased from the 
SuperBeta 1.2 mHz level to 2.5 
mHz. Signal-to-noise ratio is said 


to be 3db better than SuperBeta. 


And the tape transport 
mechanism has a stabilizer to 
reduce picture jitter from tape 
movement. 

Like Super VHS, the EDV-9500 
has separate Y/C terminals. 

Digital effects include still/slow 
and stop motion; flash motion, 
which picks up single field signals 
and displays them at variable 
time intervals; single frame 
advance, noiseless fast forward 
or reverse scanning up to 15 
times normal speed, and digital 
scan which lets the tape be 
screened in either direction at 60 


Keen interest in S-VHS 
camcorders by Panasonic. 


times normal speed. 

New 8mm models include the 
Ricoh R-600 and R-600S, the 
VX-802 from Olympus, Sanyo’s 
VMD3 and VMD5, and two * 
models from Fisher, the FVC-701 
and FVC-901. 

Fisher's pair, priced at $1199 
(£700) and $1500 (£850) 
respectively, offer flying erase 
head, digital audio focus, auto 
white balance and 2/3in. 
monochrome CRT monitor. The 
701 weighs 1.2kg. and uses a 
two-speed digital autofocus 
system. 

The 901 has five switchable 
shutter speeds, from 1/100 to 1/ 
4000 seconds; graphics/titles 
superimposition and other special 

fects 


effects. 
For $1650 (£950), the Ricoh 
R-600 offers advanced digital 
titling, image superimposition, 
special effects, a 6x f1.6 zoom 
lens with macro and other 
features. Title information, data 
or time can be entered into the 
camcorder's memory then 
superimposed on a scene when 
desired, in any of eight colours. 
Price hasn't been set on the 
companion R-600S, which 
comes with a 380,000-pixel CCD 
imager. Shutter speed is variable 
from 1/60 to 1/2000 seconds. 
Sanyo’s $1200 (£700) D3 and 
$1500 (£850) D5 sport such 
features as high-speed electronic 


shutter, digital auto focus, flying 
erase head and automatic date 
insertion. 

The D5 features a variable 
high-speed electronic shutter, 
three-head special effects, line-in 
recording and digital title 
imposer. 

Olympus’ VX-802 weighs in at 
1.2kg. without battery. It has a 
two-speed shutter, advanced 
Piezo auto focus system, 1/2in. 
CCD, and 2/3in. (1.7cm) b&w 
viewfinder. 

For nature photography, 
Panasonic's full-sized VHS PV- 
420 and PV-400 (not priced) 
may be just the ticket. 

Both are equipped with a time 
lapse function which can be set 
to record one second of action 
every minute. Both units have a 
high-speed (1/500 or 1/1000 
second) shutter mode, index- 
address search and power zoom/ 
macro lens. The 420 is also 
equipped with an audio/video 
dubbing function as well as 
flying erase head. 

The Toshiba is a C-format unit 
which claims 400,000 pixels from 
its 2/3in. CCD imager and 
resolution over 400 horizontal 
lines. It offers HQ PRO as well as 
Super VHS circuitry, comes with 
1.7 autofocus 6X power zoom 
lens at a price of $2850 (£1650). 

JVC's latest is the HR-S5O000U, 
a full-sized Super VHS camcorder 
with HQ circuitry, a tape- 
stabilizing head drum and 
double-azimuth four-head 
combination video head system. 
An on-screen menu permits timer 
programming, clock. and status 
setting, half-loading tape 
mechanism and more. Price not 
announced. 

The Mitsubishi HS-C30U is a C- 
format camcorder with a 
minimum light level of 10 lux, 
four-position variable high speed 
shutter, tape indexing and a 6:1 
zoom and macro lens 
adjustment. Price: $1700 (£970). 

Quasar’s low-lux (1 lux) VM- 
27AC and VM-26AC Super VHS 
camcorders are priced at $2200 
(£1250) and $1800 (£1030). 
The former is a VHS-C model, 
the latter-a full-sized camcorder. 
Both units offer digital strobe 
and wipe, dual image effects, 
high-speed shutter, 330,000 
pixels, flying erase head, 8:1 
power zoom lens and playback 
special effects. 

And the Hitachi VM-5100A 
has a. 2/3in. (1.7cm) MOS image 
sensor, 300,000 pixels, 5 lux 
illumination, 380 lines of 
horizontal resolution and weighs 
2.8kg. with battery O 
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Very Special 


© Tilts/Swivels vertically and horizontally 
e 4 leaf barn-doors (included) 
H/R Prot. filter (included) 


‘ Price 


works off 49-89 Mbzupto Breakthrough 
sa range 


‘ Only 


with apparel clip 
This wireless system can also be 
used with other external mics. 


Fe | re Price 
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variable output (volume) 
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(Please state make & model of your camera with order) DELIVERY High fidelity colour © Wide angle vision 


SET 1 ila IN FREE WALLET SET 2 SUPPLIED IN FREE WALLET ‘‘ 


Variable tension pan and tilt. 


Improves results reer very bright Produces a diffused outer. 

ighting conditions. Reduces the ( ) Surround a clear central image. 
aout of light passing through Emphasizes the centre of the , 
the lens. Ideal for beach or snow picture area. Used for ‘flashbacks’ 
jocations. or dream sequences. 


Generates rays of light emanating 
from any bright point light source 
such as distant car headlights, 
sunlight twinkling on water etc 


Enhances the overall results of 


or white sky, Produces a better 
balanced result than by using back 


Pan lock and tilt lock. 
Vari-angle pan handle. 


Wingnut fitting. INCLUDING 
Removeable locating pin. FREE DELIVERY 


Variable elevator friction 


ight control. 

i locking tri-brace. 

atmosphere. Gives an overall mist tigh ht rays or repeat highlights 
iT 


or foagy effect. Suggests mystery, ich break up into the spectral Extends to an extra-high 73" ; 
or cold wintery days when used on I f the rainbow ” . 
andscapes. fie! a, Closes to 29.5 


a oe freee All black satinized. 
BOTH SETS ONLY INCLUDING FREE DELIVERY Spiked or rubber feet. 
Please state make & model of your camera (for filter size) © Optional d 


Used to create mood or @ pintat to starbunel, but produces 
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CUT-PRICE 
CAMCORDERS 


Vivitar Magic 8 c.£899 


The bargain Fuji POOOAF £899 
hunter’s guide 
to Video 8 


Sony CCD-V30 
Sony M&S 


BUYING A camcorder is rather like trying to hitch a ride on 
a runaway train. New technology tends to rattle past 
bemused onlookers struggling to make some sense of it all. 

Just when you see something you like, it flashes past and 
another gizmo-ridden technotrap is competing for your 
attention. 

Clackety clack, don’t look back? 

Perhaps the secret is to stand aside and take stock 
because the camcorder conveyor belt ultimately works to 
the advantage of the consumer, with last year’s models 
subject to tumbling prices. The dealer adverts in WHAT 
VIDEO are dripping with bargains. 

As far as 8mm is concerned, the basic technology has 
remained the same over the last three years; the main 
change is a swarm of fast shutter speeds. 

High performance, narrow gap video heads have 
increased the frequency response — and picture quality — 
on the Sony CCD-V90 and V200 models but such progress 
has so far eluded the mid-range camcorders. 

The advantages of 8mm remain unchanged: an excellent 
sound system, courtesy of multiplexed FM audio technology; 
and an integral flying erase video head for ultra-clean 
edits. ; 

So how much is there to choose, for example, between 
the new Canon E70 and last year’s VM-E2? 

A discerning shopper must balance the former's technical 
refinements with considerations of price. After alll, it’s 
possible to pick up the VM-E2 for £300 less than the E70! 

Suggested retail prices don’t mean squat to most dealers. 

If they stock an old 8mm camcorder, they have to make 
it cache = not apd with ie oa rc new ——— 
models but also with comparable discounted older 
machines. It is, as they say, a ‘buyers marker. Vivitar Magic 8 c.£899 

This month we re-examine six 8mm golden oldies, now 
available for less than £1000 prior to this autumn’s influx of | ALSO KNOWN as the Sanyo VM-D1 and Fisher FVC- —/ 
new machinery. The prices we quote are average discount P801, this 1.6kg model (with battery and cassette) sports a/ 
levels seen over our past few issues. 49mm f1.6 lens and a 9-54mm power zoom, plus macro. 
Some of the bargains to be had are quite extraordinary. In addition to the usual autopilot facilities, this is one of 
@ By Steve May and lan Campbell. two models in the group offering the now-common 
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a 2 a 
Canon - Manufacturers of Cameras, Videos, Calculators, Copiers, Computers, Facsimile, Typewriters and Micrographics. 


320,000 PIXELS '/2 INCH CCD. FLYING ERASE HEAD. 8MM TAPE. 3 HR RECORD ON LONG PLAY. ACTIVE 
AUTOFOCUS & MANUAL. 9-54MM F1.4 MULTI COATED LENS. MIN ILLUMINATION 7 LUX. AUTO WHITE BALANCE 
& LOCK. BACKLIGHT COMPENSATION. WHITE FADE. RECORD REVIEW. WEIGHT 1.1KG (W/O BATTERY 150G), 


MOTION 
PICTURES 


Simple one touch operation. 
Perfectly balanced lightweight design. 
Sharper natural pictures. 

Fully automatic program mode. 
Crisp hi-fi sound reproduction. 
Self timer and interval timer. 
High speed shutter. 

Two field auto exposure system. 


Autofocus 6 x power zoom lens 
with macro. 


Canon E70 


<4 embellishment of a high speed electronic shutter — in this 
case 1/1500 second. 

As you may well know, faster shuttering improves 
definition in slow motion, enabling frame-by-frame analysis 
of sporting events and the like. 

Unlike many such camcorders currently available, the 
Vivitar actually enables this slo-mo effect to be played back 
in-camera, albeit with varying degrees of success. 

Playback clarity is variable between models, although 
nearly always superior to comparable machines from the 
VHS-C camp. 

However, there is a price to be paid; fast shuttering can 
give a stroboscopic effect in normal replay, and needs good 
ight. 

Unlike the other camcorders in this bargain basement 
rummage, the Vivitar has no Long Play facility, so there’s a 
recording ceiling of 90 minutes per blank. 

Conversely, the camera will play back pre-recorded LP 
8mm ‘material, making it backwards compatible. 

Low light ranking is a competitive lux. 

Its autofocus is an excellent ‘digital’ variant of the 
Panasonic piezo system, which uses a microprocessor to 
locate the point of sharpest relief by finding the sharpest 
peak in the electrical image. Unlike transmit and receive 
infra-red systems, this is both quiet and reliable. 

Picture performance is equally noteworthy. The machine 
is able to resolve more than 250 horizontal lines on our 
standard laboratory test charts. Colour reproduction is also 
fine; there are no appreciable registration problems evident. 

Audio reproduction is bright and clear, with an 
impressive frequency response in excess of 20kHz. 

The supplied NP-22 Ni-Cad battery can be persuaded 
to run for around 45 minutes, depending on the level of 
automation used. 


Value rating kK Ok 


Sony ccD -V30 Han y ccm The Vivital Magic 8 is based upon the Sanyo VM-D1 — also now 
Auto €.£650 _exvily discounted. 


VERY ATTRACTIVE — and titchy — upgrade on Sony's 
original M8 Handycam (also available as the Fuji PSOOAF). 

Finished in an attractive silver, it’s surprisingly hefty for its 
size at 1.7kg all up. It has a 46mm, f1.6 lens and a limited 
range, manual 12-30mm zoom — unique in Video 8, but 
undeniably economic with battery power. 

A plastic fin is spun right for telephoto and left for wide- 
angle — effective enough but not particularly versatile. 

Reliable automatic focus and white balance systems 
mean hassle-free shooting and there’s a manual focus 
override if you prefer. Low light capability is rated at 1 2lux. 

Balance and handling is fine, given the usual difficulties of 
panning with ‘must-cradle’ style cameras. 

Video performance in Standard Play mode, however, is 
little more than average for the format. It records around 
245 lines of horizontal resolution (by way of comparison, 
the £1800 V200 warrants an incredible 270-line rating), 
but the camcorder gives excellent colour registration with 
minimal colour bleeding. 

At the slower recording speed (giving a maximum of bf 
three hours capacity), resolution predictably dips and 
there’s an increase in picture grain — but this is no different Yam, 
to the bulk of comparable V8s. The Handycam Auto has a limited 

A more significant grumble is the poor quality on-board manual zoom but is easy to use and 
microphone. It picks up every fumble of sausage-fingered economic on battery power. 
cameramen and records the whirring of the auto-focus > 
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<4 system with alarming clarity. 

Thankfully, there’s a provision for a supplementary mic. 
Only when this is mounted (on the shoe above the existing 
mic) can the full potential of the 8mm FM sound system be 
realised. 

The supplied NP-22 Ni-Cad battery can be coaxed to 
run for around 45 minutes. 


kk kkk 


Value rating 


Fuji PGOOAF c.£899 


THE FUJI P6OOAF camcorder is no featherweight by today’s 
exacting standards, but a hefty 1.85kg all up doesn’t 
detract from a generous endowment of useful features. 

Using Sony V50 electronics (but with Fuji optics) and with 
an increasingly alluring price tag, this is an attractive 
addition to any 8mm shopping list. 

The distinctive mushroom hood caps a 46mm f1.6 lens, 
bolstered by a 12-72mm focal range power zoom and 
macro capability. 

Focus (auto/manual) and white balance controls (indoor/ 
outdoor) are coupled with a one-touch backlight 
compensation button and Record Review. 

Built before the current obsession with fast shutter speeds, 
the P600AF majors on date/time character generator and 
a still-unique graphic superimposer: shoot a prepared text 
or picture, recall it from the lithium cell memory at will, and 
you can drop it onto live footage. 

Only one image can be memorised but there’s no 
limitation on the type, provided it contains some level of 
absolute black. 

The effect works on everything from trees to text, and the 
capacity to add the image in one of eight colours (white, 
blue, green, cyan, black, yellow, violet or red), makes it an 
excellent facility for creative applications. 

Two recording speeds are offered, with picture 
performance resolving an impressive 260 lines in Standard 
Play with good dynamic range. 

Colour performance is a tad pale, but registration is fine. 

Picture linearity is also generally OK although we noticed 
a poor reading of geometrical shapes — circles reproduce 
as slightly squashy ovals. 

Long Play saw a predictable increase in luminance grain, 
chroma noise and instability. Resolution also dipped, but 
there’s nothing unusual in that. 


A digital superimposer 
facility makes the Fuji 
P600AF (and Sony V50 
lookalike) unique 
amongst 8mm 
contenders. 


VER GhEnA ARCO 


On the audio front, some hiss is evident alongside a light 
buzz from the autofocus, although it remains an 
improvement on the P300AF/Sony V30. 

Well built and easy to use, the P6OOAF will squeeze 
some 50 minutes (if you're lucky) from a standard NP-22 
Ni-Cad. Low light rating is quoted at 13lux. 


Value rating tO Ik 
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Unconventionally placed zoom rockers characterise the VM-E2’s 
camera controls. 


Off-the-shoulder chic for 
the Canon VM-E2. 


This configuration can take some getting used to. Hasty 
Canon VM-E2 c.£850 fumbling for the right button can be disastrous and it's 
interesting to note that with the E70, Canon adopts the 


HISTORIANS MIGHT like to note that the VM-E2 was the more ‘friendly’ and convenfional zoom control position — 
first Canon to use a CCD imaging chip instead of a Saticon — - fi . jardin Cc senle’do non 
tube — but the inclusion of this lightweight technology does h ‘abe eh ale ge ‘he bi ik pe ? oe i h 
not prevent the VM-E2 from porking in at a bulky 1.95kg. * ei operation, as the bulky chassis rests on the right 

Who would have thought this the predecessor to the : ce oy id i cars sutcediae Renee Garon ied ie 
lightest full function camcorder yet (the E70, see last issue)? anne ‘is eit f Ir k fe “de Y rm 

The VM-E2’s stubby snout houses a 48mm f1.2 lens with — '9UING hat the weight-rall makes tor steadier camerawork. 
a 8-48mm power zoom, plus macro If portability is your preference, then look elsewhere. 

Two presets masquerade as an auto white balance asics sound recording & Opec bie only a . 
system (no self-monitoring occurs) while an infra-red minimum of servo noise captured, picture performance is 


transmit and receive autofocus system has a manual routine. : 
avanide Confronted with our test charts, the camera resolved 


More unusually, the iris can be manually adjusted for around 245 lines in Standard Play. Linearity and colour 


backlight compensation. fidelity remain fine. 


Another control oddity is the relegation of the zoom a Ploy anrepearsiel Say Fi mare oP ms Het 
rockers to the leftside of the camcorder, along with the FOSOIUNON: ER GOW) Bans Herter ie 
seund “w' sadion fader Canon’s unique, and slightly bulky power pack. Minimum 


lighting requirement is a versatile 8lux. 


Valve rating tok 
Minolta 8100 c.£999 


SOURCED FROM Hitachi and also available as the £1000 
Loewe Opta Profi 800, the Minolta 8100's main claim to 
fame is its weight. 

At 1.35kg (battery and cassette included) it was the 
lightest full function camcorder on the market (just before the 
Sony V90), until Canon lopped off 50 grammes and 
introduced the VM-E70. 

Its newest claim to fame is an incredible shrinking price 


BACK REC ty : : 3 
LIGHT REVIEW tag. First launched in February at £1199, Minolta has now 
fous al reduced it to £999, perhaps in response to that dealerland 
AUTO cost-cutting that makes a mockery of recommended retail 
price. 


So what do you get for your money? 

A 9-54mm lens and a 6x power zoom, with macro 
capability, is housed within a cluttered barrel that scores no 
No fader for the Sony V50. points for aesthetics. However, it’s a beautifully-balanced =>» 
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<4 camcorder that’s easy to handle. Ribbed panels in front of Look for the Handycam bundled with an 8mm portable 
the zoom rocker bars help sustain a comfortable grip. ag tae? hin, every a 

Clear evidence of the 8100's Hitachi heritage is a manual sed ici 
iris which can be used for backlight compensation or as a 
picture-only fader. Useful but fidgety to operate. 

Also featured is a date superimposer, fast shutter option 
(1/1000) and an iris control. 

The fast shuttering speed can be enjoyed in-camera, via 
an effective Frame Advance facility. 

The 8100 also has a Long Play facility — activated from 
the busy leftside control panel. Playback buttons are all 
located topside, along with the electronic viewfinder which 
helpfully relays battery level, date and tape counter, as well 
as tape speed, Record and fast shutter information. 

Minimum light capability is rated at 8lux. 

Using Hitachi’s unique battery pack, worn on the back- 
end, 20 minutes of recording is possible with modest use of 
the zoom. 

Audio performance is impressive courtesy of the distinctive 
omni-directional mic. Sitting on the lens barrel, it is far 
enough forward to avoid picking up servo and handling 
noise. The results are bright and clear at both speeds, with 
a minimum of tape hiss. 

Image reproduction is a little flat, with flaring particularly 
noticeable on bright blues. 

Line resolution is Standard Play was rated around 245, 
while contrast was poor. There was also evidence of slight 
picture instability and grain. Long Play resolved 240 lines, 
with more picture agitation and a little bearding. 


Value rating kkk 
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The Minolta 8100E has a fast shutter (1/ 
1000s) and manual iris. 
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Sony M8 Handycam ¢c.£299 


THE VERY first record-only pocket camcorder, deleted but 
still available and subject to some very attractive special 
dealing (if you ask nicely your dealer may even throw in an 
8mm VCR, for a nominal charge). 

It’s built around a fixed 15mm f1.6 lens and features 
simplistic (but surprisingly’ reliable) colour balance presets 
and a three-position rangefinder focal system that covers, 
in sequence, 1.2-2m, 1.7-4.2m and 4m-plus. 

Despite this simplicity, the unit tips the scales at 1.3kg all 
up. This is largely due to the very heavy bodyshell (almost 
unheard of these days), which in. turn goes some way to 
explaining the M8’s greatest strengths. 

The titanic casing keeps machine noise in check and 
makes the unit unnervingly robust. 

Picture performance is fair. The little popster can resolve 
just over 240 lines, and has excellent linearity and tight 
colour reproduction. It’s a good deal better than its ‘C’ 
format JVC GR-C9 counterpart, but not quite as faithful as 
the Sony V30. 

Perhaps the biggest revelation, however, is battery time. A 
standard Ni-Cad can give an astonishing 70 minutes 
recording capacity. 

Betraying its age, the minimum lighting requirement is a 
sizeable 23lux. Not a machine for wedding videography. 


Value ratin Ok 


The Conclusion 


FOR THE careful 8mm camcorder shopper, there are 
patently some marvellous bargains to be had. 

Technology marches on, but the bulk of these stragglers 
are far from goldbricks and appear an attractive alternative 
to flash new recruits like the Canon E70 and Sony V200. 

The Handycam M8 is the cheapest, and oldest (and 
probably most difficult to find) machine here. Although on 
the verge of extinction, it remains a unique proposition, not 
least because of the convenience and battery life it affords. 

Similarly, the Handycam Auto V30/Fuji P300AF is a 
remarkable buy for the price-conscious. Superbly built, light 
and easy to use, it has a number of virtues that make the 
£650 price tag a snip. 

A secondary, omni-directional, microphone, to replace 
the poor on-board one, will improve the audio quality by 
some degree. These can be purchased for around £50. 

Similarly its telephoto range can be extended with a 
suitable converter, for around £70-£120. 

The big battle, though, is choosing between the Canon, 
Vivitar, Fuji and Minolta. 

The Canon is the heaviest model, although some may 
like the pro-styling; it’s hampered by foolishly placed tele/ 
wide rockers but delivers a fair picture. 

The Minolta has a comparable picture, plus excellent 
sound and a high speed shutter with sympathetic in-camera 
frame advance — and it handles beautifully — but it's also 
the priciest in our round-up. 

The two best imagers in the bunch, both able to resolve 
around 260 lines, come from Fuji and Vivitar. 

The latter has an average body shell and can only record 
at one speed, but is blessed with a superb AF and sound 
system. It’s also a very friendly camera to play with. 

The Fuji P6OOAF (also Sony V50) is, conversely, another 
masterfully-made piece of hi-tech. Although bouncing in at 
the heavier end of the scales, it handles well and 
compensates for the lack of high speed shuttering with a 
truly useful — and unique — titling superimposer. 

Both are classics of their kind O 


First and second generation LaserVision domestic players, the VLP-700 
(left) and VLP-830. . .. 


HERE WE GO AGAIN? 


Barry Fox charts the sorry saga of the Philips 
LaserVision video disc system — and prays that the 
same won’t happen to CD Video 


eldom has any product been so 

eagerly awaited as CD Video. 

The idea of a combination or 
‘combi’ player to handle all sizes and 
types of laser disc, both audio and video, 
is inherently appealing to the public, 
press and trade alike. 

After advance publicity leaks, Philips 
formally announced the CDV format in 
Holland, in March 1987. It was then 
expensively unveiled to the world at 
shows, exhibitions and parties held in 
America, Germany, Japan and Britain 
throughout the year. 

Promised sales dates have come and 
gone. Even the most enthusiastic sup- 
porters of CDV are fast losing interest. 

The CDV debacle is a re-run of the 
bungling which killed LaserVision. Phil- 
ips and its PR people still have time to 
learn from the history of LaserVision. 

The lesson is that — having already 
made the mistake of awakening press, 
trade and public interest at a cost of 
millions — they must now keep people 
informed on what is going on. 

CDV grew out of LaserVision which 
grew out of VLP, the Video Long 
Player. 

In the 60s, researchers at MCA in 
America and Philips in Holland were 
working separately on the same idea; a 
reflective disc with pits in the surface 
read by a laser. 

In 1972 Philips demonstrated VLP to 
the press in Eindhoven. MCA formed a 
division called Discovision and in Decem- 
ber, using the J Love Lucy set at Univer- 
sal Studios in Hollywood, gave a similar 
demonstration. 
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Over the next two years, DV and 
Philips came together and agreed a joint 
standard. 

After demonstrations in Japan, Berlin 
and Cannes through 1974, Philips an- 
nounced that the VLP video disc would 
be ‘available in the UK in 1976/77’. 

This would have put video disc onto 
the market ahead of video tape. But the 
technology was too far ahead of its time 
to mass produce. 

In June 1977, MCA signed with Pio- 
neer. Playing time was doubled by the 
CLV (constant linear velocity) technique 
which is now standard for compact disc. 

The rotational speed of the disc varies 
as it plays, to spread the recorded 
information evenly over the whole area 
of the disc. 

The original video disc format, CAV 
(constant angular velocity), is still used 
where still frame display is needed, 
because on a CAV disc one turn of the 
spiral carried one full TV picture. The 
player senses the difference between 
discs and automatically adjusts. 

In November 1977, five years after 
the first working demonstration, Philips 
announced that it would market the VLP 
video disc in the United States in the 
autumn of 1978. 

This pledge was kept — just. Philips’ 
American subsidiary Magnavox staged a 
trial launch of LaserVision in Atlanta, 
Georgia, in December 1978. 

Before long Pioneer had coined the 
name Laserdisc and was making all the 
running in both Japan and the USA — 
pressing NTSC discs and making NTSC 
players for Philips. 


I June 1984, Pioneer strengthened 
its position by developing the 8in. 
video disc for music video. 

Then came a combi player with solid 
state laser which played 5in. CD audio 
discs, as well as 12in. and 8in. video. 

At the same time Pioneer also modi- 
fied the NTSC Laserdisc standard, by 
incorporating a digital soundtrack as well 
as a conventional FM stereo soundtrack. 

Most of the major Japanese compan- 
ies now sell NTSC Combi players. 
Hence in Japan and the US the launch of 
CDV is a relatively minor step — simply 
the offer of 5in. discs with five minutes of 
video in addition to the other disc for- 
mats already handled by Combi players. 

While video disc sales were develop- 
ing slowly in NTSC countries, a PAL 
format fumbled onto the European 
market. 

In December 1978, as the Atlanta 
launch created world interest, Philips 
had talked of Laservision in Britain ‘as 
early as possible in 1980’. 

In September 1979, Philips switched 
to promising a European launch in 1981 
and announced the decision to convert 
the old Mullard valve factory at Black- 
burn into a disc pressing plant. 

This would be in pilot production in 
the second half of 1980. Blackburn would 
use a new process called 2P (photopoly- 
merisation) instead of pressing. The 2P 
process was later abandoned as too 
slow. 

In March 1980, Philips said that VLP 
in Britain would be the responsibility of 
Philips’ audio division — not the video 
division. This is just what Philips is now 
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Dashed home sale hopes for LaserVision gave way to industrial applications, 
like the BBC Domesday disc and interactive shopping . . . 


saying about CDV. 

In October 1980, trial production be- 
gan at Blackburn. In December, Philips 
changed the name from VLP to Laservi- 
sion, and promised a May 1981 launch 
with 250 titles by the autumn. 

‘I won't allow my team to suffer from 
credibility lacking in other products’ 
pledged divisional director Jimmy Dunk- 
ley, distancing himself from the bungling 
on V2000 then going on in Philips’ video 
cassette division. 


A s Laservision lost its chances of a 
lead on video tape, and the VCR 
standards battle hotted up, Sony pushed 
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Beta with an anti-disc campaign. 


‘We will not be introducing a consum-: 


er video disc player onto this or any 
other market,’ said Tim Steel, then Sony 
UK’s national sales and marketing 
manager. 

‘The story of the video disc,’ ran the 
headline in a full page advert in the New 
York Times of April 14, 1981. ‘It’s a 
rather short one. The video disc player 
can play back pre-recorded program- 
ming. The end.’ 

The rest of the page was left entirely 
blank — an acre of white space con- 
demning the concept of video disc. 


Technical hitches 
have created a 
chicken-and-egg 
problem for CD 
Video. 


In fact, since April 1980, Sony had 
been pressing video discs for industrial 
use. Later Sony joined the combi band- 
waggon in Japan. 

As 1981 dawned a May launch looked 
less and less likely. In March, Philips 
switched to promising a Laservision 
launch in the autumn. This was con- 
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<< firmed by Jimmy Dunkley, in a speech 


given to a retailers’ conference in April 
1981. But nothing happened; there was 
no sight of either discs or players. 

‘Lam sorry if we have inconvenienced 
the press,’ said Dunkley. ‘There is no 
problem with the players, but we are 
delaying for sound marketing reasons. 
The depth of the recession is even 
greater than expected.’ 

Commented one magazine at the 
time: ‘The silly thing is that Philips could 
have just as easily quoted autumn for the 
launch in the first place and nobody 
would have batted an eyelid, because 
everyone knows that autumn is a logical 
launch time. 

‘But as it is, LaserVision’s shining 
image has attracted the tarnish of doubt 
before ever reaching the market.’ 

In September 1981, to try to answer 
mounting disquiet, Philips flew a party of 
journalists to the Blackburn pressing 
plant. 

It was clear that the plant was no- 
where near ready for mass production. 
Women staff sat in front of TV screens 
playing every single disc that came off 
the production line, all the way through. 
There was still a 50 per cent reject rate. 

On the flight back to London, Jimmy 
Dunkley could do nothing but admit that 
the autumn 1981 launch had been can- 
celled. He confessed Philips dared no 
longer even promise a launch date and, 
in a bizarre episode, asked the press to 
cast lots on a likely launch date. 

In November 1981, Philips promised 
a LaserVision launch in 1982. ‘LaserVi- 
sion player production is well up to 
schedule . . . the bulk of the players will 
be manufactured at Philips plant at Has- 
selt in Belgium,’ the company announced 
as 1981 drew to a close. ‘Plans for the 
UK marketing of Laservision are well 
advanced.’ 


a y March 1982 the indefatigable 
Dunkley had sufficient confidence 
to promise a May launch in London and 
the Home Counties. ‘It’s springtime for 
Laservision,’ promised Philips. 

Sure enough, more than five years 


later than planned, LaserVision duly 
crept onto a limited market already 
dominated by tape. 

On May 26, 1982 the Evening Stan- 
dard published a four-page advertising 
supplement announcing the first avail- 
ability of LaserVision, and 120 software 
titles. 

Player price was originally £499, plus 
an extra £50 for remote control. Discs 
cost £16-£18. Philips sold only around 
1,000 players, but in August 1982 an- 
nounced a nationwide launch from Octo- 
ber onwards, with £3 million to be spent 
on advertising. Pioneer followed through 
with a launch in November. 

But sales just did not take off, mainly 
because shops showed little interest in 
stocking discs. 

In theory, there were several hun- 
dred titles available, and each year 
through till 1986 saw more announce- 
ments of more software, with more 
brave words from Philips and more 
money spent on selling the format — but 
still only a handful of shops bothered to 
stock more than a few discs. 

Philips tried everything; first subsidis- 
ing the production of discs, to minimise 
the software companies’ risk, and then 
buying discs outright for sale on to the 
public — reducing the risk to zero. 

By September 1982, player price was 
down to £449 and £399 plus free discs 
worth £50. In October 1983, Philips 
claimed a catalogue of 400 titles and 
1000 dealers across the country. But 
player prices were now down to £299 — 
still with £50 worth of free discs. 

In March 1984, the ever-hopeful 
Dunkley proclaimed that ‘No-one should 
have any doubts about the future market 
for video disc.’ Player price was cut to 
£229. 

In May, the price of discs was slashed 
by nearly half to around £10. Another £2 
million was spent on national advertising 
— and still the format did not take off. 

In July 1984, Philips desperately an- 
nounced that LV player sales for June 
had been double those for the corre- 
sponding period of 1983. ‘Double what?’ 
I asked, but never got a reply. 


By July 1986, feature film discs were 
going for as little as £4.99. 

By late 1986, the format was tacitly 
agreed to be a dead duck for domestic 
use and all efforts went into selling 
LaserVision as an industrial tool. 

Wholesaler Lightning continued to 
stock film discs which sold to a captive 
market of a few thousand for £20 or £30 
each. 

But this year, with the promise of 
CDV and digital sound, Blackburn will no 
longer press what it regards as old- 
fashioned analogue sound LV discs. 


hilips now says it will be launching 

CD Video in September this year. 
Pioneer plays safe and promises 
October. 

In Japan and America Pioneer can 
afford to go it alone because the com- 
pany is in the driving seat, having bought 
disc releasing rights from the software 
companies. But this is not so in Europe. 

Philips is interested only in selling the 
hardware. Responsibility for software 
sits with subsidiary Polygram. 

The Philips/Polygram hope is that the 
rest of the film and record industry (eg 
Warner, CBS, EMI, Virgin and RCA) 
will follow suit. 

Pioneer will follow on with hardware 
and a smidgeon of software if and when 
the others have got things moving. So 
will Yamaha, Panasonic, Sony and the 
rest of Japan. 

This has created a tangled chicken and 
egg situation. 

The software companies want reas- 
surance that Philips has cracked techni- 
cal problems in producing the player. 

Philips wants reassurance that the 
pressing plant at Blackburn has licked 
technical problems in mastering and 
pressing CDV discs with digital sound. 

Both Philips and PDO admit that they 
are up against a special problem — for 
many years, the LaserVision video disc 
format has been producing high quality 
pictures and the trade, press and public 
in Europe will reject PAL CDV if it does 
not perform equally well. 

So far it doesn’t O 


Don't blow the 
chance for CD Video 
combi players. 
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SONY V50 + TV 
~ 


Brand new 8mm full-specification autofocus camcorder 

with infra-red remote control. 

@ 8.5-68mm f1.4 8x power zoom lens with macro 

@ 1/1000 and 1/500 second high shutter speed 

@ Flying erase head for noise-free edits 

@ 400,000 pixel 2" CCD 

@ 7 lux low-light recording 

@ Built in titler and auto date 

@ Sepia recording mode 

@ Fade in/out 

@ Infra-red.remote controller for 
recording and zooming from a 
distance 

Includes full accessory pack. 

In stock now! 


Free £113 Sunpak 
Video Light! 


8mm camcorder incorporating digital memory to title 
videos in 8 colours. 12-72/f1.6 6x AF power zoom 
lens, date/time function. Plus Sony 
KV1460 black screen 14” colour él 
TV. Total package worth £1328. 

FREE! 

Sunpak Video light 
CV300 30W halogen lamp, integral 
NiCad battery plus charger. Buy at Tecno 
for £113 or free with marked camcorders! 


Pro. specification 8mm camcorder, weighs 1.1kg. 
440,000 pixel CCD, 1/2000 second shutter, 7 lux 
operation, manual iris control. 12—72/f1.6 macro 


power zoom, FM hi-fi sound quality. £1499 @ 


Complete with accessory Fa 
pack and hard cystome case. ~ 

In stock: Xv T500 £407. 20. xv ¢700 0 
£540.60. XV 1600 Picture Computer 540° 
New 8mm in stereo! 8x 
zoom, 440K pixels, 1/50 
— 1/4000 sec shutter, 5 
lux. Now OF 
in stock. £, 17 
State-of-the-art 
VHS-C. High 
resolution 
390,000 pixel 
CCD, 8-head rec- 
cording system, vari-speed (1/50, 1/250, 1/500, 1/1000 
sécond) shutter. Two speed 9-54/f1.4 6x power zoom, 


8mm autofocus 
camcorder with 


4 a D ie automatic fade in/out with record 
0mm TT: on/off, Master Edit Control system. £, 
macro'zoom Weight 1.2Kg. Hard case supplied. 


lens. Infra-red autofocus. 12 lux low-light recording. 
Instant playback through TV or viewfinder. 3 hour 


long play mode. 12 months all risk VAS VIVITAR MAGIC 


a 
. Vwitar | 


insurance. Includes black cordura 
holdall, battery and charger. 


8mm camcorder ee 
with 1/1500 sec. shutter, 6x power 
zoom, pS pond still, ii ho ore 
replay. rd case. 


£899 
ACCESSORIES 


5.00 SONY £180 PRO-X 
SMM TAPE 
rrr POLAROI QGMP 3 PACK 


VHS camcorder with 
sophisticated plug-in 
character generator. 

Hi-speed 1/500 and 
1/1000 sec. shutter, 2 
step autofocus, 9-54/f1.2 6x power zoom lens, flying 


erase head. On- co oe rip for 
stable shooting. With hard case, £1790 
PANASONIC MCTO 


character generator, accessories. 
VHS-C camcorder with plug- 


in character generator (as 
on M7B). High-speed 1/500 
and 1/1000 sec: shuiter, 8 
heads plus flying erase for 
insert edits. 2-step focus 
zone system, 9-54/f1.2 6x 
power macro zoom, date/time 
function. Weight 1.3Kg. With case, 
nerator, accessories. 


KODAK E180 VHS TWINPACK 


EC30 SHG 3 PACK 
SUPER HIGH GRADE 


REFLECTA 30 
REFLECTALS 


eolere 6134 


3 section tripod, quick 
release locks. Large fluid 
effect pan and tilt head. 
Extends to 150cm. With 


CANON E708 


MINOLTA SIOOE 


Super-compact 8mm 
camcorder with 1/1000 
second shutter. 6x power 
zoom lens. insert editing 
function. 8 lux recording. 
1.3Kg including battery 
and tape. New low price! 
Was £1190, now £999! 
Also C1-E VHS-C model with free 
£104 0.65x/1.5x tele/wide lenses — 
call for price. 8100E complete, 


£999 


Canon 8mm. Auto- 
focus, 6x f1.4 power 
zoom, 7 lux, flying 


erase head ‘6]099 


fade in/out ded 


JVC JX-C7 
Video Corrector 


Joystick control colour 
balance, enhancement, 


TECNO KENSINGTON 
360 Kensington High St, LondonW14. 01-602 5311 


TECNO EUSTON 


326 Euston Road, London NW1. 01-388 2871 
TECNO CITY 

120 Moorgate, London EC2. 01-588 4831 
TECNO HOLBORN 

3 Procter Street, London WC1. 01-831 9398 
TECNO BIRMINGHAM 

1 Suffolk Street, Birmingham 1. 021-632 5737 
TECNO BRISTOL 

Rupert Street, Bristol 1. 0272-214421 
TECNO GUILDFORD 

141 High Street, Guildford 1 0483-30201 1 
TECNO LEEDS 

34 The Headrow, Leeds 1. 0532-425010 
TECNO MANCHESTER 

St. Peter's Square, Manchester 2. 061-228 0461 
TECNO READING 


56 Station Hill, Reading 1. 0734-591005 


TECNO SOUTHAMPTON 

89 Commercial Rd, Southampton 1. 
TECNO MAIL ORDER SHOP 
Hampton Road West, Feltham. 
Postage, packing and insurance, £2 per item. Call us 
using Access/Visa on our 24 hour Hotline or send 


cheques or postal orders. Same day despatch. 
9 Hampton Farm Ind. Est, Feltham, Middx TW13 6DB. 


OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAYS 9 - 5! 


01-898 9934 FN= 


Teeno Charge Card. 
£1500 on-the-spot credit! 
Subject to status. 

Ask for written details at any Tecno. 


OUT NOW! 


Free Camera & Video is 
From any Tecno or call free on . 


0703-229227 


01-898 9934 


For more information on the Akai range of products, 


Most of us have different pieces of equip- 
ment at home needing separate remote controls 
- TVs, video recorders, midi systems etc. 

Being an audio/visual company, Akai looked 
at the problem of how to integrate them and 
came up with the perfect solution. 

The Universal Remote Control. 

It’s a new concept that allows 
you to control your complete audio and 
visual system with one remote control. 

It comes not as a costly option, but as a 
standard feature on four of our new 1988 
video cassette recorders. 

By following the simple programming pro- 
cedures you can transfer the control signals from 
all your existing (infra-red) remote controls 
onto our Universal Remote Control (up to 45 
functions can be operated). After that you can 
throw your old ones away. 


Any person who has juggled with two or 
three remote controls can appreciate the benefit 
of our Universal Remote Control. However, this 
is only the latest example in Akai’s leading 
position in audio/visual technology. 

Choose one of our new video recorders and 
you'll find other Akai features that will pleasantly 
surprise you. Like IMS which gives you pro- 
gramming instructions clearly displayed on your 
TV screen, with the 
controls at your 
fingertips...or finding 
the beginning of 
recordings now made 
simple (thanks to our 
“Index Search” and “Intro Scan”) and fast; 
because of our QSS “Quick Sta ystem 
which cuts the delay betweert selecting “Play” 
or “Record” and action to a remarkable 1.5 
seconds,all of which means you spend less time 
searching mofe time enjoying. 

So nom, with an Akai video recorder and 
Universal Remote Control, you can integrate 
your audio/visual system, sit back, relax and 
enjoy it. 


PROGRAM] 


please phone our Sales Desk on: 01-897 0951 


WITH OUR 40 YEARS IN PHOTOGRAPHY YOU 
CAN DEPEND ON EURO FOTO CENTRE TO BE IN 
THE FOREFRONT WHEN IT COMES TO VIDEO 
PHOTOGRAPHY. OUR NEW VIDEO CENTRE AT 
EFC CAN NOW TRANSPORT YOU INTO THE 
FASCINATING NEW WORLD OF IMAGE MAKING. 


| EURO VIDEO CENTRE | 


old card holders save 10% of 2 our prices. ALL ROADS LEAD TO EFC— 
Ask for details. Trade-ins welcome. Easy to Shop at: Easy to Find 
Over 8000 lines on dis noisy, 


grec 


Euro Foto Centre, High Road, Cowley, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex. Tel: (0895) 448224 
Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30; Free parking 


Ga 
CENTRE 


Akai VS-23/Amstrad VCR-6000/Ferguson FV20B 
— VHS recorders — £330/£300/£300 


TRIPLE TON TRIO 


The budget VHS sector continues to surprise us with 
better pictures and prices. Nick Bellenberg compares 
three strong new contenders 


Our budget VHS trio, from top: Akai VS-23, Ferguson FV-20 and Amstrad VCR-6000. 
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<< ALMOST EVERY month I’m reminded 


of the continual advances made in the 
electronics industry — and, seemingly, 
nowhere is progress more visible than 
in video. 

Just when you think that picture 
quality can’t be made any higher, 
prices lowered, or the number of fea- 
tures increased, these things happen — 
which is good news for all of us. 

Why do | mention this? Well, after 
auditioning these three black boxes, it’s 
occurred to me that for £300 — or 
thereabouts — you can get a lot more 
VCR than you used to. Sometimes, at 
least... 


Description 


All of these VCRs are black (trés origin- 
ale), and their trim dimensions speak 
volumes for the magnetic tape diet. 
Indeed the Akai was small enough to fit 
inside my attaché case — and I'm not 
boasting about the size of my case. 

The Amstrad VCR-6000 is, by its 
previous standards, dressed as for a 
funeral — not even the record button 
demonstrates a splash of colour. Not a 
complaint mind — the overall effect is 
a professional look. 

What lets this machine down, styling- 
wise, is positively the largest remote 
control I've ever seen. The comic na- 
ture of this item is heightened by its 
surface’s sparse sprinkling of tiny but- 
tons. Still, with four AA batteries in it the 
heavy end could be useful if you had to 
tackle an intruder... 

The Ferguson FV20B is, as usual, a 
dolled-up JVC. Ferguson has com- 
pletely reworked JVC's front panels to 
disguise the true blood-line, and in 
doing so has made the appearance of 
half its own range completely different 
to the other. 

This machine looks good with the 
flap closed — all major tape controls 
are exposed ordinarily, with the swit- 
ches sensibly angled upwards for ease 
of under-telly pressing. With the flap 
open it looks, frankly, a bit of a mess. 

The Akai VS-23 is individually styled 
with a rounded front panel flap 
through which protrude the Stop, Play 
and Pause controls. Everything else is 
underneath this, but you'll probably 
never need to unhinge it, as the remote 
control is comprehensive to say the 
least. It even has a flap of its own! 

As | intimated earlier, the Akai is 
compact. By far the shortest of this trio, 
it is like many of the female folk of its 
mother land — small but perfectly 
formed. 

Inside the black boxes, all machines 
seem competently constructed. The 
Amstrad’s mechanics seen the least 
substantial of all, though. Of the trio, 
the Amstrad is the one that needs the 
hardest shove to get the tape sucked 
into the works. 

All machines feature Auto-On when 
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the tape is pressed into the slot. 

Nothing new there, but what is rela- 
tively unusual is the Akai’s auto lace-up. 
The tape is wrapped around the head 
drum on insertion, and a legend 
marked ‘Quick Start’ lights up on the 
machine's fascia. 

If you make snap recording deci- 


sions — and have a tape in the 
machine on Standby — this could be 
one for you. 


Even Fast Forward and Rewind take 
place with the tape in this position. | 
can't say whether or not this would 
appreciably accelerate tape wear, but 
Akai addresses this question somewhat 
by switching off the head drum motor if 
the tape has been stationary for over 
five minutes. 

Feature-wise the Akai is packed to 
the gunwhales, while the Ferguson 
looks very modestly endowed. 

The Amstrad’s main goodies are its 
Long Play facility and the LCD-aided 
remote timer setting. 

On the subject of timer setting, the 
Akai uses a digitally generated display 
superimposed on the TV screen to help 
remote timer programming, while the 
Ferguson forces you to peer squinty- 
eyed at the machine’s own LED 
window. 

While the Amstrad sports a dual- 
speed picture search, the Akai has a 
more useful range of tape transport 
functions, including double speed and 
slow motion playback. The Ferguson is 
equipped merely with the base essen- 
tials of tape manipulating life. 


Operation 


Setting up these machines was much of 
a muchness, all of them needing the 
same presses on tuner and clock setting 
buttons to get them wound up and 
working. It’s worth noting that when 
subjected to a momentary simulated 
power failure, only the Akai’s clock 
kept on running. 

And if you were worried about what 
to do with these things fear not, for all 
machines had clear, English language- 
only instruction books. 

Connections aren't as standard as 
you may have thought nowadays. 
Both the Ferguson and the Amstrad 
have Scart connectors to look after the 
business of Audio/Video In/Out, but 
the Akai favours good old fashioned 
phono sockets. 

The most demanding/tiresome part 
of VCR operation is timer setting. Doing 
this remotely is a wheeze that has 
understandably caught on quite wide- 
ly. All of these machines feature remote 
programming as mentioned earlier. 

The Amstrad lets you choose your 
programme selections individually on 
the remote unit, and when correct, 
transmit them to the VCR. Correcting a 
mistake before transmitting involves 
going back to the beginning and start- 
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>> BEST BUY<< 


AKAI VS-23 CONTROLS 

1. Loading mouth 2. Eject 3. Power 
4. Infra red window 5. Record button 
6. Channel selector 7. LED 8. Sub-pan 
9. Instant record 10. Input selector 


el 


11. Timer Rec 12. Tape transport buttons 


13. Tracking 14, Edit 15. Sharpness 
16. Tuning 17. Sub-panel door 


ing again. 

On the Akai, everything is made a 
lot larger, as you compose timer pro- 
gramming on the big screen. Correc- 
tions involve just replacing the duff 
digits — a lot less wasteful of button 
pushing effort than chucking the whole 
job out. 

As | mentioned, the Ferguson’s re- 
mote programming procedure is a job 
for the hawk-eyed. Still, at least you 
don’t have to get all the way down into 
the dust! Mistakes can be eradicated 
individually. 


Performance 


In terms of straight picture perfor- 


What Video September 1988 


mance, the Akai ranks first by a length, 
with Ferguson second and Amstrad in 
‘last place. 

Results from our laboratory workout 
gave the Akai a resolution figure ap- 
proaching 260 horizontal lines — an 
excellent performance for standard 
VHS. 

No grain is visible on recorded 
pictures, and a good dynamic range is 
backed up by stable colours that show 
very little inclination to bleed. 

The Ferguson scores a respectable 
tad over 250 lines in the resolution test. 
No signs of grain or picture instability 
were present, and the pronounced 
blacks and whites make for good 
watchable pictures. 


FERGUSON FV-20 CONTROLS 
1. Loading mouth 2. Play LED 3. Record LED 4. Pause LED 5. AFC 6. Display on/otf 

7. Clock adjust 8. Channel selector 9. LED 10. Reset button 11. Counter/Lap/Clock button 
12. TV prog 13. Timer REC 14. Skip/cancel 15. Store/repeat 16. Channel search/set 17. Select 
18. Event 19. Tracking 20. Infra red window 21. Instant record 22. REW/FF 23. Pause 
24. Play 25. Stop 26. Eject 27. Power 
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Hovering at just about 245 horizon- 
tal lines normally, the Amstrad shows 
little drop in resolution when switched 
to Long Play. In normal, single play the 
picture is perfectly watchable, if hin- 
dered a little by a very slight ‘plasticky’ 
feel to the colouring. There is some 
minor colour shift. 

In the LP mode, there is, as men- 
tioned, no appreciable drop in resolu- 


tion. There is, however, a distinct ’ 


increase in picture instability — straight 
lines become a little wobbly, and black 
areas smudge out into whites quite 
noticeably. 

But as Long Play pictures go, the 
results are very good. 

The Amstrad and the Akai both have 


AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 

Picture 

Real time counter 
Index facilities 

Great array of features 


What's Bad 
On-screen clock when you first switch on 


Our Ratings 

Price | Ad dded 
Picture  adddd 
Sound >>p 
Features >>> >> 
Ease of ue > > > D> 


Looks Addad 
PPP PP Excellent PP PP Good PPP Fair 
PP Basic Poor 


picture sharpness controls, the Fergu- 
son doesn’t — tough if you felt like 
twiddling it! 

Incidentally, while the Ferguson and 
the Akai both have electronically con- 
trolled tracking adjustment, the Akai 
actually makes this available on the 
handset. 

Moving onto other picture functions, 
all machines, naturally have Still Frame. 

The Ferguson’s sometimes shows a 
noise bar, but this can be eradicated 
with careful pressing of the tracking 
buttons. Once set, this adjustment 
should be good for the rest of a pre- 
recorded tape. 

Keeping your finger on the still but- 
ton brings on frame advance. In this 
mode you just have to take pot luck 
with the noise bar. 

The Amstrad’s still is downright noisy, 
and doesn’t really give you anything 


~ worth looking at. 


The Akai is clearly a horse of a very 


different colour. Still frame is very good » 


AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 
Picture 
Construction 
Controls layout 


What's Bad 

Lack of counter memory 

Remote timer programming unsuitable for the 
myopic 


Lack of timer/clock backup 


Our Ratings 

Price >>pP 
Picture >>P>p 
Sound >>> 
Features >> 

Ease of ue > > PP 
Looks >>pP 


PP PPP Excellent > PPP Good PPP Fair 
DP Basic P Poor 


AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 


Cheap long play machine! 
Remote timer facility 


What's Bad 

Noisy picure in anything other than playback 
Lack of timer/clock backup 

Ridiculous size of remote control 


Our Ratings 

Price >> Pp 
Picture >> p> 
Sound >>pP 
Features >>> 
Ease of ue > > > > 
Looks >>pP 


 dddddlkddddh: Ldddli 
PP Basic Poor 


indeed, and as with the other tape 
functions, any cleaning up necessary 
can be done with the tracking controls 
on the handset. 

The other tape functions fall into the 
same order quality-wise. The Akai 
boasts Slow Motion and a double- 
speed Play, both of which operate 
without the hindrance of noise bars. 

Both the Ferguson and Akai have 
thin noise bars in Fast Forward or 
Rewind, but the Amstrad, while offer- 
ing two speeds at which to perform 
these functions, is generous if it allows 
some thin bars of picture between the 
noise. 

Other features worth mentioning 
are the Akai’s child lock (dependant on 
you hiding the remote control), and the 
machine's Index Search and Intro Scan 
facilities, which make finding your way 
around a tape a lot less like guesswork. 

With all the other goodies present, 
I'm beginning to wonder if someone at 
Akai hasn't made a cock-up with the 
price tag... 

The Amstrad isn’t to be outdone 
entirely in the tape orienteering de- 
partment, as it has a counter memory 


FACT PACK 


Machine: Akai, VS-23EK 

Format: VHS, PAL standard 

Price:. £329.99 

Market Position: Budget/Upper budget 

Tape Functions: Play, Record, Rewind, Fast Forward, 
Pidure search, Pause, Still frame advance, Slow motion, 
Double speed play 

Features: Remote timer and dock setting, Remotely 
switchable on-screen timer/dock/counter display, Remote 
tracking adjustment, Index search and Introscan, Real time 
counter, Child lock, Remote counter reset, Signal 


Audio System: Mono linear track 

Sockets: Phono audio/video in/out, RF in/out 
Dimensions: 425(w) x 84(h) x 340(d) mm 
Weight: 5.5kg 
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AMSTRAD VCR-6000 CONTROLS 


= 8G m ile 


1. Power 2. Eject 3. Stop 4. REW 5. Play 6. FF 7. Pause 8. Record 9. Clock/counter button 
10. Reset 11. Memory 12. Instant Record 13. Channel buttons 14. LCD 

15. Infra red window 16. Loading mouth 17. Sharpness 18. Tracking 19. Input select 
20. SP/LP 21. Timer REC 22. Prog check button 23. Select 24. Set 25. Preset 26. Search 


27. Erase 


lock. 
The Ferguson, however, is missing 
even this rudimentary refinement. 
Another nice Akai touch is the provi- 
sion of a signal attenuator — essential 
if you're lucky enough to live in an 
extra, strength reception area! 


Conclusion 


Ferguson's £300 FV20 offering makes 
a creditable stand at representing the 
bottom end of its model range. There is 
nothing at all wrong with this machine, 
and if you're after a stylish, no-frills 
machine, it will deliver a worthy 
performance. 

The Amstrad, too, makes a good 
show of itself, particularly with the 
quality of its Long Play picture, and the 
good general level of features pro- 
vided. The timer setting is commend- 
ably simple on the ‘Easy Programmer 
Handset’. 

In general use, the Akai’s host of 


FACT PACK 


Machine: Ferguson FV-20B 

Format: VHS, PAL standard 

Price: £299.99 

Market Position: Budget 

Tape Functions: Play, Record, Rewind, Fast Forward, 
Picture search, Pause, Still frame advance 

Features: Remote timer setting, Instand record, Lap 
counter 

Remote Control: Infra red 

Timer Options: 4 events/14 days 

Audio System: Mono linear track 

Sockets: Scart connector, RF in/out 

Dimensions: 435(w) x 95(h) x 334(d) mm 
Weight: 6.5kg 


features raised it head and shoulders 
above the other two machines. It can 
provide on-screen display of counter 
reading, current channel, and operat- 
ing status as well as _ timer 
programming. 

And while we're on the subject of 
the tape counter, rejoice my friends, for 
it counts in hours, minutes and seconds 
of real, real-time! 

Tape transport options are generous 
and easy to use. But even if this ma- 
chine had the most basic of features, 
the picture quality alone would make 
you think that the asking price was a lot 
higher than £329.00. 

This is definitely a lot of VCR for you 
money — just check out the features list 
in the Fact Panel. My reservations 
about the constantly laced tape aside, | 
shall certainly not hesitate to recom- 
mend this star performer. 

If you were thinking of spending 
£300 on a VCR, my advice is to save 
up just another £30 O 


FACT PACK 


Machine: Amstrad VCR-6000 

Format: VHS, PAL standard 

Price: £299.99 

Market Position: Budget 

Tape Functions: Play, Record, Rewind, Fast Forward, 
Dual speed picture search, Pause, Still frame advance 
Features: Long play, Remote timer setting, Quick timer 
record, Counter memory 

Remote Control: Infra red 

Timer Options: 6 events/14 days 

Audio System: Mono linear track 

Sockets: Scart connector, RF in/out 

Dimensions: 420(w) x 92(h) x 315(d) mm 
Weight: 5.7kg 
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Hitachi VM-600E — VHS camcorder — £1300 


EIGHT WATCHER 


Hitachi has renewed its attack on the VHS camcorder 
market. lan Campbell (76kg.) works out with the new 
lightweight (2.4kg.) 


FUNNY COMPANY, Hitachi. A regu- enough to keep pace with market 
lar competitor in the VCR and cam- _ leader Panasonic, with the well-speci- 
corder market, it constantly updates its fied and same-priced M7, remains to 
range with products that reflect tech- —_be seen. 
nological developments while hardly 
threatening to set the world on fire. Description 
Its new Blksize VHS camcorder, the 
VM-600, is an unsurprising successor Stripping away any ornate hi-tech vi- 
to last year's VM-500. A gentle step —_suals extends to housing the lens barrel 
forward and refinement of a perfectly —_in the same flimsy black plastic that 
acceptable machine. comprises the basic chassis of the VM- 
Whether this quiet evolution is 600. Only the tip of the lens protrudes; > 


AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 
Picture quality 
Sound quality 
Light weight 


What's Bad 
Build quality 
Manual iris control 

Lack of Audio Dub and Insert Edit 


Our Ratings 
Price: >>pP 
Picture \adddd 
Sound  Addd 


Features >> 
Ease of use > > 
Looks >> 


PPP PP Excellent PP PP Good PP Pm Fair PP Basic P Poor 
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Camcorder: Hitachi VM-600E 

Format: VHS, PAL Standard 

Price: £1300 

Market position: Full-Funcion VHS machine Auto Focus 
Features: Autofocus, Autowhite balance, High speed 
shutter, Macro, Character generator, Record review, 


Inputs & Outputs: External mic, RF/AV out 
Lens: f1.6, 12-72mm 

Dimensions: 117(w) x 230(h) x 348(d) mm 
Weight (with battery and tape): 2.4kg 


<4 just enough to allow room for the 
protective cap, which comes complete 
with a pop-button that secures it to the 
handstrap when shooting — a God- 
send in windy conditions. 

Because the barrel of the 46mm f1.6 
lens (12-72mm focal length) remains 
hidden, manual focussing and Macro 
are accessed by a rocker switch and 
button respectively. Like the fast shut- 
tering option, Record review and the 
other camera controls, they are clus- 
tered on the front leftside of the body. 

The zoom rocker switch is to the right 
of the lens, above a ridged surface 
which provides extra grip for the hand, 
positioned inside the Velcro strap. 

Tape transport controls are lined up 
below the carrying handle, on top of 
the camcorder. 

. The same lightweight plastic inspires 
little confidence in these controls and 
generally undermines the aesthetics of 
the 600. Style was clearly absent from 
the designer's agenda. 

It does, however make for the light- 
est full-sizer on the market — 600g less 
than the Panasonic at just 2.4kg. with 
battery and tape onboard. 

Panasonic could also learn a lesson 
from Hitachi's inclusion of a head- 
phone socket for monitoring the sound 
— a feature that was dropped on the 
M7, much. to the chagrin of many a 
videographer. 


Operation 


Distributing the weight of the VM-600 
between right shoulder and handgrip 
makes for a reasonably comfortable 
camera, with the adjustable viewfinder 
conveniently sliding into position. This 
also rotates vertically for more awk- 


FACT PACK 


Manual iris 

Camera controls: Power-zoom, Macro, Manual iris, Push 
autofocus 

General Controls: Power On/Off, Play, Record, F.F. 
Rew, Pause 
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ward angle shooting while a diopter 
control allows for optimum focussing. 

The Hitachi has a calendar charac- 
ter generator which can be viewed 
through the viewfinder along with re- 
maining battery power. Expect around 
25 minutes of use before the indicator 
signals it’s time for a recharge of the 
standard BP21 battery. 

Filming with the 600 was fairly 
straightforward, largely because there 
is very little to adjust. It has a preset 
white balance with no other options 
and a small manual iris knob to take 
care of backlit subjects, as well as 
providing a basic fade facility (on 
picture only). 

It takes some getting used to — the 
tiny knob is sunken with a ridge that 
only just makes it manageable. Turning 
it away from the Auto setting was a 
little hit and miss and the viewfinder’s 
tendency to relay information with too 
much contrast caused problems in 
tricky lighting situations. 

Familiarity with the model will pre- 
sumably erradicate the problem and a 
seasoned user will learn how far to 
open the iris in a given situation. In 
theory, the manual option should af- 
ford more skilled and effective ca- 
merawork; it’s a shame the button is so 
fiddly. 

In contrast, the manual focus was a 
pleasure to use. Zoom in to the ex- 
treme telephoto position, slide the fo- 
cus switch out of auto, and use the 
dedicated rocker switch for perfect 
clarity of subject. Hit an adjacent auto 
button to reactivate the auto focus 
sensor which responds to objects in the 
centre of the viewfinder. 

Switching between manual and auto 
can produce varied camerawork, de- 
termining the viewer's point of interest 
by moving subjects in and out of focus. 

Macro was just as friendly. This time 
you extend the power zoom to its 
widest position and push in the macro 
button. Fine adjustment with the zoom 
rocker switch now allows the camera 
to focus on objects as close as 1cm. 

If you suffer from the Alfred Hitch- 
cock syndrome, and have to be in 
every film you make, the 600 could be 
your camcorder because, like its VHS- 
C cousin, the VM-C30, it has a self- 
timer which gives you 10 seconds to 
get out from behind the camera and 
star in the proceedings. 

So much for its more esoteric attri- 
butes. The fundamental advance over 
the VM-500 is the 600’s almost inevi- 
table inclusion of fast shutter speeds. A 
slider button edges you through four 
options: 1/100, 1/250, 1/1000 and 
1/2000 as well as ‘normal’ 1/50. 

Well-specified by any standards, but 
of limited use. Ideal for sport or wild life 
filming, the results are best enjoyed on 


a playback machine with slow frame 
advance — the 600 only has the most 
basic transport controls and a noisy 
Pause to boot. 

Worse still is the absence of Insert 
Edit and Audio Dub. If you spend a lot 
of time in post-production — look 
elsewhere. 


Performance 


The microphone extends out of the 
sliding viewfinder and performs admi- 
rably. Partly because of its relative 
isolation from any source of transport 
clatter, and partly because the zoom 
lens is cased in plastic, virtually no 
extraneous noise makes it onto tape. 

The sound was bright and cheerful 
and plagued by only the minimum of 
tape hiss. 

Out and about on a bright summer's 
day, the Hitachi recorded some excel- 
lent crisp pictures with greens retaining 
their lushness and just the minimum of 
colour diplacement on red flowers. 

Fears that a single pre-set colour 
balance might be disastrous were un- 
founded; even in low light conditions 
the pictures were good and the AF 
sensor fought well. 

Interesting to see that Hitachi, like 
Panasonic, has omitted a low light 
warning in the viewfinder; 10 lux is 
listed as minimum required illumination. 

Right up there with the current best, 
the VM-600 delivered an effortless 
260 lines of horizontal resolution from 
our more exacting test charts. 

Vertical lines showed no signs of 
instability and geometrical shapes stub- 
bornly retained their shape. Very 
impressive. 


Conclusion 


‘If she wasn’t so ugly I'd take her out 
anytime.’ 

The VM-600 delivers a state-of-the 
art picture and as good a sound as you 
can realistically expect from standard 
VHS. 

But it’s got some hot competition with 
the Panasonic M7 throwing in a title 
generator at no extra charge. The 
Bauer Bosch VCC-526 is cloned from 
the M7 with the added bonus of line 
input (but the titler’s an extra). Both 
models match the Hitachi picture per- 
formance and have a more generous 
that includes Insert Edit and Audio 
Dub. 

Quite where this leaves the VM-600 
is anybody's guess. Certainly it’s the 
least bulky of the big boys, but it pays 
the price with a build quality that 
inspires little confidence. 

However, if you've set your sights on 
full-size VHS and you want the lightest, 
this is your camcorder O 
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Europe’s No. 1 Selling Video Processor. 


NiVANCOM ERS O24 


Video A-Z, May / June 1988 
‘only processor to use professional level 
controls for video and audio fade, which 
operate extremely well.’ 


Asophisticated enhancer with fader, whichcan be used 
to record cut and copy video films while the 
incorporated enhancer improves the picture quality. 
Features include: 4 Switchable inputs for 2 videos, 
TV and aux. Can also be used for 4 videos. Video 
fade to black plus stereo audio fader for 
colour, brightness, contrast, and noise 
reduction. 

Bypass switch for comparison of before/after 
enhancement. Sound mixing and the 
provision to mix mic, tape and CD after 
video sound. “Splitline” facility permits 
before and after comparison on one 
monitor. 

Price £279.95 inc VAT. 


Also available: 

944 Price £39.95 inc. VAT 
1044 Price £79.95 inc. VAT 
2044 Price £179.95 inc. VAT 


EASTANGLIA: B. COUNTIES: 
BAY) 0227 361422: Tru-Fi (ALDERSHOT) 0252 26390: ru-Fi (LEATHERHEAD) 0372 378780: Tru-Fi (REDHILL) 0737 766128: Whomes Sony Centres (BASILDON) 0268 287411. LONDON: E 
Ox! 


Hi- (FINCHLEY) 01 -349 1166; 
(LEICESTER) 0533 530121 : Jessops (NOTTINGHAM) 0602 418586: Northampton Audio Visual (NORTHAMPTON) 0604 33083: T.A. Rowney & Son (STAFFORD) 0785 58284: T.T.C Discount (COVENTRY) 0203 662115: David Waring (WORCESTER) 0906 27551 NORTH OF ENGLAND: Central Radio (MANCHESTER) 
(BOUT 


ON) 0204 31423: Emricks (BRADFORD) 0274 309266: Fairbotham (STOCKPORT) 061-480 4872: Jessops 


OF ENGLAND: Castle Cameras (TORQUAY) 

0329 234199: TV. & Hi-Fi (CIRENCESTER) 0285 4756. SCOTLAND: WD. Allan (PETERHEAD) 0779 75331: J.H. Donald (KILMARNOCK) 0563 6477: Carl Dyson (EDINBURGH) 031-554 0355: Edinburgh Video (EDINBURGH) 031-229 4116: H.C.V.F. (INVERNESS) 0463 224788: McMichael Bros (STIRLING 
& ALLOA) 0259 724230: Bros (DUMFRIES) 0387 53443: Strathvision (DUNDEE) 0382 28900: Video ‘One (GLASGOW) 041-552 7865/6/7. WALES: Owens T.V. (COLWYN BAY & BANGOR) 0492 3005: C. Marks & Co. (NEWPORT) 0633 64711: N.E. Road (OSWESTRY) 0691 652018: Tele-Electrical (BRIDGEND) 
0656 4156. NORTHERN 1D: Camera Video Nook (BELFAST) 0232 22117, Dowds TV. Clinic (MAZE & CO. ANTRIM) 0846 621502. ISLE OF MAN: Coleboum (DOUGLAS) 0624 73482 


If there are no stockists in your area please contact us: Lamba Electronics Ltd (0727) 40527. 


Camcorders? Video? T.V.?... 


we are the specialists! 


Huge range of video accessories including... 


CAMCORDERS/VIDEO CAMERAS 
VHS 

JVC GRC 45 (with case and introduction 
tape) P.O.A. 
JVC GRC9 

Telefunken 2892 

Panasonic MC10 

Panasonic M7 

Panasonic F10/100 

Panasonic F10/200 

Panasonic NV180 

VIDEO 8 

Fisher P801 with 1500 shutter 


Fujix P600 
Sony CCDV 90 Pro 


AUDIO/VISUAL MIXERS, COLOUR 


CORRECTORS AND ENHANCERS 


JVC JXC7 P.O.A. 
Panasonic MX10 P.O.A. 


Hama Videocutt 10 editor (New) P.O.A. 
Hama Titlerscrip (New) P.O.A. 
Vivanco 3044 P.O.A. 
Vivanco 1044 Enhancer P.O.A. 


ACCESSORIES 

JVC BN5GU Battery £29.95 
JVC BN6GU Battery £39.95 
JVC NBP8U Battery £54.95 
JVC NBP6U Battery £29.95 
JVC CCPS50E Character Generator £119.95 
Panasonic VW VBC1E Battery £29.95 
Panasonic VW VBC5E Battery 

Panasonic VW. VBM7/VB30 Battery 

Canon BPE2 Battery 

Sony NP11 Battery 

Sony NP22 Battery 

Sony NP55 Battery 

Arkon AR100 Portable Video Light 
Universal Video Copy Kits 
BNC-Scart-Phono-UHF £19.95 


MANY MORE ITEMS IN STOCK 
JVC, PANASONIC, CANON, SONY, NEC, TOSHIBA, FERGUSON, SAMSUNG ETC. 


Mail Order, Free Delivery UK 


Mainland, Excl. TV. 


116/118 ALFRETON ROAD, 


NOTTINGHAM, 
Tel. (0602) 784015 


Access 


Get Aunt Mary 
all lit up... 


_..with a compact, budget priced, portable video light - 
suitable for today’s camcorders. 


A 12 volt 100 watt 

halogen lamp in a light- 

weight housing with a 

heat resistant, safety glass 

front. The light can be 

angled through 40° verti- 

cally and horizontally, to 

cover an 8mm wide angle lens. 
Lead Acid battery pack in 

fitted case with shoulder strap, 

power for 25 mins used continuously 

or up to 40 mins intermittently. 
The unit, complete is available at 

around £89.95. Extra 

battery packs approx 

£29.95. 


Please send me details of Portable Video Light (SAE enclosed). 


Name N 
Address Hé 


Bush & Meissner Ltd Ss 


( oe 
52A, Watling Street @ 
Radlett (Herts) 
WD77NN. wwvgis8 


‘AH, THIS one looks nice,’ | thought as | 
lifted the VT-580 from its packing, 
‘shouldn't be any problem here.’ Then | 
noticed the telephone directory sized 
manual and the £799.99 price tag. 

This was obviously not a beast to be 
taken lightly. Underestimating its po- 
tential could be a mistake! 

And so, dear readers, on your be- 
half | spent an exhaustive week of 
evenings exploring all that the VT-580 
has to offer. 


Description 


Styled similarly, though not exactly the 
same as the lesser models in Hitachi's 
range, the 580 sports its major controls 
on the front panel, immodestly unhid- 
den by any encumbering hatches or 
flaps. 

That's not to say there isn’t a flap — 
there is, and this protects a fine array of 
knobs and buttons. 

And this fine array of knobs and 
buttons, in turn, represents what I’m 
pleased to announce is a fine array of 
features. Come on down hi-fi sound, 
remotely programmable eight-event 
one-year timer, tape time remaining 
indicator and digital goodies (including 


AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 
Range of digital facilities 

Audio dubbing on linear edge track 
Smooth mechanical operation 


What's Bad 
Inconsistency in remote control operation 
Complexities in instruction book 

Lack of real-time counter 

No full Long Play mode 


Our Ratings 
Price >>pP 
Picture >>pP 
Sound >>> p>p 
Features >>> p> 
Ease of ue > > 


Looks >P>pp 
PP PPD Excellent PP PP Good PPP Fair 
PP Basic Poor 


conventional features? 


super still-frame, vari-speed slo-mo, 
PIP, picture effects, and even a titling 
function). 

And that’s not the half of it! 

The VT-580's feature-mountain is 
not the only thing that lets you know 
you're getting nigh-on £800 of VCR. 
Styling is clean and understated, and 
even the front panel flap has a feel of 
quality about it. 

Design watchers will by now have 
noticed that the more expensive items 
of consumer electronics are sporting 
large disc-like front feet this season. 
The VT-580 is no exception. 

Until they are available on Amstrads, 
these round feet could start a danger- 
ous craze, causing prospective pur- 
chasers to rush into shops and up-end 
machinery for a good stare at the 
undersides. 

Perhaps there is good potential for 
aftermarket add-on round feet? Will 
the WHAT VIDEO listing have to fea- 
ture a new Round Feet column? 

The instruction book is worth de- 
scribing — it's a 300-page biggie! 
Luckily it's multi-lingual, and only the 
front 41 pages are devoted to an 
English language explanation. 

Garnett-like xenophobes will be 
gratified to learn that in Germany, 
France, Holland, Sweden, Italy and 
Spain, while the instructions are trans- 
lated into the appropriate native 
tongue, the writing on the VCR is not. 

Somehow | don’t suppose that man- 
ufacturers could reverse this situation 
successfully and get us to press buttons 
labelled ‘in yer actual foreign 
langwidge’. 

Back on a more practical note, I’m 
pleased to say that the 580 is parti- 
cularly well endowed with AV ports — 
it sports both Scart and phono connec- 
tions for audio and video. The audio 
input is switchable for use with the 
audio dub control. 


Operation 
Switching on with a discreet bleep, the 


VT-580 will silently suck a cassette into 
its works. If the record protect tag is 


absent, play will start straight away. > 


Hitachi VT-580E — VHS recorder — £80 


DIGITAL DEVILRY 


The boundaries of digital trickery continue to be broken. 
Nick Bellenberg reports on a new flagship that goes 
further than ever before. But is it at the expense of 


HITACHI VT-580 DIGITAL EFFECTS 


2:- Multi auto index. This feature 
scans all the index points on the tape, 
storing a still frame of the picture at 
each point in whichever multi-picture 
set-up (4, 9 or 16 pictures) is in 
operation. A video memory still frame 
of this display can be inserted at the 
beginning of an index-scanned tape, as 
a visual contents list. 

3, 4:- Multi-channel search. A still 
frame from each channel in operation 
on the VCR is shown in the multi- 
picture display. The pictures cycle 
continuously. 

5:- Picture-in-picture. By now an old 
digital favourite. The inset picture can 
be swapped for the main image. 


8:- Digital multi-picture continually 
refreshes this gallery of images with 
stills from the broadcast being 
received or the tape that is playing. 
This can be saved as a video still- 
frame and recorded. 

9:- The first on-screen-display —@SD 
— menu... 

10:- ... and the second! 

11:- With ‘OSD ON’, each time you 
change channel you find out what 
you’re watching, what the VTR is 
doing and what the counter reading 
is. Handy, eh? 


14:- You can set and record titles, 
entering the characters from the 
remote control. Available in sizes 
small, medium and large. 

15:- Timer-controlled programming 
can be checked on the big screen. 
This is what you see after a setting 
has been transmitted from the 
remote control. 

16:- And all timer settings can be 
reviewed en-masse. Two screenfuls of 
info take care of the eight timer- 
controlled operations that the VT-580 
allows (over a period of a year). 

17:- Level one of the mosaic effect . . . 


18, 19:- ... and the two smaller 
mosaic levels the machine provides 
— digital FX-wise. (The 16-way split 
here revealed by the camera is 
invisible to the naked viewing eye!) 
20, 21:- Bits of Ken Russell’s Salome 
demonstrate the paint/solarisation 
effect, available in three strengths. 
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Now, Mitsubishi 
Electric’s 

Twin Digital 
Ensures the 
Perfect Picture 


pie be 


Poorly adjusted 
tracking control 


Video Fans Ignoring the 
Critical Tracking Control 


A lot of video users are failing to 
live up to the high expectations of 
VCR manufacturers. 

Despite being provided with 
numerous catalogues, brochures 
and instruction books, probably 
90% of video users think that all 
they need to do is rent a tape from 
the video store, pop it into the 
VCR, settle back into their fa- 
vourite chair, press PLAY on the 
remote control and open the pop- 
corn. They expect their expensive, 
sophisticated, 4-head, Hi-Fi, HQ 
video deck to do the rest. 

Only a tiny number of A/V fana- 
tics remember to religiously adjust 
the manual tracking control for 
each and every tape. 

The rest soon give up tinkering 
with the delicate controls and 


58 


watch their brand new Hi-Fi stereo 
tape through a haze of junk, noise 
and distortion on the screen —the 
result of improper tracking. 

With all the noise and hype 
about new video formats and 
technology, surely someone could 
use digital precision to improve 
basic picture quality and make 
manual tracking obsolete? 


Properly adjusted 
tracking control 


“That’s why we came up with 
Twin Digital,” said Mr. Y. Ohtani, 
manager of the Overseas Market- 
ing department at Mitsubishi Elect- 
ric’s Kyoto Works. 

“Nobody wants to fiddle around 
with video controls every time they 
watch a movie. We had to produce 
a deck that could perform the 
delicate tracking adjustment by 
itself. 


Get The Picture? 


Twin Digital Tracking 


Provides Automatic 
Control 


“Our new Twin Digital deck 
automatically finds the optimum 
tracking point for every tape as 
soon as it’s loaded. Whether it’s 
bought, rented, dubbed or bor- 
rowed. The result is perfect re- 
production on the TV screen of 
everything on the tape.” 

But why concentrate on tracking 
control? 

“Because there are three ways 
to improve the picture quality,” 
according to Mr. T. Yonekawa, 
manager of the VCR Engineering 
department, Kyoto Works. 

“One is to create a new format, 
such as S-VHS. 

“The second is to install new 
enhancements on the old format, 
such as HQ circuitry. 

“The third way is to concentrate 
on achieving ideal tracking con- 
trol— because perfect tracking 
ensures that S-VHS and HQ ad- 
vances are used to the full.” 

For the past several years, 
Mitsubishi Electric have concent- 
rated on perfecting the video pic- 
ture by any means. On top of their 
research into digital tracking sys- 
tems, they have come up with 
their own improved version of the 
new S-VHS format, and their own 
picture enhancement circuitry (the 
PURE Picture system and Phase 
Distortion Improvement circuit) as 
well as the industry standard HQ 
advances. 

Finally, this dedication to picture 
quality seems to be winning some 
respect. Digital tracking control 
may not seem such an exciting 
application — especially when 
compared to the more playful but 
gimmicky digital uses now pro- 
liferating, such as strobe, mosaic, 
and picture-in-picture effects — 
but it marks a very dramatic im- 
provement in picture quality. 
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What's the “Twin” in Twin 
Digital? 


Twin Digital is a combination of 
Mitsubishi Electric’s previous digi- 
tal technology. It pairs Digital Fine 
Tracking (digital control of special 
effects) and Digital TruTracking 
(digital control of normal play- 
back) in one completely auto- 
mated, and thus foolproof, system. 


B2 


Whenever a tape is inserted into 
a Twin Digital deck, the built-in 
microprocessor goes to work 
immediately. It searches out the 
optimum tracking point for the 
tape by scanning back and forth 
throughout the whole range. Grad- 
ually, it narrows in on the optimum 
value and stops there. The whole 
process takes about three seconds. 

Once the point is discovered, 
the VCR replays the tape at its 
ideal tracking speed and volume. 
The result is a full 100% of the 
tape’s signal reproduced on the 
TV screen. 

Of course, Twin Digital won't 
clean up a worn-out, fifth genera- 
tion dubbing of a poorly taped TV 
show! No amount of high techno- 
logy can help viewers there. 

But Twin Digital should increase 
video fans enjoyment of new tapes, 
or rental videos, or borrowed 
tapes, by taking away the chance 
of human error in the manual 
tracking. 
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B30 


HS-B30 


HS-B20 


® Twin Digital Tracking 

@ DX4 Video Head/Long Play 

@ On-Screen Data & Programming 

@ LCD Remote Programming 

@ Learning Remote 

e Address, Index & Time Searches 

®@ High-Speed REW/FF x140 

@ Dimensions (HxW~D): 425 x 84 x 314mm 
© Weight: Approx. 5.7kg 


© Twin Digital Tracking 

®@ DX3 Video Head 

@ On-Screen Data & Programming 

@LCD Remote Programming 

@ Learning Remote 

© Index & Time Searches 

@ Dimensions (HxW~D): 425 x 84 x 314mm 
@ Weight: Approx. 5.7kg 


@ Twin Digital Tracking 

© DX3 Video Head 

© On-Screen Data & Programming 

@ Index & Time Searches 

© Dimensions (HxWxD): 425 x 84 x 314mm 
@ Weight: Approx. 5.7kg 


a’. MITSUBISHI 


Mitsubishi Electric (U.K.) Ltd. 
Travellers Lane, Hatfield Herts, AL10 8XB, England, U.K. 
Phone: (7072) 76100 Telex: 939070 MEUK G Fax: (7072) 78690 
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JVC BEST IN Balsall“ Canon | 


| ELECTRICAL rth cl 
oe ROADf) COT CENT sacar ne TIME 


UAT 0474 326600 
WIDE RANGE OF 
VIDEO, TV & HI-Fl 

JVC, SANYO, SHARP, 

TOSHIBA, 
TELEFUNKEN, 

PHILIPS, MARANTZ, 
SELECO, SONY, 

CANON, GOLDSTAR, 

AMSTRAD 
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6< Asmentioned earlier, the main oper- 


ating controls are mounted on the front 
panel — unlike the Hitachi VT-450 
(reviewed in our July issue) and others 
in the range. | approve of this, as use is 
made that bit easier when you mislay 
the remote control and quick recording 
can be started that vital fraction of a 
second earlier. 

Setting up the VT-580 is also easily 
done. The clock time can be transmit- 
ted from the remote control, and for 
the duration of the test, both the remote 
and the machine clock stayed in 
synchronisation. 

In a power cut you can, however, 
only count on 15 minutes of clock 
back-up time. 

On a negative note here, the instruc- 
tion book promised the tuner’s ability to 
receive signals on cable TV and satel- 
lite wavebands. | for one couldn't get 
the thing to do more than cycle around 
the normal UHF telly signals. My ad- 
vice is don’t believe a word of it! 

Remotely controlled timer setting is 
achieved one event at a time. If you 
realise that you've made a mistake 
once a setting has been transmitted, 
you can only cancel it from the VCR 
itself. 

By and large, most functions are 
available from the remote control, but 
instant timer record notably isn’t. And 
that means more carpet biting, while 
you adopt the prone position paying 
homage to the great god VCR. 

Using the 580's onscreen-display — 
OSD — digital trickery is less of an 
intuitive process than most things. 
Pressing the OSD button gives you 
access to two menus of items (see 
photos hereabouts). 

Selecting the options is easy enough, 
and some of the result are visible 
around these pages. 

Multi Channel Search gives you a 
re-cycling split-screen of stills showing 
what is being received by the channels 
you have tuned in on the machine. 

Multi Auto Index does a similar job 
for tapes recorded with index signals. 
A still is taken at each index point, and 
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the resulting multi-screen collection can 
be held as a video memory still and 
recorded onto the beginning of the 
tape as a visual contents list. 

While this is the nearest you'll get to 
performing an insert edit on this ma- 
chine, | found the process by which you 
record items held as video memory 
stills initially difficult, to say the least. 

Now it may be that I’m exceptionally 
dense, but | think that the instructions 
given in the great big book are just a 
tetch on the incomprehensible/unwor- 
kable side. 

If you're seriously interested in 
buying one of these, make sure that 
you get an exhaustive demonstration 
of these functions. 

OSD's programme review shows 
you what the timer settings are on the 
TV — and very useful it is too, as it 
saves you from having to squint at the 
VCR display. 

Memory Recall, accessible from the 
OSD menu, brings back the last video 
memory still frame that you used, which 
is good. 

However the calendar feature is not 
one that | found myself dying to use. It 
could provide the basis of the dullest 
home video ever (‘Months Through the 
Ages’, subtitled ‘He was never at a loss 
for a date’). 

| can tell you though that January the 
first in the year 001 was a Monday, 
while the last day of 9999 will be 
Friday. Handy to know if the human 
race — or indeed this machine — lasts 
that long. Not a lot of people know 
that. And if you're at all interested | 
found that | was born on a Sunday. 
And not even | knew that! 

For multi picture effects, the user can 
switch between 4, 9 and 16 little inset 
pix. ‘OSD ON’ and ‘OSD OFF’ (please 
check spelling of that last one) are jolly 
useful. 

With ‘OSD ON’, each time you 
change channel on the video, the 
screen lights up with the current state of 
the VCR (STOP, usually) which channel 
it is tuned to, and the current reading 
on the machine's tape counter. The 


Surracni 


ability to turn this off, if you are watch- 
ing the telly via the video, is quite a 
relief. 

The title making facility is one that | 
thought quite highly of. It saves buying 
a dedicated character generator if 
you're happy with white lettering on a 
blue background. 

You can have 10 lines of small type, 
6 of the medium size or 4 of the large 
economy variety. Once you've mas- 
tered recording video memory stills, 
you can insert titles into an already 
recorded tape. 

There is a strange inconsistency 
between the clock on the machine and 
the one on the remote control. The 
former is set to show hours 0 to 12 with 
AM/PM indication. The latter works on 
a 24 hour cycle. 

Also strange was the fact that on this 
early-release machine, remotely set 
timer programming actually added 
one to each channel number by the 
time it came up on the main machine. 

No, I've changed my mind. This isn’t 
strange, it’s bloody silly, and is a fault 
that should not exist outside of a 
prototype. 

The tape counter works as a con- 
ventional counter with memory, but 
also has a time remaining indicator. 
This counts down the minutes to the 
end of the tape. 

If you put an E-180 in the machine 
this works quite smoothly, but if you use 
tapes of other lengths then you have to 
let the VT-580 know what they are. 
However, this is another thing that 
cannot be done from the remote con- 
trol, even though the button you would 
want to press is apparently the same as 
the one on the VCR. 

Whatever, | think that the lack of a 
real-time counter is shocking in a £800 
machine. 


Performance 


Picture quality for £800 worth of hard- 
ware is disappointing. Lab tests 
showed a resolution of just under 250 
lines. 


< 


Just under 260 lines is fast becoming 
the norm for the current generation of 
machines. 

Recordings demonstrate a fair dyn- 
amic range, the range of difference 
between the lightest white and the 
darkest black. However, there is some 
agitation in areas of high contrast. 

Colour reproduction is good, but 
demonstrates a little bleed in some 
areas. Some slight comet trailing is also 
visible on moving bright spots, but this is 
exceptional. 

The picture hardness/softness con- 


FACT PACK 


Machine: Hitachi: VT-580E 

Format: VHS, PAL standard 

Price: £799.99 

Market Position: Top-end hi-fi deck 

Tape Functions: Play, Record, Rewind, Fast Forward, 
Picture search, Pause, Still frame advance, Variable speed, 
Slow motion, Repeat play 

Features: Hi-fi sound, switchable audio inputs, audio 
dubbing ability, instant record, remote timer setting, long 
play audio mode, many digital tricks, including PIP 
mosaic paint, multi screen index and channel displays, 
titling facility, calendar! 

Remote Control: Infra red 

Timer Options: 8 events/1 year 

Audio System: Hi-fi stereo, mono 

Sockets: Scart and phono, RF in/out 

Dimensions: 435(w) x 92(h) x 375(d) mm 
Weight: 8.5kg 


trol was not often needed, which was a 
good thing as the range of adjustment. 
offered was minimal to say the least. 

As you really would expect from a 
digital machine, still frame quality is 
superb (after initial jitters are removed 
by dextrous twiddling of the vertical 
sync adjust knob, hidden at the back of 
the machine). 

Variable speed slow motion is good 
too. And should you need it, slow 
motion tracking adjustment is available 
from the remote control. 

Index search seems to be compati- 
ble with tapes from other machines. 
You can specify index search to scan 
forwards or backwards from wherever 
you are in a tape, or it will access a 
particular index point by number 
(counting from the beginning of the 
tape). 

The hi-fi sound is fine — as it should 
be. 

The hyper-critical, using this mode as 
an audio-only deck, will detect a 
splashiness in the upper frequency 
range. Nothing to worry about with 
pre-recorded cassettes or TV sound 
though. 

Recording level is adjusted manually 
by two sliders on the front panel, or 
can be left to the automatic level 
control if you really want to hear all the 
snap crackle and pop inherent in the 
so-called ‘quiet bits’. 


If you want to record sound only, the 
machine switches into long play — 
unavailable for picture use (another 
shock for an £800 machine). 


Conclusion 


The VT-580 on the whole performs 
very well. If you're after a hi-fi machine 
with an impressive armoury of digital 
tricks I'd suggest that you give this one 
a whirl. 

However, | do have reservations 
about the lack of real-time counter and 
the inconsistencies that existed on the 
test model — with regard to the remote 
timer programming, the stupid differ- 
ences in clocks on the remote and the 
main machine, and the cumbersome 
process needed to record Video Mem- 
ory Stills onto tape. 

With these niggles ironed out — and 
the provision of the tuner facilities 
advertised in the instruction book, I'd 
feel happier about making a more 
positive recommendation. 

After all, a VCR that accepted cable 
or satellite TV signals directly would 
greatly simplify the hook-ups normally 
required to record these sources, while 
keeping quality the highest possible. 

Combi VCRs and satellite receivers 
already exist in Japan. It would be nice 
to think our versions aren’t that far 
away © 
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90 STAINES ROAD HOUNSLOW 
VIDEO RECORDERS # VIDEO RECORDERS TELEVISIONS 


Akai VS-35 

Akai VS240 

Ferguson FV11 

Ferguson FV12 

Ferguson FV13 

Ferguson FV14 

Hitachi VT520 POA 
Hitachi VT530 POA 


Hitachi VT430 PIP. POA 
JVC VHS VIDEOS 
AT VERY 
SPECIAL PRICES 


Panasonic NVG4O0B ‘New’ POA 
Panasonic NVG45 ‘New’ POA 
Panasonic NVD48 ‘New’ POA 
Panasonic NVD80 ‘New’ POA 


POA 
Sanyo VHR4150 ‘New’. POA 
Sanyo VHR4350 ‘New’. POA 
Sanyo VHD500 PIP POA 
NEC DX1000K 
NEC DX3000K 
Sharp VCA140 
Sharp VHP 


Sony KV19XMTU . POA 
Sony KV21XMTU . POA 
Sony KVX25TU POA 
Sony 27XRT4 POA 
Pioneer SV2803.... POA 
Pioneer SV2503.... POA 
Pioneer SV2103.... POA 
Sanyo 28” PIP 

Sanyo 25” PIP 

Sanyo 2148 ‘NEW’ POA 
Sanyo 1748 ‘NEW’ POA 


Hitachi 2178... SPECIAL 


OFFER 
Hitachi 2478 POA 


PANASONIC TV’s AT SPECIAL PRICES 


TW3 3LF 


CAMCORDERS 
JVC — PANASONIC 
SANYO - SONY 


HITACHI 
GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 


MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 
ACCESS VISA 


RING US NOW. RING THE BEST — FIND US CHEAPER THAN THE REST 
EXPORT MODEL TV AND VIDEOS AT LOWEST PRICES 


01-572 1135 


Memorex CP8 — Universal remote — £99 


MASTER BLASTER 


What's this? It’s the most sophisticated and feature- 
packed universal remote control currently available. 
These devices store and repeat all the commands for all 
the equipment in the house — but this one does more. 


THE MEMOREX CP® is designed and 
manufactured in America. It can me- 
morise up to 24 commands of up to 
eight different devices, with a total of 
119 commands. 

Thus, like the Ondra unit reviewed in 
our March issue, it can conveniently 
take the place of all the other remote 
handsets you may have. 


Description 


The unique features of this one are an 
inbuilt clock and five separate timers. 

This, in conjunction with its ability to 
memorise whole sequences of com- 
mands (up to 24 sequences of up to 48 
commands each), means that you can 
pre-programme this device to perk up 
and spit out strings of commands at 
pre-set times over a period of a week, 
with daily or weekly repeat function as 
required. 

You leave the TV, video, audio or 
whatever gear in standby with the 
wonder machine pointing towards 
them. At the appointed time they will 
burst into life for a recording session or 
any other function planned. 

Since all VCRs have timers anyway, 
the uses for this facility are perhaps 
limited — burglar deterrent maybe, or 
booking up an audio recording on 
suitable equipment? 

Other possibilities are sleep/wake 
programming, and switching on and 
tuning in satellite receivers for unat- 
tended recording. 


Operation 


It's a large device, almost Yin. long, 3in. 
wide and (max) 1 in. deep. 

It has a very comprehensive LCD 
readout at the top, normally showing 
time (AM/PM) and day of week, but 
conveying information on every action 
you take. 

It confirms which button you've 
pressed; shows when a command is 
learned; which of the eight possible 
‘slaves’ it’s talking to; when you've 
made an error; the programmed con- 
tents of the memory banks; when the 
battery is low; and so on. 
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Over to Paul Richards... 


Window 


Display 
LIGHT 
Switch 


Device 
SELECT. 
Keys ..| 


Cancel 
Key 


Removable 
cover 


There’s also a red flasher to indicate 
that the CP® is sending or receiving 
commands. 

Other features are: IR power boost- 
er for long-distance and wide-angle 
operation; display light to illuminate the 
LCD panel; non-volatile memories to 
retain data while changing batteries; 
and write-on keypad label for ‘custo- 
mising’ the instrument. 


Liquid Crystal 
Display (LCD) 


Battery Compartment 
(On Back) 


Send/Receive 
Indicator 


SEQ 
(Sequence) 
Key 


IR Receiver 
Window 


The instruction book is well-written, 
taking you step-by-step through some 
quite complex programming | se- 
quences. Normal ‘teaching’ and oper- 
ation is very simple. 


Performance 


How did it work on test? | started in my 
service workshop, where most of the 


<4 TVs and VCRs are older models, in for 


pair. 

The CP® learned their control codes, 
and operated all manner of TV, VCR 
and CD equipment, so long as they 
used infra-red (not ultrasonic) remote 
control. One or two pieces of equip- 
ment it was not amenable to... 

For Philips and Pye TV sets all was 
well until two identical numbers were 
keyed sequentially, eg page 110 or 
222 on teletext. 

The second and subsequent key- 


CONTACTS 
Britech Enterprises, 13 Kynance Mews, 
London SW7 4QR (01-937 3602). 


Memtek Products, 2 Ascot Road, 
Bedfont, Feltham, Middlesex TW14 
8QH. 


strokes had no effect. 

This is because the RCS control code 
used by Philips, Pye, etc, has a ‘toggle 
bit’ which these universal remote con- 
trols just cannot get a grip on — the 
same happened with a Pioneer text TV, 
model SV-2802. 

The (compromise) solution is to key 
1, x, 1, O or 2, x, 2. x, 2, where x is 


‘ some irrelevant function like Mute or 


Volume Down. 

Moving into the showroom, | taught 
the CP® the commands for a whole 
range of portable colour TVs lined up 
on the shelf. 

No problem: full functions worked 
with Mitsubishi, Toshiba, JVC and Ta- 
tung makes. 

The larger screen sets, many with 
teletext, presented more patchy 
results... 

On a Sanyo CTP-6135 the CP® 
would learn and reproduce keys 7, 2, 
4, 8 but not 3, 5, 6, 7 or. Similarly 
with TV/Text/Mix and Hold, the CP 
said it had learned them twice or thrice, 
but would not operate these functions 
in the set. 

Tatung large screen models 9705 
(text) and 8705 (standard) were tried 
next. These share common control 
codes, because their own handsets are 
functionally interchangeable. 

The CP® said it had learned their 
codes, but neither set would respond at 


all to the reproduced commands. 
Ferguson models had varied. for- 
tunes with this unit. Many, including all 
the ‘simple’ handsets, all the VCRs, and 
most portable TVs, worked fine for me. 
Some later and more sophisticated TV 
models were not amenable to the CP®. 
All. depends, it seems, on the IR 
codes used, and there have been 
many different ones over the years. 


Conclusion 


Is the Memorex worth its £99 price 
tag? Not an easy one to answer! 

Do you need it? 

How many handsets do you have in 
the one room? 

How much trouble is it to select the 
right one? 

Will you make any use of the timer/ 
sequence features? 

Do any of your existing handsets 
have built-in memory (one-shot timer 
programming, bar-code sensing, etc) 
which this ~~ controller =~ cannot 
reproduce? 

ls the CP® amenable to all your 
equipment? 

If not, our suppliers, Britech promise 
to give you a refund if you return the 
CP® in good condition. 

What's for sure is that the instrument 
is a piece of very high technology 
indeed O 


BEST VALUE IN BRITAIN! 


SUPERB VALUE 
for editing and copying between 
ANY combination of VHS,VHS-C, 8mm, 


COPYGUARD 
CORRECTOR 


Beta and U-Matic machines. 


* SPLIT-SCREEN enhancement 

* Exclusive ELECTRONIC BY-PASS 

* Full COLOUR SATURATION control 

* Picture SHARPENING or SOFTENING 

* Professional FADE-TO-BLACK 

* Unique BRIGHTNESS level control 

* Vertical WIPE-PATTERN for scene changing 

* TWO audio channels (stereo/mono) for MIXING 
music with original soundtrack 

* Acclaimed world-wide as the best enhancing 
processor you can buy! 


“What Video” mag says: “.. . the VP-101 is 
excellent if you want to keep costs down & want 
good value for money. It works very well. . .” 


Used by ITV and BBC cameramen with their own 
domestic video equipment. 


Videorronics SP YCATCHER’ 


~aual VIDEO COPY 
@  stasiiser 


AGC & Cepyguard Correction 


* Clean, clear, picture from ALL tapes. 

* The ONLY unit that can defeat ALL 
copyguard systems, whether UK, American 
or European. 

* Mains powered. (Not to be confused with 
cheap, inferior, battery models, none of which 
work properly)! 

* Very simple to use. Hook-up instructions sent 
with each unit. 

* 10-day money back guarantee if SPY- 
CATCHER fails to work with YOUR video/TV 
equipment. 

Order NOW or send for Free details including 

independent test report. 


VIDEOT RONICS 18, Sherwood St., Chesterfield S40 2EE. Tel: 053-383-0394 Mail Order Only — Callers strictly by appointment. 
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S.E. ELECTRONIC LTD. TENE * Exon 
BUY WITH CONFIDENCE 01-560 0194 ~*~ MAIL ORDER 
FROM REPUTABLE DEALER =—-91-568 5848, (ene tran 


BEFORE YOU BUY ELSEWHERE TRY US TELEX 
FOR MONEY SAVING PRICE 949581 SEE IND = warenpetalts on REQUEST 


VIDEO RECORDERS EXPORT sony V0 5 Fe TPES £1399.00 

AKAI VIDEO SYSTEMS SONY v200 caeecermunioaner 
240 £275.00 SANYO 

PHONE ALL PLUS VAT pails we. scdivecaseatavcaet oe 

PHONE SANYO VHR-D500 P.I.P occ... LOWEST FORICE 


Stereo, Digital, Nicam National NVG-30EN PAL BYG............. £250.00 PIONEER VR515 oo cosssnsmssmnsnsnsnonnsnn 
FERGUSON National NVG-33EN PAL B/G.......... £299.00 pone §— Wavoiazi 
PT FERGUSON VIL osccccccscssnsesssssnssesneevstne pone Hitachi VT-438 P.1.P...... ss. £375.00 PONEER TV SoBe 2" co Bae 
P4) FERGUSON FV13H Hi-Fi .......ccccccscccccsseeseeeee PHONE JVC HRD-158 Multi-Stand .............. £426.00 
PR] FERGUSON FIAT Ni-Cam HiFi. oonnnonn PHONE Sharp VC-79 Multi-Stand aerate VIDEO ACCESSORIES 
$24) FERGUSON FV20B NEW... PHONE ©) eee Serna ‘ 
Ls FERGUSON FV21R NEW .... ~pHone Hitachi VT-168 Multi-Stand.............. £426.00 vee a eile 
FERGUSON FV26 Digital P.1.P .......sssssssssseeseeeeeee PHONE Panasonic NVG15 Multi-Stand ........ £429.00 SAN a. ¢ VG beat yavdasticnnavienionnacescnragest: PHONE 
My HITACHI National NVG400 Multi-Stand .......... £520.00 FUT” Fat UN nn DEG 
za FUTEK FA4O4 . £269.00 
= tae SONY XVTS00 Digi Video impose ss PHONE 
m SONY UK TVs SONY XVI700 Colour Corrector ” PHONE 
0 HITACHI OLOUT COFTECIOF .........-:sssscersecererres NI 
jar] HITACHI VIDEO TRIPODS 
> feel KVM-14RC....cccccccsssesssssseeeeeessseeeee suk enone 
>a NEC RVIVTHAT4 UX ccrecstnteccescsstietasesrennaenets VIDEO LIGHTS 
= Ne 083 es KV-19XMT 19" RIC Txt tae i smn MS 
m - igita OAXIIT 21" RUC TIC... PHONE te Ss 
BLE NEC §———_DX-3000 Digital . rie REWMODE 30V Portalght = oo Baa 
Ss VEZ AK MU sccencecustdromantadetercctvewiess SONY HVLSODA Portight "49.95 
SHARP KVX-21TU PHONE ARKON TM PORARQIE .cr0ckssasezos nserssiocsnnnanioese .. £79.95 
Puy SHARP VO-AT00 nnn PANEL ee ee ee ahaa rg ieee eens 
SHARP -VG-AI40. ee PHONE KV-25XRT 25” Stereo TXt.........ccc PHONE PANASONIC M7B 
Bed SHARP VO-A502 oo. cssesssenennnneneee PHONE K\-27XRT 27” Stereo TXte..--ccosscccssseee PHONE 
SE SHARP —VC-D801 PLILP.....csusesnnesnssnn PHONE 
BED SHARP VCA+140 oo.escsnssssneeinenene BEST BUY 
a einisoiic SANYO UK TVs hh Ses 
phisticated plug-in charac- 
I PANASONIC NVG21B coors PHONE Or ed er gererat. speed 
=| EON NVG25B seigionancinner irr alge CBP-2148 21" [Xt escccseccececteesseonsserecnvs PHONE a TR ter, 2 step autofocus, 
2 NIG. NVHGSB FFL sscssscisscesssestevceveensossys £499. bi ” x power zoom lens, flying erase heat 
4 PANASONIC NVGAOB New... PHONE CBP-2146 21" Txt aonesarte RN OS PHONE On: sree ior ae 
PANASONIC NVG45B New... “PHONE CBP-2565 25" TXt........ccccssssssssesseseeee PHONE sate shooting. Ws £1125 
| PANASONIC NVD48B Digital P.1.P ..PHONE CBP-2566 25” P.I.P ou... PHONES oe etn a ee 
BEY PANASONIC NVDBOB HiFi Digit nnn PHONE CRp.9965 98" Txt... PHONE PANA SONIC MC10 
re UVC CBP-2866 28” P.I.P ooo. PHONE VHS-C camcorder with plug-in cha 
a JvC HRD170 £279.95 100 sec on we 0 a 
(e) JVC HRD210. .. PHONE EXPORT insert sas, geet ba 
JVC HRD180. £299.95 zone system 
ays te Ed =otvsystems aaa 
, eg case 
ra JVC HRD320 New... ... PHONE chard gee, ‘£11 25 
ye on ba ~Plne ALL PLUS VAT JVC GR45 as 
m me HRD500 NOW.Q..occccecssssessesseeneeeve PHONE = 


National TC1480 14” PALB.............. £160.00 State-of-the-art VHS-C. 


lp) ksyexe) 0) \yma's|2) =e Mw \d =a National TC460 14” R/C PALB........... £185.00 cob Care Pan Uae 
head recording 
z syste! 


Sony KV1682 ME7 16” Mult-St ........ £365.00 


9 al 


m, 
AKAI E180 Sony KV1882 ME3 18” Mult-St ........ £375.00 yarspees (1 
JVC E180 ~~ BM Sony KV27XRTM 27” Mult-St ......... £690.00 1/500. 1/1000 excond) shutter. Two speed 9-54/71.4 6x zoom, 
PLUS MANY MORE BARGAINS SSs« VCC 14014” Mult-St ...........0.. £350.00 Master Ect Control system 
Minimum Order 10 Mix JVC.C210 21” MUIt-St o..casccecsene £350.00 Hard case suplied. £999 


Carriage £2.50 per order 


Multi standard video recorders 


ire PHONE NOW FOR BEST PRICES ON ALL ITEMS! 


many more. 
Phone your requirements. 


JUST PHONE WORLDWIDE EXPORTS 


S.E. ELECTRONIC LTD. YOUR DUTY FREE TV’S VIDEO’S 
196 SOUTH EALING ROAD = | CREDITCARD NO. | y.BoND WAREHOUSE 
LONDON W5 |i Py MAIL ORDER: 01-560 6161 


What Video September 1988 


HITACHI — PIONEER — TOSHIBA — NEC — KENWOOD — TECHNIC — PANASONIC — SHARP — — SANYO — AIWA 


THE PROFESSIONALS 


VIDIEO TY 
& AUDIO VISUAL EQPT. 


HIRE OR BUY 


@ CAMERAS VHS TO BROADCAST 

@ LARGE SCREEN VIDEO PROJECTORS 
@ VIDEO RECORDERS VHS & U-MATIC 
@ MONITORS 

@ EDIT SUITES 

@ SLIDE & OVERHEAD PROJECTORS 
@ SCREENS 

@ PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEMS 

@ VIDEO TAPES 


: TRANSFERS & COPYING 
CLASSIC VIDEO SERVICES 
143 HEATH PARK ROAD 
TEL: (04024) 74901 


ROMFORD ESSEX 
RM2 5XJ 


WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ALL OTHER PRICES 


AKAI HSB30 HS349 CANON 
VS23_ -VS35 PANASONIC VME2 \VME70 
AMSTRAD _ _ NVG40 __NVG45 
4600 MkIl 4700 NVG48 — NVD80 Feos Mets 
FERGUSON BONY Jvc 

GR45 


YO 

VHR3100 VHR3300 ce 

VHRD500 
VT410 -VT420 pe MC7 
PIONEER VCA410  VCA5011 SONY 
VR515 ~-VR707 VCD801 CCDV50 CCDV90 
Jvc TOSHIBA MINOLTA 
HRD320EK —HRD400EK DV80 DVv90 8100E CIE 


HRDS5O0OEK HRD700EK PHILIPS SANYO 
HRD330EK HRDS30EK POA VMD1P 


PHONE US BEFORE YOU BUY! WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY 
OTHER PRICE YOU HAVE BEEN QUOTED. 


4 PO RT: WE CAN SUPPLY VIDEO & TV SUITABLE FOR 
= ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD. RING FOR DETAILS 


BRANCHES ALSO LONDON AND KENT 
DELIVERY - INSTALLATION - COLLECTION 


Short or Long term hire, from one day upwards 
same day or early morning deliveries if required 


SANYO VM-D1P 


WHAT VIDEO’S 
CAMCORDER OF THE YEAR 


“Impressive, lightweight with high speed shutter” 


OPEN 7 DAYS A EER 


CANON E70 


Lightweight, high speed shutter 
Low light operation down to 7 lux 


£2,000 INSTANT CREDIT! NO 
DEPOSIT, 4 YRS TO PAY — WRITTEN 
DETAILS ON REQUEST 


OPEN SUNDAY 9-6 pm 


LATE NIGHT FRIDAY TILL 8.00 PM 
PANASONIC M7 SHARP 


PHOTOTOPIC HI-TECH 


GLOUCESTER PRWuniaad TEWKESBURY MRcunome 


“LOADS” 


OF LOW LOW PRICES WITH 
OUR aie PRICE GUARANTEE 


PANASONIC “eu 


Ac VIDEO 
4 bd ™~ 
TRIPODS NICAD BaTTERis 
= | ACCESSORIES 


* EXPERT FRIENDLY ADVICE 
Aes * PERSONAL ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
HELP WITH A * INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION 
DEMONSTRATION « | qwest PRICE GUARANTEE 
SWINDON  Fiyeuivae) WORCESTER Paypal 
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Full size VHS 8 to 1 Zoom VHS-C 


MAIL ORDER 
Anywhere in the UK — Phone for details 
(0932) 854522, 851753, 843769 


244-256 STATION ROAD, 
ADDLESTONE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY. 


Aworld of difference 


Goodmans GVR2000 — VHS recorder — £249 


ECONOMIC TONIC 


Just how much video recorder,can you expect for a 
bankroll of £249? Nick Bellenberg weighs up a new cut- 
price character from a company making its VHS debut 


GOODMANS FIRST VCR is modestly 
priced at just £249. Ever keen of the 
chance to give a budget deck a check- 
up, the GVR2000 was given pride of 
place under the WHAT VIDEO telly 
and driven through its paces. 


Description 


Just like any John Doe, this VCR seems 
to be of average height and weight. 
Plainly, yet not unattractively styled, the 
fascia panel sports all the main operat- 
ing controls. 

The clock and timer setting buttons 
hide under the front flap along with the 
tuner controls and tracking knob. 

What does lend a certain air of 
bargain-basement tackiness to the out- 
fit are the words remote controller and 
slimline video recorder with remote 
control. Guess what they're writ large 
upon? Come on guys, we know which 
bit’s which... 


Operation 


In operation, the GVR2000 is reassur- 
ingly quiet, yet quick. 

Again, a good sign reliability-wise. 
Apparent good quality of construction, 
for the price, is confirmed on lifting the 
lid. A clean layout and tidy circuit 
boards bode well for longevity. 

The remote control is a bit of a let- 
down though, with regard to styling 
and construction. Still, it does the job 
and that’s what counts. 

The ins and outs are handled by 
phono sockets for video and audio, in 
addition to the obligatory RF 
connectors. 

And not a whiff of a Scart connector 
to be had. 

Setting up the tuner and clock is 
easy, although the instructions for the 
tuner do not contain any details re- 
garding fine tuning — which | found 


© © © ® © @O® © 


GOODMANS GVR-2000 CONTROLS 


1. On/Off 2. Eject 3. Cassette compartment 4. Stop 
5. Search speed 6. Record 7. Pause 8. Cassette In indicator 
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AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 

Timer 

Reasonable standard of construction 
Quiet and smooth operation 
Instruction book 


What's Bad 
Lack of timer/clock back-up 
Tuner’s station ‘lock-on’ needs fine adjustment 


Our Ratings 

Price | Adda 
Picture pr 
Sound >>p> 
Features >> 

Eose of ue > > > 


Looks >> 
PP PPD Excelent PP PP Good PPP Fair 
PP Basic P Poor 


was necessary and possible. | think a 


‘must try harder’ note needs to be p 


i Rae 
m ~ G 


“49 005 


9. Slow motion 10. Channel selectors 11. Remote sensor 


12. Tracking 13, Fast Forward 14. Play 15. Rewind 
16. Counter reset 17. Counter memory 


FACT PACK 


Machine: Goodmans GVR2000 

Format: VHS, PAL standard 

Price: £249 

Market Position: Budget 

Tape Functions: Play, record, rewind, fast forward, 
dual speed picture search, slow motion, pause/still 
Features: One touch instand record, counter memory 
Remote Control: Infra red 

Timer Options: 8 events/14 days 

Audio System: Mono linear track 

Sockets: Phono audio/vido in/out, RF in/out 
Dimensions: 430(w) x 95(h) x 370(d) mm 
Weight: 7.2kg 


applied to the lack of fail-safe on the 
clock and timer. 

Timer functions are respectable — 8 
events over 14 days, however a mo- 
ment's electrical disconnection will put 
paid to any hopes you may have had 
of retaining these... and the clock. 

One touch timer record is also fea- 
tures, giving away recording time in 30 


minute chunks. Also worth a mention is 
the instruction book, which is in one 
language — English — and explains 
all, clearly and concisely. It even tells: 
which way round to insert the cassette 
— essential information for some first- 
time videophiles. 


Performance 


Picture quality scores around 240 hori- 
zontal lines in our standard laboratory 
chart resolution test. 

Overall picture quality is not bad, but 
there’s pronounced bearding effect 
(blacks smudging into whites) and col- 
our bleeding that makes pictures look a 
little fuzzy around areas of contrast. 

Some fiddling with the fine tuning 
relieves this to some extent, but overall 
the clarity and dynamic range was 
more than acceptable for a machine in 
this price bracket. 

No picture hardness control is sup- 
plied, but | think you can live without it, 
all other factors considered. 

Still frame was a bit of a lottery, with 


a good number of stabs at the button 
needed to get a noise-free picture. 
Frame advance is not provided. 

Slow motion was randomly noisy, 
but not so much that you couldn’t see 
the picture underneath. 

Two search speeds are offered, and 
at the slowest (3 x normal) judicious 
twiddling of the tracking control can 
provide a clear picture. Otherwise at 
the fastest FF search there are four thin 
noise bars, and six in REW mode. 

Audio quality is adequate. In other 
words, not hi-fi, but good enough to 
replay through a hi-fi system for better 
results than the telly speaker. 


Conclusion 


For the money, the GVR2000 offers a 
decent range of features and accept- 
able performance, for a recommend- 
ed price of about £50 less than 
comparable budget models. Bear in 
mind also, that ‘recommended prices’ 
can mean little in the ‘cut and thrust of 
today’s competitive economic climate’. 

My own personal hunch is that it 
comes from the same factory as the 
£299 Alba, featured in our June issue 
budget supertest. It certainly sports the 
same features and the remote controls 
are identical. 

I'd say it was worth a look if you 
were being economy minded ...O 


CREDIT CARD - MAIL ORDERS 


TWICKENHAM HI FI 


Tel: 01-891 3004 
SANYO 
VIDEO RECORDERS MO SOCM ENA odes 2:5 see hea s Raeabinc koe eae << SALE 
AMSTRAD 
SHARP 
VGA OO: 260s oc secindei s Cineaemeed eOxoadas 3ceaenenss SALE iai 
TANATAS CRUIAG | EE SS eines Seema 2S isierisinis = SALE VGCD8EO'1 DIGIAl 36.0... becestiisieis 2 o.cieieveat! SPECIAL PRICE 
TMS VCRVEY: aca 2 esearses s stakes epscimieas maser SALE CAMCORDERS 
AKAI 
VS-35 SALE VHS-C FORMAT 
= MINOW: ccc, se, oe ob bane tee SREIEREIONA ESRC aj 5.0 cxsiaetsrstene Wms anise sa Sea e Se 
MS=23 "INOW"  weswiws soeciesios so wsitaue be sis/aeee oo Anew sss SALE sive Baoae Sek: erica cess 
FERGUSON INS Cn 1 EVR, teicce nics stesso orcs 


Panasonic NV-WC10 
Hitachi VIMC-4O . 2... cece cece cca w en cnene 


VHS STANDARD FORMAT 


ET GION FC 8 anion ntharrains @ o dprermmn awe setae ee SALE 

POTOnic IVIL) ciciecseaiis a6 sieichivals cn ssiesnene sans SALE 
HITACHI PGE NEES Sa ipecla cicada DSH Ue NGR MRIS CREE SALE 
WTS OI sieve 6:5 js.creccuess s maisrere Wik bre. c.SblcinteS 4: S4sice PRrvipS VICE-HGGB) avs «cating 400 sxamense Cawieasa sans SALE 
WT BSG ii... << senscjndn soe 


TELEVISIONS 


CT2870 ‘New’ 
CT2570 ‘New’ 


HITACHI CPT2178 
CPT2658 
CPT2S508 ‘New’ 
CPT2808 ‘New’ 


VT450 Twin Speed 
VTS580 Digital 


JS.V.C. 

HRD 230 Twin Speed 
HRD 320 ‘New’ 
HRD 400 ‘New’ 
HRD 530 Nicam eas 
HRD 700 Digital ‘New’ 


AKAI 


PANASONIC NEC FUlRENGS: ss sccdiccic sso fe aaisi o055:450 

INVAGi4 ON NOW".  esicieiise so ddiacisins =e sicieem ae eo dpneimiere ose SALE 

NV-G45 New! opis III 8 ei <2 Fy Bea eaeennbee eee 

BEV =CA SSS DIST PU acs seyti an sieyeinscrerene = sishaece in a avajeroin SALE KVX25TU 

PHILIPS HRV STOR aia gars apache cesers en cptaneaete o-accxebarnte 
WERGA ©. swans sd sspaieinis os Shes S Eayeauaeie se serareseee es ores SALE 

WRGS70 IIS « 2 giscices 5 casa inyiiea oi ao clsiene aB Sscqredte os eee SALE * EXPORTS *MAIL ORDER * CREDIT FACILITY 


Phone for Unbeatable Price 


01-891 3004 
TWICKENHAM HI-FI 
12 London Road, Twickenham, Middx TW1 3RR 
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RAN D 
TV 
CLEARANCE 


MANY FAMOUS BRANDS 
FOR EXAMPLE 


TZ” REMO TB BOL = BIT on ssneisnscmencedireantirceniesiitcemmaiinsbisipiennntvaasceed from £199 
BO Oe VISION sia ticiccsnssnsivinsanerincpdv clampeoahanelationnsiubunasaersnninnses from £199 
22" REMOTE OPAL. TY cicactecsssnccaspapintinagaeemsesiinnensdaorte tiv enpsiebandanin from £229 
2) PE Teele are Phar itenseres cans 0 esisosinsdeantu ta msomardcowinetinnttia sta nagramtinwtis from £269 
21” REMOTE ELE EAT FST 6 srcsssvnrconsncnasttiniensiwasineniaannitdadtxsunomareasbenl from £299 
26" REMOTE ELE EET acces ics ssscnssncncatanhnniacinemnsusnandaiadtiniyixeameanngeente 


many more bargains that we are unable to print in our hi-fi, TV & video dept. 


WE STOCK MANY FAMOUS BRANDS 
PHILIPS, SONY, PANASONIC, TECHNICS, JVC, MARANTZ, HITACHI, 
PIONEER, AIWA to name but a few! 


GALAXY AUDIO VISUAL TIME & TUNE 
230 Tottenham Court Road, 218/220 Whitechapel Road, 
London W1P 9AE. London E1 1BJ 
Tel: 01-637 2624 Tel: 01-247 0567 


PLEASE NOTE - WE ARE UNABLE TO QUOTE 
PRICES ON THE TELEPHONE 


ALL OFFERED GOODS AND FREE GIFT SUBJECT 
TO AVAILABILITY 
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MEMOREX 


MUTE 
<q SELECT 
CHANNEL 


VOLUME 


1 2 
4 ~ 


= 


38 


(8) 


PLAY 


REW 


STOP 


PAUSE 


MEMOREX 


CP* universal remote control 


The Memorex CP* Universal Remote Control (URC) provides single- 
handed operation of up to eight different remote control units 
with one touch. It also features a built-in clock, five timers and a 
unique sequence function not found on similar controllers. 

The CP’ is easy to program. Just place the Memorex CP* next to a 
remote control unit, switch the URC to Learn, select the device 
being learned (e.g. TV) and press the key to be learned (e.g. 
Power) on the remote control unit and URC. Do this for each of 
the remote control units to be learned. 

The Memorex CP’ has all the standard URC features that you 
expect and more. 


The SEQUENCE feature enables you to preset the various steps 

usually needed for equipment switching and mode selection. You 

just press the sequence number and the URC does the rest. The 

CP* can remember 24 different sequences of up to 48 commands 

each. 

The built-in CLOCK and five TIMERS used in conjunction with 

the 24 sequences allow you to operate the Memorex CP* 

UNATTENDED at any time or day you want. 

The infrared (IR) POWER BOOSTER produces an extra-powerful 
. signal to allow you to operate the CP* without having to aim 

directly at the audio or video equipment. 

The large, easy, to read LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY (LCD) lets 

you see the commands, sequence steps, timer settings and even 

tells you when to change batteries. 

MEMORY BACK-UP allows the batteries to be changed without 

losing any codes, sequences or settings. 

The WRITE-ON KEY PAD LABEL allows you to label the 

commands that are different from the names provided on the 

URC keys. 

DISPLAY LIGHT provide easy viewing at night or in low-light 

conditions. 

Also, the seldom-used programming keys are behind a removable 

COVER to prevent you from pressing them unintentionally. 


Product Information 


INNER BOX BOX 
; CODE DESCRIPTION be a DIMENSIONS WEIGHT 


CP8 UNIVERSAL ae BOX |16,875x 13,00 15lbs 
REMOTE CONTROL x 11,875 


73508801 


READER OFFER 
ORDER NOW FOR JUST £99 


You can obtain your Memorex CP® Universal Remote Control 
direct from the manufacturer now. Simply complete the form 
below and send it with your payment to Memtek Products, 

2 Ascot Road, Bedfont, Feltham, Middlesex, TW14 8QH. 


Please send me Memorex CP8 Universal Remote Control(s) 
at £99 each. | enclose a crossed cheque/PO (not cash) for £ 
made payable to Memtek Products. 


Name 
Address. 


Postcode. 


Allow 28 days for delivery 


Technical Specifications: 


Power: 
Low Battery Condition: 


Memory Hold Time Without 
Batteries: 


IR Control Range (typical): 


IR Control Angle of Incidence: 


IR Learn Range: 

IR Carrier Frequency Range: 
Display: 

Dimension (W x D x H): 


Weight (without batteries): 


IR Sender 
Window =. ] 


4 x AA alkaline batteries (6.0 V) 
4.5V min. 


5 minutes min. 

65 feet (20m) 

+30 degrees 

1-4 inch + 10 degrees 
22 kHz-89.5 kHz 
8-digit LCD display 


3%a X 855%4 x 13% inch 
78 x 225 x 37mm 


8 oz (200 g) 


Display 
LIGHT 
Switch 


Device 
SELECT 
Keys am 


Cancel 
Key 


Removable UNIVERSAL REMOTE CONTROL 


cover 


CHANNEL 


Liquid Crystal 


MEMOREX | Display (LCD) 


Battery Compartment 
(On Back) 


SELECT 


Send/Receive 
Indicator 


VOLUME 


SEQ 
(Sequence) 
Key 


IR Receiver 
Window 


MEMOREX Audio and Video Tapes, Accessories and Batteries 


Is it live... 


or is it MEMOREX 


For further information contact: Memtek Products, 2 Ascot Koad, Bedfont, Feltham, Middlesex. TW14 8QH. 
Telephone: (0784) 247241 


Our triple-pack of pocket 
TV sets. 


Above: £170 Casio TV-1500. 
Left: £120 Casio TV-400. 
Below: £249 Ferguson 
PTV-01. 


POCKET COLOUR TELEVISION 
13. 20 3040 50 62 * = « 


FERGUSON 
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Casio TV-400/TV-1500/Ferguson PTV-01 — Pocket Colour 
LCD TVs — £120, £170 and £249 


A POCKET FULL 
OF PIXELS 


Micro-electric marvels or executive toys? Richard 
Burton takes a trio of tiny tellies to task 


WARNING! REVIEWING pocket col- 
our TVs can be hazardous to your 
health! My health, actually. 

The sheer small scale of these mini 
marvels puts dangerous ideas into the 
minds of video magazine editors. 

‘Test them out at the bottom of a 
mine — no, wait, take one skydiving! 
The readers would love to hear what 
it's like watching TV as you plummet 
from 15,000 feet!’ 

I'm sorry, but there are limits, even 
where WV is concemed, so you'll just 
have to accept the fact that the follow- 
ing reviews were carried out from 
ground zero with one foot never leav- 
ing terra firma. 

Pocket-sized television sets, as a con- 
cept, have been around for ages. Dick 
Tracy used to wear one on his wrist in 
the newspaper funnies; Sir Clive Sin- 
clair has had two attempts at building a 
successful one. 

Nothing has worked as yet. Maybe 
because technology has only been 
able to provide mono displays in a 
small enough size. What was needed 
was a viable way of producing colour 
pictures on a flat screen. 

Enter Liquid Crystal Display. Rapidly 
becoming the de facto standard for 
flat-screen displays in watches, calcula- 
tors and portable computers, LCD dis- 
plays can build up a TV picture out of 
small ‘building blocks’, technically 
called picture elements, but known in 
the trade as ‘pixels’. 

Thousands of these pixels make up a 
display matrix — and if coloured can 
produce a realistic-looking television 
picture. 

Currently on the market are three 
mini TVs which exploit this new tech- 
nology — but do they offer enough to 
establish a legitimate market for the 
pocket colour TV? 

| decided to investigate ... 
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Description 


Of the three mini LCD colour television 
sets on offer, two come from one 
manufacturer, Casio. 

The TV-400, smallest of the trio, is a 
palm-sized unit and a true descendant 
of the hand-held tranny radios of 
trends gone by. 

It boasts the smallest screen of the 
bunch, 50mm (diagonal) and the low- 
est resolution, 63,360 pixels. However, 
it is a true ‘go-anywhere’ TV, slipping 
easily into almost any pocket, bag or 
case. 

Next in line is the Casio TV-1500, 
bigger all round with a 65mm, high- 
resolution colour LCD screen (90,288 
pixels). Still an easily transportable set, 
but in. need of slightly larger pockets. 

Directly challenging the TV-1500 is 
Ferguson's PTV-01, offering similar di- 
mensions to its Casio rival, with an 
identical screen size. It carries, howev- 
er, the heaviest price tag of the three. 

Each set has a built-in retractable 
aerial, with sockets for external aerials. 
Ferguson is alone, however, in provid- 
ing an aerial adaptor lead so that the 
PTV-01 can be immediately connected 
to your main external aerial or the RF 
outputs of your VCR or camcorder. 

All three sets can also work off a 
variety of external power sources, 
from AC adaptors to car batteries. 


Operation 


Powering up the micro TV trio results in 
instant picture and sound (if properly 
tuned). Tuning is by means of one- 
touch auto buttons which scan the 
frequencies and ‘lock on’ to a strong TV 
signal. 

In all three cases on-screen displays 
monitor this function, but the approach 


taken by each company typifies their 
different design philosophies. 

Casio goes for the purely functional 
by, on both its models, using a 2mm 
vertical strip within the picture area as 
a permanent — and distracting — 
channel indicator display. 

Ferguson has opted for a more 
aesthetically pleasing green vertical 
bar which scans across the full picture 
area during tuning and disappears 
once a station has been located. 

A Channel Indicator button briefly 
displays this line again for tuning 
checks, but otherwise the full screen 
area is taken up by the TV picture. 

As anyone who has used an LCD 
screen before knows, the viewing an- 
gle is extremely critical. Just a few 
degrees either side of the optimum 
angle results in the image becoming 
either too dark or too light to see (a 
result of the polarising layers used in 
the construction of an LCD display — 
but who wants to get that technical?). 

This effect is even more pronounced 
on pocket TVs. 

If, while holding one in your hand, 
you tilt your hand just slightly, the 
picture rapidly appears to darken or 
lighten. Therefore, the viewing angle 
adjustment control — or ‘brightness’ as 
it has been labelled on the three — 
assumes a crucial role in the operation 
of these TV sets. 

Ferguson has got it right by placing a 
large, easy-to-get at, slider control next 
to the main power switch on the top of 
the PTV-01. 

During hand-held use this can be 
quickly adjusted to counter any 
changes made in the viewing angle. 
Casio has elected to go for conven- 
tional thumb wheels located on the 
sides of the TV-400 and TV-1500. | 
found these difficult to locate quickly, 
resulting in the loss of vital moments of 


screen viewing. 

Other less frequently used controls 
provided are; on the TV-400, colour 
and tint, on the TV-1500, colour, and 
on the PTV-01, colour and contrast. 

Volume controls are, again, thumb 
wheels on the Casio pair, while Fergu- 
son provide a two-button+/—facility. 

All three sets are battery powered 
(with the aforementioned optional ex- 
ternal sources). However, potential 
customers should be warned that pow- 
er consumption is extremely high. On a 
fresh set of four MN1500-type alka- 
line batteries the TV-400 will run for 
three hours, the TV-1500 for two hours 
and the PTV-01, which requires six 
MN1500s, two and a half hours. 
These times are cut to less than half 
when using non-alkaline batteries. So 
don’t plan on watching a full evening's 
TV on one of these sets! 


Performance 


A colour LCD holds no threat for the 
traditional cathode ray tube at this 
stage in its evolution — especially on 
screens this size. The dot pattern is 
visible from the close distances one is 
forced to view from (around 40cm 
comfortably), and this tends to break 
up the fine detail. And resolution is 
what really sorts our three contenders 


out. 
The TV-400 with its small screen and 


lower resolution is, frankly, a joke. 
Even when | could get good recep- 

tion through the integral aerial (which 

was rare) it was largely a case of guess 


FACT PACK 


Machine: Casio TV-1500 

Price: £169.95 

Market Position: Prestige pocket colour TV 
Visible Screen Area: 65mm 

Battery Life: 2 hours 

Sockets: External 3.5 mini antenna jack, headphone 
socket, A/C power jack, A/V input 

Dimensions: 149(w) x 36(h) x 86(d)mm 

Weight: 375 gms. 


AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 
Size 

Picture quality 
Sound 

External connections 


What's Bad 
Uneven backlight 
Control placement 


Our Ratings 

Price >>Pp 
Picture >>p 
Sound >>> p> 
Features >>> Pp 
Ease of ue > > PP 


Looks >>Pp 
PPP P Lxcllent PPP Good PPP Fair 
PP Basic P Poor 


74 


the shapes! As for on-screen graphics 
— so much a part of news and sports 
programming these days — forget it. 
These are rendered incomprehensible 
by the tiny screen. 

The TV-1500’s larger, higher-resolu- 
tion screen fared better with recognisa- 
ble shapes and legible captions. 

The picture quality, however, was 
disappointingly ‘sof, with weak colour 
saturation. 

Both Casio sets suffered a more 
serious problem, though, with back- 
lighting — the behind-screen illumina- 
tion needed to show up an LCD picture 
clearly. In both the TV-400 and TV- 
1500 this was uneven, giving a ‘hot 
spot’ across the screen's width. 

Ferguson’s PTV-01 walks away with 
top marks in all picture quality depart- 
ments. A clear sharp image, good 
colour and even backlighting. 

Sound was good on all three units, 
with front-mounted speakers delivering 
more than adequate volume. As might 
be expected, earphone sockets are 
standard and earphones supplied with 
each of the sets. 


Conclusion 


The most obvious question one has to 
ask about these miniature marvels is: 
what do you use them for? 

The battery life precludes any sort of 
extended use and the small screen size 
and LCD display severely limits the 
viewing audience. 

There is a danger of these LCD TVs 
being classified as ‘executive toys’ — 
the business person who has to carry a 
phone everywhere can now carry a 
colour TV set as well — and their heavy 
price tags may well limit them to this 
market. 

But there are more widespread uses. 
Colour monitors for camcorders ‘in the 
field’ for one. | was only able to check 
out the PTV-01 in this department (its 
aerial adaptor plugs straight into the RF 
convertor of my camcorder — a Sony 
V8AF) and the results were excellent. 

Alternatively, serious fans of specta- 
tor sports can attend their chosen 
events and benefit from all the infor- 
mation TV coverage provides at the 
same time. 

Also people who need to be kept 
informed by TV news can be sure they 
are never away from a TV receiver 
again. The list goes on. 

With regard to the three mini TVs on 
review, | would have to say that, on an 
all round quality level, the Ferguson 
has the Casios beat hands down. 

In styling, functionally and perfor- 
mance it shows its class. Only price, 
and heavy battery consumption, counts 
against it. 

Of the Casios, only the TV-1500 
merits serious attention — the TV-400 
being an interesting demonstration in 
microelectronics and little more. 


FACT PACK 


Machine: Ferguson PTV01 

Price: £249 

Market Position: Prestige pocket colour TV 

Visible Screen Area: 65mm 

Battery Life: 2/4 hours 

Sockets: External antenna jack, headphone socket, A/C 
power jack, A/V input 

Dimensions: 145(w) x 86(h) x 35.3(d)mm 

Weight: 330 gms. 


AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 
Size and sound 
Picture quality 
Control placement 
Packaging 


What's Bad 
Price 
Battery life 


Our Ratings 

Price >>p> 
Picture  Adddd 
Sound >>P>p 
Features | ddd 
Ease of use > > > > 


Looks ddd 
PPPPP Lxclent PPP Good HPP Fair 
PP Basic Poor 


But the whole colour LCD TV market 
has barely got off the ground and care 
should be taken not to form judge- 
ments now that may have to be revised 
in the face of future developments. 

Just remember how far things have 
come since those first, pocket-sized 
transistor radios O 


FACT PACK 

Machine: Casio TV-400 

Price: £119.95 

Market Position: Budget pocket colour TV 

Visible Screen Area: 50mm 

Battery Life: 3 hours 

Sockets: External 3.5 mini antenna jack, headphone 
socket, A/C power jack 

Dimensions: 77(w) x 31(h) x 129(d)mm 

Weight: 320 gms. 


AT A GLANCE 
What's Good 

Compact size 

Battery life 

Price 

Sound 


What's Bad 
Picture quality 
Uneven backlight 


Our Ratings 

Price >>> Pp 
Picture >> 
Sound Added 
Features >> 

Ease of use > > > > 


Looks >>> 
PP PPP Exclent PPP Good PP Fair 
DP Basic Poor 
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JESSOP VIDEO ds 
CENTRES asa 


THE | 


canon E7O =<” 


8mm VIDEO CAMERA & RECORDER 


Compact, lightweight, easy-to-use design, giving single-handed 

shooting for up to 3 hours on a single cassette! Just 2 steps to : ZA 

catch the action! 1 turn on- 2 shoot. Everything you need to J canty ||! Complete with case, 
shoot. and play. wae. battery, leads, strap 


g: va FREE TAB 
CREDIT 


—.. $9 monitss 


SVG iiscctione | > MINOLTAS 
8} inom 8SIOOE 
£999: 00". 


COMPLETE 
WITH 
ACCESSORY 


KIT & SYSTEM 
CASE 


“ ; ie eta alge 
cas = SLIM LIGHTWEIGHT DESIGN 
pra = AUTOFOCUS 
= 6X POWER ZOOM LENS WITH MACRO 
Prati wee Ee "m= 1/1000 SEC HIGH SPEED SHUTTER 
ack 


‘EREE._. = New 1/2” CCD 
CREDIT system "°° 


patie ef ey Ee bait a Varia ble-speed 
jessop tes —_ amore Ro: shutt er 


*Licensed Credit Broker. Quotations 
available on request. Offers available 


, adv e 
. coe 
S or © 
e a’ 
ar 
. nate 
cR 
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JESSOP VIDEO 
CENTRES /: 


OSM." 
BELTS 


12V 4 amp/hr belt, 5 segments, 
just over 3lbs, up to 3 hours 
recording time £69.00 
12V 8 amp/hr belt, 5 segments, 
just over 6lbs, up to 6 hours 
recording time £129.95 
9.6V 4 amp/hr camcorder belt, 
about 3lbs, up to 5 hours 
recording time £69.00 
(Complete with DC lead for 
direct connection) 

4 amp/hr Sony belt for direct 
connection. 5% hrs recording 
time 2%4lbs in weight £79.00 
4amp/hr 13.2V belt. 3%lbs 
3%hrs extended recording time 
Designed for professional use 


£86.95 


SEE OUR RANGE OF VIDEO, TELEVISION AND AUDIO 


7 amp/hr 12V belt. 5% hours 
recording time. 5%lbs £139.00 
SCART PLUG LEAD £9.95 
SEALED LEAD ACID PACK 
12V 6 amp/hr shoulder pack, 
6lbs, 6’’x 4’x2%"", nylon case 
up to 4% hours recording time 
£41.89 
SEALED LEAD ACID BELTS 
12V 6 amp/hr belt, 5%Ibs, up to 
4 hrs recording time £67.51 
Zoom Mic MTLS10 £28.95 
COPY KIT £14.95 


Use yours & a friends recorder 
to make your own copies. 
6 amp/hr battery and light kit 


£79.95 
£65.95 


4 amp/hr Sony 90 belt 


AVAILABLE 
FROM ALL 
JESSOP 
BRANCHES 


SEND FOR 
FREE 
LEAFLET 


IN OUR PANASONIC DEMONSTRATION CENTRES 


NVG25B £529.99 
NVG45B £449.95 
NV180B Portable inc. case 
£699.99 
VWET180B Tuner/Timer 
£349.99 


VWVBM7E (M7) £34.99 
VWVBC1E (MC10) £29.99 
VWVB30E (NV180M5) £34.99 
VWVBC5E (MC5) £29.99 


TC1480 14” Portable £169.00 
TC1485 14” Portable IR remote 
£219.99 
TC1675 16” Portable IR remote 
£249.99 
TC1100 11’ TV/Monitor 
£399.99 
TX1 20” FST T/Text £399.99 


JESSOD All Mail order enquiries only to our Distribution Warehouse: 


JESSOP OF LEICESTER LIMITED, JESSOP HOUSE, 
SCUDAMORE ROAD, LEICESTER LE3 1TZ 


sae? gee ORE 


NVM7B £1299.99 
NVMC10B £1299.99 


WVPF10E100 £1249.95 
WVPF10E150 £1499.99 
WVPF10E200 £1499.99 
WJMX 10 Production mixer 
£1195.00 


VWA11B A/C Adp £79.99 
VWACM1E Car cord M7/M5 
£12.99 
VWCB1 MC10 Soft case £34.99 
VWCB2 M7 Soft case £39.99 
VWAC18E Car cord £14.99 
VWGPC1E Handgrip MC10/ 
MC5 £13.99 
VWACCS5E Car cord MC10/ 
MC5 £24.99 


Telephone: 0533 320033 


*LICENSED CREDIT BROKER. Written quotations on request. Peterborough 8 Cowgate 
Offers available for limited period & subject to availability 


and status. 


Teleton 


CPT 


DE-LUXE 14” 
REMOTE 
CONTROL 
COLOUR T.V. 


*BUY NOW ON 
INSTANT CREDIT! 


£16.00 Deposit. 24 monthly payments of £8.41 
APR 32.3% Total credit price £217.84 


oe 
eS 


CREDIT 


sw 9 months 


ALSO AVAILABLE 
COMPLETE RANGE OF PANASONIC 
AUDIO, CALCULATORS, TELEPHONES, 
TYPEWRITERS AND ACCESSORIES. 


Manchester 11 St. Mary’s Gate 061 834 8132 
Edinburgh 27 Shandwick Place 031 229 9854 
Northampton 1 Abington Square 0604 230490 
0733 558728 
0602 418586 
0902 310758 


Nottingham 32 Market Street 
Wolverhampton 10/11 Queen Street 
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JESSOP VIDEO 
CENTRES /: 


8mm CAMCORDER KIT SUPPLIED WITH: 


@CA - E2 POWER ADAPTOR 


@BP -E22 BATTERY 
Sto: snaronr Ooms 
Canon _ gis cezsnouLotn stnar VIDEO ENHANCERS 
8mm VIDEO CAMERA & RECORDER — : 
@ CCD 8 LUX SENSOR @ AUTO FADE & P 5 VIVANCO VCR 2044 


@ GX POWER ZOOM RECORD REVIEW ~ Z : A Video amplifier and enhancer. Supplies 
MACHO LENS @ 3 HR RECORDING = signals to up to 4 video recorder 
@ FLYING ERASE HEAD CAPABILITY ; 3 g 9 te : . . 


@ |.R. AUTOFOCUS @ REPLAY THROUGH simultaneously. The enhancer facility 

@ Hi-Fi SOUND YOUR OWN TV reduces any quality loss. Controls for 
separate colouring, brightness and contrast. 
Soft fade-in or fade-out of picture and 
sound. 


£179.94 


Ganomsion 8S 


WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON VIDEO PRICES 
We believe this is the best deal on the fabulous VM-E2. 
If you think you can do better - talk to your local 2, .00 SAVING -BUY THESE 3 | 
Jessop manager first. ACCESSORIES FOR ONLY £144. 00) 


aNoTHER SENSATIONAL i 
JESSOP SCOOP PURCHASE In addition to the functions of the VCR 


2044 this model has a sound mixing facility 
(micro, tape, video). Headphone terminal 
for controlling the sound quality. Due to 
the variable screen division facility you 


EMOTE? ; eivstant achieve possibility of direct picture 
Model No: VX8400 HQ a depos Rot] comparison on one monitor. 
hb laa Cassette PR | £279.96 
ecoraer LOOLLALM_. Lhe _ 


@12 key infra-red remote control 

@8 event, 14 day program timer 

@HO circuit for high quality picture 

@2 speed picture search 

@One touch record timer (OTR) : 

@Simultaneous display of clock, tape AVAILABLE FROM ALL JESSOP PHOTO/VIDEO CENTRES | 1044 | £79.95 


Position counter and channel number = Alli mail order enquiries only to our Distribution Warehouse: 


: JESSOP OF LEICESTER LIMITED, JESSOP HOUSE, Universal Scart Lead Set 19.95 
@Auto rewind at tape end SCUDAMORE ROAD, LEICESTER LE3 1TZ Tel: 0533 320033 
@Full 12 month ‘in home’ warranty *LICENSED CREDIT BROKER. Written quotations on request. 


———————_— IKRAMER-VS-4E, 
T € L a F U rd K E Ni 4 ( eee 
VM 23892 KRAMER VS 11E MK3 Pro-Enhancer 
: £559.33 


The Amstrad VCR 4700} ¢2:2:«;,, ae JV GR-C11 


Fully programmable remote control SELECTRONIC V/FINDER 
VIDEOMOVIE 
@FADE IN/OUT FACILITY 


24 monthly ff @2 Tape sPEED - AUTOFOCUS 3X ZOOM LENS 
payments of £12.81 @ ASSEMBLE EDIT Price includes: Battery pack, AC adapter, cassette adapter, tape and strap 
APR 32.3% 
Total credit price £333.44 


playing time. 


WITH B/W MONITOR FOR 
plus 8 hour | Bhr ee ees RECORDING CHECK 


Free JVC ‘Video Know-How‘ 
SUPPLIED WITH, book with every two JVC 
£C30 CASSETTE video tapes purchased 
BATTERY PACK 


5 : , Meavineanticnid mm WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON VIDEO PRICES 
UNIT : sce 
[—] * JESSOP ACC. PACK We believe this is the best deal on the fabulous 
FREE . BRAVO 3V VIDEO TRIPOD ves gal arpa JVC GR-C11. If you think you can do better- 
10% deposit. ATLANTIC BAG LUNDY . JACTAMETTIAE EE teik40 your oral Jessop manager first 
e..CREDI f 6 months. 


Jessop of Leicester Ltd., Jessop House, Scudamore Road, Leicester LE3 1TZ. *Licensed Credit Broker. Written 
quotations available on request. Offers available for a limited period and subject to availability and status. 
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JESSOP VIDEO 
i. CENTRES 


Jvc - FUJ! - AGFA - SCOTCH 
KODAK - BASF - POLAROID 


E30 E60 E120 E180 E195 E240 
AGFA me Mae, SIG. 2.69 “= - 460 
FUJI 3.09 3.30 3.45 3.70 4.95 
JVC 3.09 3.34 3.35 2.99 5,35 
KODAK — 2.99 3.50 2.99 5.50 
SCOTCH (EG) — 3.00 2.95 3.75 5.25 
POLAROID - — -_ 2,99 3.75 
BASF (EQ) -— -—_ 2.75 3.60 5.15 


Genkeewls £120 £180 E240 Gite) E120 E180 EC30S 
AGFA 3.80 3.99 - JVC 5.95 5.49 5.35 
BASF 4.60 4.95 624 SCOTCH 5.90 695 — 
POLAROID —- 399 — 
SUPER 
MTeismei:y-ve)] E60 E120 
FUuJI 3.94 4.40 
Jvc — 495 
KODAK (XHG) —  — 460 -— — 
SCOTCH (EXG) — 4.26 4.99 6.75 5.26 POLAROID 
= 449 5.49 — 4.99 


E120 E180 E240 prey SUPER 
COMPACT [ilfeial 3 HIGH 
(oy Nats] GRADE PACK GRADE PRO 


3.99 3.99 

5.26 6.24 

— . 6.96 SCOTCH 5.26 -  — = 
JVC 460 12.95 4.20 5.35 

FUJI WOO. > 6 sive ss 


4.20 L125 L250 L500 
AGFA Tape gers 
FUJI 2.50 2.90 3.50 
KODAK 1.99 2.75 
SCOTCH(EG) 3.35 
BASF 7 
POLAROID a 


AGFA C90 AUDIO 
TAPE (worth around 
£1.00) with every 
Agfa E180 Twin Pack 
Only £5.95 


KODAK E180 TRIPLE 
PACK - Including 
‘Moonlighting’ Movie 
£10.99 


E240 EC30 
4.99 
4.60 


E180 
485 — 
449 — 


SUPER XG BASF 


FUJI E180 
7.10 


Fuji 


— 5.85 
4.85 5.50 — 
3.95 — 


E180 £6.95 


JESSOP SPECIAL EFFECTS 
FILTERS FOR THAT 
INDIVIDUAL LOOK 


CENTRE SPOT: Clear, white, 
grey, violet, green, orange, blue, 
red each 3.94 
COLOUR NETS: White, grey, 
violet, green, orange, blue, 

red each 3.94 
GRADIENTS: Lt blue, Dk blue, 
Lt green, Dk green, Lt grey, 

Dk grey, Lt red, Dk red, Lt 
tobacco, Dk tobacco, Lt yellow, 
Dk Yellow, Lt Mauve, Dk Mauve, 
Lt Sunset, Dk Sunset each 3.94 


MULTI-IMAGE: 3,5,7 each 6.95 
DIFFRACTION: 2x, 36x, 4x 
each 6.95 
4x & 8x Diff/Star each 6.95 
PRE- SHAPED FRAMES (10) 
5.95 
SPLIT FIELD/+3 4.95 
FOG EFFECT1&2~— each3.94 
STAR EFFECT: -4,-6, -8, 4.95 
FILTER HOLDER + MANUAL 
2.96 
HOLDER ADAPTOR. 49mm: 
52mm: 55mm: 58mm: 62mm: 
each 1.15 
(Specify adp size when ordering) 
LUXON 
VL100 Portable video light with 
8 amp hour battery pack £84.95 
Jessop NP22 Battery £19.95 


SANYO 
NP22 Battery - Special low price 
only £21.95 


FUJIDES 


8mm VIDEO AT IT’S SIMPLE BEST 


WITH FULL ACCESSORY PACK 
@POWER ZOOM LENS 
@AUTO WHITE BALANCE 
@BACKLIGHT CONTROL 
@ELECTRONIC VIEWFINDER 
WITH PLAYBACK 


WITH TITLE IMPRINTING 


WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON 
FUJIX-8 VIDEO PRICES! 


E 
( 


we : = 3) 


£799:00 


All mail order enquiries only to our SECURITY DELIVERY COMPETITIVE PRICES - HUGE 
Distribution Warehouse: Jessop Main model video STOCKS AVAILABLE IN ALL 
House, Scudamore Rd., Leicester £5.00 JESSOP BRANCHES 
LE3 1TZ Tel 0533 320033 Accessories (post) (Stocks may be limited 
TELEX 347110 FAX 0533 320060 £2.50 Please ring for details). 


FRSA LN Sent EY 

If you can get a better deal 

elsewhere, talk to your local 
Jessop manager first 


L750 
3.70 
3.65 
3.65 
3.75 
3.60 
3.59 


SYSTEM 2000 

vcc360 vcc4aso} KCS-20 
SCOTCH 7.45 
= 7.90 


FN ~-P5-30 P5-60 P5-90 
Kodak 6:50. 8.25 
Scotch 6.35 8.25 
Sony — 
Bauer — 
6.24 7.95 
Polaroid 6.25 7.95 


SCOTCH TWIN PACKS 


Available fro 
mM all 
©ssop Photo Centres 
Or by Mail Order 


SUPER 
alkClamciaeve3 L500 L750 


AGFA - - 
KODAK (HGX) — 4.60 
SCOTCH (EXG) 4.26 4.99 


PRO] L500 L750 
SCOTCH 5.90 6.95 

L500 L750 
SCOTCH 3.50 4.99 
KODAK —- __ 5.95 


9.63 
KCA-20 8.49 
KCA-30 10.55 
KCA-60 14.25 


CLEANERS 
VHS £8.95 
BETA £8.95 


VIDEO TAPES 
POST & 
PACKING 
£1.25 


8.54 


9.95 
9.95 
9.95 
11.50 
8.95 
8.95 


8.75 


E120 £4.26 


CCESSORIES 
S 


JESSOP VIDEO CONVERTERS 


4 element-all alass-fully coated. 
We rejected 90% of all video 
converters tested - this is the one 
to choose! Uses Series 7 adapters 
(extra). 

1.5x Tele (inc case) £49.95 
0.5x Wide angle (inc case)£49.95 


Comp Tele/wide outfit £89.95 
Jessop 0.42X Semi Fisheye 


macro converter £24.96 


ms VIDEO TRIPODS 


PX781 136.85 SX621 88.44 


Victory 460 
32N 47.16 WX851 
BASLE asi-glide 
Fluid effect video head 
Delta V 39.95 Golf V 
Lima V 
VACUUM CUSHIONS: 
Small 9.95 Large 
3002 300W Video light 
3002B 100W 12V Portable 
Video light 


JVC PUBLICATION: 
"Video Know How” only £2.56 
VIDEOLOK 


Protect your video from thieves 
£19.75 


48.30 


55.55 


Available by mail order from Scudamore Road Leicester 


INSTANT CREDIT Due to circumstances 
AVAILABLE 
Licensed credit broker. 
Written quotations ava- 
ilable on request. Typica 
APR 32.3% 


beyond our control all our 

prices are subject to avail- 
\ ability & change without 

prior notice. E & OE 
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The Amstrad 
Televideo TVR 2 


Combined Colour TV 
and Remote Control VCR 


*INSTANT CREDIT 
£40.00 deposit. 


AMSTRAD marie 


THE FAMILY VIDEO CAMERA 
® VHS-C Format 
® Fully Portable 
® Record Only 


: 24 monthly 
one touch payments of £19.74. 
Operation 9 
pa: APR 32.3%. 
Fixed Focus Total credit price 


® Instant Replay j 
on Domestic Video 


"£499.99 


Price includes Battery, Tape, AC Adapter, 
Cassette Adapter to VHS & Soft Carrying Case 


£513.76. 


NEW MODEL TVR3 NOW AVAILABLE 


20“ screen with combined fully programmable video recorder £499.95 


BOSCH GO Video 


VCC826AF Vid 8 Outfit 1360.00 P5-60 8mm Cassette 8.25 
VCC526AF VHS Camcorder P5-90 8mm Cassette 9.95 


* Available Mid September from all Jessop ueeninae Wieee bd ia Pee bared Pack 29.95 
P H amcorder a 

hoto/Video Stores 1155.00 | VXC400 17.00 VXC600 23.49 

VCE412 Video Camera 1499.00 VXC800 54.00 


VED200 Video Editor 378.99 VWR R/Control 12.40 


VTG1000 Character Gen 316.00 ie (—) 
9months * 
in FREE CREDIT 


SONY -VIDEO 8 SAGE 


P530 Tape 6.75 
P590 Tape 9.95 
EVA 300UB Recorder 399.00 

ACP88 Ac Pack 116.96 | CCDV100 £1295.00 
HVL50D/50DA video light 84.30 CCDV200 £1799.95 
LC730 Soft Case 45.95 

NP22 Battery 32.95 

NP4000 Battery Pack 179.95 


SALE 


REMU 


BATTERY BELTS 

BP3/1 MK II Pack & Charger 79.95 
BP3/2 MK II Pack & Charger 119.95 
BP6/1 MK II Pack & Charger 115.00 
Pro 2 Canvas Power Belt 269.00 
Pro C1 Belt & Charger 139.95 
Pro C2 Belt & Charger 189.95 
QC12 Quick Charger 19.95 


S Nn » CV-300 
UJ Pp is INTEGRATED TYPE 
VIDEO LIGHT 


This video light combines the power supply unit & light 
in a single unit. Its sharp monocoque body has excellent 
operability & eliminates the need for a separate power 
supply unit. The illumination period when the integrated 
power section is used is about 20 minutes, & the 
batteries can be recharged in about 8 hours with the 
dedicated charger. = “= 


——— wy, a_i 
The picture quality ai 


CCDV50 £1099.00 
; + FREE 14” SONY Tv* 

RM84 Wire R/Control 47.45 

VCL 1552B Tele-Conv lens 89.95 | CCDV90 £1475.00 

VMC 2424 Ext Cable 44.95 | *Subject to availability offer applies to CCDV50 

DCC16AE Car Batt Cord 4.99 only purchased at price shown. 

DCP80/85 DC Pack 39.95 

EV-S600UB Video 8 Rec 595.00 


MOVIE C-1 


An ultra-compact VHS-C camera/recorder with the 
world's only Multi-Dimensional Autofocus System. 


| ae 


9months 


£1390.00 


abe COMPLETE WITH 


THE EASIEST TO USE VIDEO CAMERA EVER, ACCESSORY KIT 
AT ALL JESSOP PHOTO/VIDEO CENTRES NOW. & SYSTEM CASE 


co 


*O 


of video cameras JESSOP VIDEO CENTRES 

is increasing year by ABERDEEN 31/33 Market Street 0224573 140 | MANCHESTER 11 St. Mary's Gate 061 834 8132 

year & along with BIRMINGHAM 69 Smallibrook Queensway 021 632 6831 MIDDLESBROUGH 7 Newport Road 0642 230707 
Jia Sanit 4 : BOURNEMOUTH 10 Albert Road 0202 296021 | NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 17 Newgate St 091 261 8280 

this a video light is BRIGHTON 125 Queens Road 0273 21493 NORTHAMPTON 1 Abington Square 0604 230490 


BRISTOL 98 Whiteladies Road Clifton 0272 742 914 NORWICH 9 Westlegate 0603 617724 
BRISTOL 8 St. Augustine’s Parade 0272 293978 NOTTINGHAM 32 Market Street 0602 418586 
CAMBRIDGE 38-39 Green Street 0223 323511 OXFORD 63 George Street 0865 790086 
CARDIFF 41 The Hayes 0222 394567 PETERBOROUGH 8 Cowgate 0733 558728 
COVENTRY 21A Cross Cheaping 0203 29528 PLYMOUTH Armada Centre 0752 672287 
CROYDON 12 Norfolk House Wellesley Road 01 686 9565 PLYMOUTH 102 Cornwall Street 0752 669282 


becoming an 
indispensible tool. 


£112.95 


THERE IS NO NEED TO CARRY HEAVY BATTERY PACKS. GLASGOW 167 Hope Street 041 248 2457 READING 7 Duke Street 0734 508755 


DERBY 1 The Spot 0332 290419 =PLYMOUTH 110 Cornwall Street 0752 669282 
DONCASTER 12 Cleveland Street 0302 341323 POOLE 91 Arndale Centre 0202 676289 
EDINBURGH 27 Shandwick Place 031 229 9854 PORTSMOUTH 15 Arundel Street 0705 822831 


GLOUCESTER The Oxbode 0452 300689 SHEFFIELD 21 Market Place 0742 755275 
HANLEY 6 Charles Street East Precinct 0782 286621 SLOUGH 26 Queensmere Centre 0753 693094 
HULL 15 Jameson Street 0482 226956 SOUTHAMPTON 19 East Street 0703 38753 
IPSWICH 51 Buttermarket 0473 210436 SUNDERLAND 57A Faweett Street 091 510 0881 
KINGSTON-ON-THAMES Ceres Court Fife Rd 01 546 5622 SWANSEA 6 Bellevue Way 0792 456332 
LEEDS 51-53 Wade Lane Merrion Centre 0532 430900 TAUNTON 1 St. James Street 0823 272986 
LEICESTER Photo Centre Hinckley Road 0533 530121 WINCHESTER 75 Parchment Street 0962 53982 
LEICESTER 43 Granby Street 0533 556468 WOLVERHAMPTON 10/11 Queen Street 0902 310758 
LIVERPOOL 19/21 Williamson Street 051 709 7887 WORCESTER 30 The Cross 0905 723400 
LONDON 11 Frognal Parade Finchley Rd NW3 01 794 8786 YEOVIL 57 Middle Street 0935 76776 
LONDON 67-69 New Oxford Street WC1 01 240 6077 YORK 2 Piccadilly 0904 645126 
LONDON (City Branch) 121 Cannon StEC4 01626 1021 


Can be installed & removed 
with a single push. 
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The uses for digital video 


Silicon tricks 


Last month Paul Richards explained some of the 
technology behind digital video and its storage in chips. 
This time he looks at the applications — what can digital 


Fig. 1: Noisy analogue picture — a 
good candidate for a digital clean up? 


video do for you? 


aving got one or more fields of 

video into a storage chip, the 

possibilities for processing, en- 
hancement, and effects are enormous. 
In this second part of our feature I'll 
examine these options starting with the 
simplest. 

If we switch the memory bank from 
write to read, and keep reading, we have 
a perfect and virtually noiseless still- 
frame. Unlike an off-tape still, there 
need be no compromise with tracking, 
nor any time limit for display. 

In practice, though, the video heads 
are usually left scanning the tape to 
permit a quick return to normal play- 
back: this cannot go on for too long! 

Off-air pictures can be instantaneously 
frozen, too. 

With one live and one stored field 
simultaneously available we can compare 
the two. Ina still picture, any difference 
between them is noise, so if we isolate 
the ‘difference’ component and subtract 
it from the main signal we'll remove the 


grain and confetti (see Fig. 1) from the 
picture. 

The more fields we integrate in this 
way the greater the cleaning-up effect, 
and this technique may well produce 
incredibly low-lux cameras in the future. 

The snag is that any movement in the 
picture can be interpreted as noise to 
give strange effects on moving images, 
considerable computing power is re- 
quired to distinguish between noise and 
movement, so noise reduction technol- 
ogy involves a trade-off between cost 
and performance; the same applies to 
TV standards convertors. 


T he number of bits in the digital word 
used to describe each pixel dictates 
how many different levels of brightness/ 
colour can be reproduced: 6-bit gives an 
acceptable 64-level picture, 8-bit an ex- 
cellent 256-level standard. 

If we start to ‘knock-out’ the less 
significant bits in each word, the number 
of possible levels falls. At 16, 8 or 4 
levels (4, 3 and 2-bit words) this be- 
comes progressively more noticeable, 
as Fig. 2 shows. 

It’s variously called oil-painting, solari- 
sation or ‘paintbox’ effect. It has very 
little practical use though! 

Another bizarre effect comes from 
reducing the number of picture samples 
taken in both vertical and horizontal 
directions. The reproduced pixels grow 
bigger and fewer, losing progressively 
more detail in a ‘mosaic’ effect. 

Like the ‘solarisation’ feature de- 
scribed above, deliberate degradation of 
a picture for effect is a seldom required 
thing... 

Still on the same effects theme, a 
complete TV field stored in memory 
doesn’t have to be read out in the same 
sequence as it was laid down. 

Read out the memory backwards and 
we'll see a mirror image; gradually re- 
duce the scanning area of the memory 
map and we shall zoom in on one section 
of the picture at will — though we cannot 
extract more detail than was put in 
originally. 
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Fig. 2: Pictures from 4-bit data: 
the ‘solarisation’ effect. 


Fig. 3: Quantel-magic from a 
high-density memory with 
powerful computer control. 


Fig. 4: Sanyo 

were the pioneers 

of television a a 
picture-in-picture : 

in the UK. 


HI-WAY HI-FI LTD. 


TOP BRANDS AT UNBEATABLE BARGAINS 


67 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 
LONDON W1 
01-637 9787/8 


313/315 EDGWARE ROAD 
LONDON W2 


01-402 2441 
01-723 5251 


VIDEO RECORDERS VHS-C CAMCORDERS 


JVC GR-45 
MOVIE PHOTOGRAPH, 


gE 3852 


AMSTRAD 
VCR-4700 (2-speed) es 
VCR-6000 (2-speed, LCD remote) 


8 


gE S895 SOUS BEE H9B0E & 


e0), ieee 
licam HiFi Stereo) 


HITACHI 
79-430 ("1P) 


7480 set Ferguson FCO5 


Hitachi VM-C30 


mr: $00 (iil i Siren} creo 


SS SBBSR SEBBR SSB BBBRR SR BR BEBE 


Panasonic MC-5 (1 only) 
Panasonic MG-10 5. sccstcictadeccascteatecnnasens P.0.A. 


Philips VK-6851C £1099.95 


VHS FULL- SIZE CAMCORDERS 


Panasonic NV-M7 SPECIAL PRICE 
Hitachi VM-500 (Dual Standard) 


Bs 8 
8 8 


B3 33 23: 


>>>>> > >>> 88 88 888 


Ferguson FC-04 
Philips VK-6820 


CAR STEREO — HI-FI 
MULTI SYSTEM -— T.V.’s, VIDEO’s 


pee we wee RY 


Se555 5 555 


Akai VS-35EV Pal/Sec ............0cccccceeee P.0.A. 
JVC HRD-211EM Pal/Sec..............0006 P.0.A. 
JVC HRD-257MS Multi system................ P.0.A. 
National NVG-33 oo... cece eeeeeeeeeees P.0.A. 
National NVG=30  sssivscsscevesscceeneeenied P.0.A. 
National NVG-400EM Multi system.......... P.0.A. 
Hitachi 418 Dual Std switchable ............ £299.00 


Hitachi 428 Dual Std switchable 
Sharp 799 Multi system .................cc0000. 


NOW OPEN — New branch at 287-289 Edgware 
Road W2 
Full range of Loewe, Mitsubishi & 212” Vidicom Screen (ceiling mounted) 
For appointments Ring 01-723 5891 


PRICE PROMISE 
We are the main dealers for the producers advertised. They all carry one or two years’ 
guarantee. backed by manufacturer. If you see it offered cheaper by an authorised dealer, 
within 7 days we would refund the difference. While buying let us know your best quote, 
we will either beat it or match it. 


CAR STEREO — HI-FI — VIDEO ae 


01-723 5251 


ALL SYSTEMS AVAILABLE INCLUDING 
PAL (UK) PAL B/G, SEC BG, SEC D.K. 
FRENCH SEC & N.T.S.C. (3 SPEED) 


MAILORDER &S 


Please supply .... 


POST CODE 
peshitesd HI-FI, a oen EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON W2 


BUDGET SOUND SYSTEM 
242 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 
LONDON W1 

01-636 5974 
01-636 1752 


VIDEO 8 


Sony Pro-100 
Sony Pro-200... 
Sony CC-DV50 .. 


PROFESSIONAL CAMERAS 

Panasonic F=1 0/100 i.sscibscseavessscsvcsesevespentessserernsenays P.0.A. 
Panasonic F-10/150 (New) wits 

PANGS OMIT OR2DD oc. s-csconsscssess caosasgawenatecasisensaten P.0.A. 


EXTRAS 


Kenwood SC-800AV (Remote Control)... 
Sony XV-T500 . 


Arkon Portable Video Light 
Reflecta XM-16 2000W 


, Reflecta XM-12 


Reflecta 300W. 


Video Sender WT-050. 
Video Rewinder 


Pioneer CU-AV100 (Universal R. Control) 
Leda Universal Scart Kit MkIl 
Panasonic VW-CG1 Character Generator for M-7 ..£129.95 


Remu BP3/I 

Remu BP3/J (for JVC 
Remu BP-100... 
Remu BP-25 


— VIDEO CENTRE 


SPECIALIST IN 
WORLDWIDE 
EXPORTS 


Sony KVC27XRUT ere aan P.0.A. 
Sony KV-1602M7 ..esscccsscseeseeeesseeee P.0.A. 
Sony KV-1982M7 ccsessscssseseeessee P.0.A. 


MAIL ORDER 
HOT LINE 
01-402 24414 


MANY MORE MODELS AVAILABLE 


CALL US FOR THE BEST PRICES!!! 
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CAR STEREO — HI-FI — VIDEO CENTRE 


Before you buy anything elsewhere try VIDEO RECORDERS } 


us. All we ask is to be given the CAMCORDERS 
opportunity to beat your best offer. PROFESSIONAL VIDEO 
Contact us last... ACCESSORIES 


IT WILL BE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE TELEVISIONS | 


“WE PROVE IT TIME AND TIME AGAIN” 


| 


THE DISCOUNT VIDEO CENTRE “—-" Sp "> 
TELEPHONE AND MAIL ORDERS } 
: ree hore ’ FILTERS og Fe REMOTE 
Please phone our ‘Direct Sales Lines’ (below) or write (no a =), a. CONTROLS 
4 = ] E 
Colourama Freepost, Northolt UB5 5BR 
Stating the make(s) and model(s) you require, : 
elsewhere. CAMCORDERS ies 
We accept most methods of payment and your LY 
order will normally be despatched the same day. ’ LIGHTING | BRACKETS 


D.P. ADAPTORS * 
stamp needed) to: XT. MICS 
a) LEN 
together with the best offer you have received 
—_ 
al i) 
dys Oe MAINS "if 
LIGHTING 
CASES 


PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME 


Why not take advantage of our Northolt Sales Office and 
Warehouse where we have a huge range of video recorders, 
camcorders, 

professional video, OT Oe CHARACTER 
accessories and NE ARE HER GENERATORS 
televisions etc. g r)) 


We claim one of the largest 
stocks in the U.K. 


HOME PRODUCTION 
SYSTEMS 


Seay SHOULDER _ 
AE cameras qe PRACES . 
\/ TRIPODS | 
3 DOLLIES 
= Js 


OFFICIAL ORDERS: 
Company & Authority 
orders welcome. 

Up to £1,500 instant credit 
available. 


(Written details on request - licenced 
credit brokers) 


~ Multi-Systems for export 
(freight arranged) 


TELECINE — 


ce 
BATTERY 
LIGHTING 
— 5 


VIDEO 
TUNERS 


BATT. 
CAMERA EXTENSION LEADS PACKS T.V. SYSTEMS 


Camcorder hire 
- Trade enquiries 
Used items available 


| Access 
| rN | op ANIE RICAN 
| pres cus f 


4 


HOURS HEAD OFFICE & WAREHOUSE 
wesc $292 32 Church Road, Northolt, Middx. 


Visa | xs comeara city! | WEDNESDAY 9-6.00 S 
01-841 4321 


Finance/Credit Charge 
THURSDAY 9-7.30 {j 
FAX: 01-841 1399 (Sumas) 


SATURDAY SED z 
fi CLOSED ee 
A member of SUNDAY — 10-2.00 


SERVICE CENTRE: cs-70 CHURCH ROAD, NORTHOLT, MIDDX. TEL: 01-841 4466 (3 Lines) 


Silicon tricks 


81 Concentrate readout on one part of 


the memory and its detail contents will 
occupy the whole screen area of the 
monitor. 


A or is this all! Once the picture is in 
number form and computer lan- 
guage, all the tricks of computers and 
calculators can be played on it. 

Numbers can be divided, multiplied, 
added, subtracted and sequenced to give 
the incredible and bizarre geometry and 
colour warps for which the products of 
companies like Quantel (Fig. 3) are so 
famous. 

Pictures can be rolled, spun, 
squeezed and geometrically animated. 

The ‘floating leaf picture so popular 
with TV producers at present is an 
example of this technique. 

The best one I've seen demonstrated 
showed a red Coke can label being 
gradually peeled up from one corner to 
reveal a perfect, flexible and fully-de- 
fined TV test-card on the back. 

For the amateur? One day, 
perhaps. . . 

There are some more practical and 
useful applications of digital video memo- 
nies. If we read into a field store at one 
rate (eg, NTSC 525/60) and read out at a 
different rate (CCIR 625/50), we can 
convert between national TV standards. 

In practice, we need more than one 
field of memory, and some clever soft- 
ware to do this well, especially on 


moving scenes. 

Of more interest to the amateur vi- 
deographer is the use of a field-store to 
provide genlock between any two video 
sources — cameras, videos, computers 
or whatever. 

Write one into a field store and read it 
out again according to the timing pulses 
of the second source and you've made it. 

The first commercial unit of this type 
is now on sale — the Panasonic WJ- 
MX10, which also offers various wipes, 
dissolves and effects. 


T he UK/European TV standard pre- 
sents us with 50 ‘picture flashes’ per 
second, and this is barely adequate to 
suppress flicker, especially in the bright- 
est parts of the picture — the 60-flash 
system used in Japan and the USA is 
much better in this respect. 

Use of digital picture memories per- 
mits a faster field rate and hence the 
elimination of picture flicker. 

Similarly it is possible, given sufficient 
memory capacity and computing power, 
to gain an apparent improvement in 
definition. 

Imagine we drew an extra 625 lines 
between those of the ‘real’ television 
picture: if we filled the extra lines with 
picture information based on a process of 
interpolation between the data in adja- 
cent real lines, the picture would look a 
lot better. 

To justify it, though, we would need 


better picture tubes (or alternative dis- 
play devices) than those we currently 
have. 

For a real idea of the benefits ulti- 
mately available from digital and comput- 
er-processed TV, have a good look at a 
Teletext display. Imagine its freedom 
from grain, rock-steadyness and pin- 
sharpness in a fully detailed ‘real’ 
picture. 

This is the potential of digital TV and 
microchip storage, and it’s probably not 
that far away. 

Certainly the use of digitisation, fast 
microprocessor control and high-capa- 
city digital memory banks seems to point 
the way forward for TV, at all levels 
from the TV studio to the home and the 
camcorder user. 


oS lease don’t think of digital TV and 
picture memory stores purely as 
black boxes from which are conjured 
tricks and effects like a magician fetches 
white rabbits from a hat! 

First-generation consumer digital vid- 
eo hardware offers the réal advantages 
of PIP (Fig. 4) and noise reduction — 
though not in the same package! 

Second and subsequent generations 
will be looking at picture enhancement 
rather than circus tricks — or so I 
believe, anyway. 

We'll keep you posted in WHAT 
VIDEO on the progress of this exciting 
technology O 


UNBEATABLE DEALS 


SAMSUNG 


bbe 6362, Rem 
HITACHI VT430 PIP 
HITACHI VT410 Rem ... 
HITACHI VT150 Rem LP 
HITACHI VT130 Rem ... 
PIONEER VR515 Rem .. 
SHARP VCA100 Rem 
PHILIPS VR6870 ...... 


+ TRIPOD 


WITH THESE 
CAMCORDERS 


SONY CCDV-90 
SONY CCDV-50 


FERGUSON 3V5S ... 
SONY SLV 201 .. 
SONY EVA 300 


eens 


Also available Hitachi Mult tandard Videos (Reconditioned) works anywhere in the world 


m 
a 


Ss 
HITACHI CPT 1476 
HITACHI CPT 1474... 
FERGUSON 16” Rem. 
FERGUSON 16” 


HITACHI CPT 2278, 22” TXT 
HITACHI CPT 2488, 24” STEREO TXT 


RPP a 


HITACHI CPT 2128, 21” FST/TXT/STR 


HITACHI CPT 2188, STEREO TXT/2158 .. 
HITACHI CPT 2888, STEREO TXT/2158 .......0...... ccs 


HITACHI CPT 2568, 25” FST STR/TXT ..... 


except Russia, only £199 


Senne yeay es 


FERGUSON MCO5, 14” TV AC/DC, RGB 
Also available Sony/Pioneer/Ferguson/Philips T/V's 
Some models may be ex-show stock, please ring for further information 


MAIL ORDER THROUGHOUT U.K. CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 
24 HR DELIVERY ANYWHERE IN THE UK ONLY £5 


EXPORT ORDERS 
WELCOME 


0634 573141 
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PANASONIC MC7 
FERGUSON FCO4 


Mail Order throughout U.K. 
£5 next day delivery 


0634 573141 ee 


0.A. 
0.A. 
0.A. 
0.A. 
0.A. 
0.A. 
0.A. 
£749 
0.A. 
0.A. 
.0.A. 
.0.A. 


UU 


At last!!! 
After extensive research into the home video market we have produced the complete computer video titling system! 


Do you want: 


Full-screen, hi-resolution, animated colour graphics with a choice of 2 wedding scenes, birthday/anniversary, christening, 
sport, etc., personalised titles and special effects? 


To scroll or page up to 500 lines of titles, including your own hi-res graphics, and save them to use over and over again? 
True B.N.C. connection (no phono or DIN plugs) and the whole system enclosed in a neat, lockable case (no trailing wires)? 
To be the only owner of such a system in your area and to see your system grow with features of your choice? 
The true personal service that is possible with a limited edition, including helpline and free update? 
All this and more from £199.99 inc. VAT and P&P? 

... Then you need to join the exclusive 501 Club. 


To be exclusive we intend to offer a limited edition of only 501 of these systems throughout the U.K. so don’t delay! Send £3.99 
(refundable) for a demonstration VHS-180 video tape, or write for further details, to: 


The 501 Club 


3 Ploughmans Close, 
Gt. Sutton, S. Wirral L66 2YJ 


DON'T WASTE MONEY ON PACKAGES THAT ONLY DO 
HALF THE JOB. GET THE COMPLETE SYSTEM! 


SO EASY ANYONE CAN USE IT!!! 


VIDEO EDITING EQUIPMENT 


These high quality units will add video effects and superimpose sounds, during editing/ 
copying. They are fully compatible with any combination of VHS, VHSc, Beta, 8mm, and 
U-matic machines, and are ideal for use when editing from camcorders. 


VPC — 1000 vito Faper/aupio mixer VTS — 700 woeo tie store VEC — 2000 wieovaunio errects consOLE 


Fe F ; This unique accessory only for the VEC-2000 
... the VPC-1000 adequately achieves what it SUPERIMPOSES errs and effects over 


sets out to do and gives clean fades . . . a simple, the pi WITHOUT iring ‘GENLOCK’ 
straightforward editing tool."" - WHAT VIDEO aaa eens be aii 


£185 


inc VAT, P&P 
TYPICAL EFFECTS: 


=r @ 26 Wipe and Masking patterns in Black or White. 
Sell | de @ Picture can be faded to Black or White. 
oa ' @ Wipes can be dissolved into picture. 
£79 @ Title source can be a camcorder, camera, = oe se a cdr an sl 
inc VAT. P&P computer, or video tape. - @ Wipes can be done manually to mask out parts of 
inc VAT, P& @ Up to 3 titles can be stored or recalled in ANY the picture. 
@ Reliable Video fades to Black at any speed. - sto be Faded or Wiped 4 Bros clas it pipers sonnets 
@ 2 Channel Audio Mixer, with additional inputs Wes can aged or VViped. : Lgl) syle ra 
for microphone and for boosting low ae @ Titles can be Black or White, Normal or @ Comprehensive 3 Channel Audio Mixer with mi- 
sional Reversed, and the edges can be shaded. be eliad bel ee pate VU meter, master 
e Complete with Mains adaptor. @ Complete with special leads to VEC-2000. as idle aie iach bah 


Our products are designed and manufactured in the UK, and carry a full 1 year guarantee. | 54 for full details or order directly from: 
They are supplied with detailed Instruction Manuals, and supported by our unrivalled after- VIDEO TECH DESIGNS, 

DESIGNS sales service and technical back-up. We can also supply leads and adaptors for most 6 TRELLYN CLOSE, BARMING, 
equipment, so please write or telephone if you need any help or advice. MAIDSTONE, KENT ME16 9EF. 
Callers by appointment only please. TEL: (0622) 29872. 
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Why, oh, why won’t camcorder makers think more 
about ease of use when they design their technological 
marvels. Reg Miles gives them some guidelines 


i 


oe 


\ 


| 
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NY 
\ \\ 


Sony CCD-V200: A rare 
example of the transversely 
mounted viewfinder. 


JVC GR-45: What no 
accessory shoe? 


TECHNO TRAPS 


ne thing that you become 

resigned to when reviewing 

camcorders is the poor de- 
sign; inconvenient controls or uncom- 
fortable handgrips so often mar a good 
performance. 

It doesn’t matter how good the pic- 
ture and sound are if you're driven half- 
crazy using the thing. 

The trouble is they let designers get 
at them, and they have fancy ideas about 
how camcorders should look but no idea 
how to use them. 

The video companies would do every- 
one a great favour if they threw them out 
along with their designs and brought out 
some functional camcorders — parti- 
cularly now that high-band models are 
imminent, with their appeal to the semi- 
pro and industrial users who need conve- 
nience, not style. 

The first thing to go should be the 
trendy black finish — or any dark colour, 
because every schoolboy knows that a 
dark body attracts heat, and heat and 
electronics don’t mix (as in models from 
JVC, Hitachi, Panasonic, Sanyo, etc, 
etc). The instruction manuals always 
point this out in their list of warnings 
regarding the treatment of the cam- 
corder but they still insist on making 
them black. 

A light finish, such as white, light grey 
or silver, could make the difference 
between a narrow escape and the need 
for repair. (The only white camcorder 
was the now discontinued Toshiba SK- 
60; but the Canon VM-E70 and Sony 
CCD-V200 are light-ish grey). 

Even for the majority of people who 
have more sense than to leave their 
camcorder lying in the sun, those few 
degrees difference between a dark and 
light body could conceivably affect the 
working life, particularly if the cam- 
corder is taken regularly to hot climes. 

Having got the body the right colour, 
the next thing is the size and layout of 
the controls. 

Why some companies such as Pana- 
sonic and Sanyo insist on little buttons 
with smooth, slippery surfaces when 
others like Canon, with its VM-E70, can 
find room for ones of adequate size with 
non-slip surfaces beats me. 

However, the majority of camcorders 
do now have the camera controls where 
they can be easily reached rather than 
scattered about (the Fisher being a 
noteable exception). 

The controls for the VCR section 
have usually been kept together; but 
they may not be in a convenient position 
to allow their use whilst the camcorder is 
on the shoulder (as with the Sony CCD- 
V200) or the viewfinder is held near to 
the eye (with the JVC GR-45 and Pana- 
sonic MC-10 hand-held models). 
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O: thing that particularly irritates 
me about camera controls is 
when a manual iris control is included but 
the knob is so shallow as to be almost 
impossible to use — especially in cold 
weather with numb or gloved fingers. 
Offending models here are the Canon 
VM-E2, Sony CCD-V90 and all Hitachis. 
Ifa substantial knob were fitted with a 
nice progressive movement, it would be 
a boon in those situations where just a 


shade more or less exposure was neces- 


sary to bring out shadow or highlight 
detail. 

If companies are worried that a com- 
paratively large knob would be easy to 
catch accidentally then they could make 
it so that it had to be pulled out first; this 
would have the incidental advantage that 
the knob would not need to stick out so 
much in the first place. 

Failing that, they could do as Fergu- 
son have done with its FC04 and have 
plus and minus bars which open or close 
the iris by one step per push. Certainly, 
the generally fitted backlight compensa- 
tion facility is of little use. 

Staying with the lens, there is a new 
trend to enclose it within the body and to 
do away with manual zooming and focus- 
ing. This was initiated by Hitachi and 
copied by Minolta, who have close links. 

I must say that having power, instead 
of manual focusing as an alternative to 
autofocus actually seems to work quite 
well — and is better than an obstructed 
focus ring which so often seems to be 
the case. 

But doing away with manual zooming 
has unfortunate practice consequences. 

If you want to power focus then you 
need the lens on its telephoto setting, 
which means a six-second wait if it 
happens to be at the wide angle end. 

And what if something interesting 
comes into distant shot when you’re on 
wide angle? By the time you’ve zoomed 
in, it could have gone. 

There is also a disadvantage in wide 
angle macro where focusing is done by 
zooming because it’s very difficult to 
stop at just the right point. 


uilding lenses into the body is the 

opposite to what I’d like to see — 
which is interchangeable lenses, with C- 
mount and SLR adapters, but no cam- 
corder has the facility as yet. 

A lot of people do have 35mm SLRs, 
so it would spread the cost of the lenses. 

The extra cost of providing the cam- 
corder with the means for taking them 
would be less of a percentage premium 
on the more expensive high-band mod- 
els, and that is where the facility would 
be most advantageous. 

Naturally, there must be an electronic 
viewfinder to see what is happening 
through any lens. Ideally it should be 
adjustable for both comfortable hand- 
holding and convenient tripod use (unlike 
the Canon E-70, all Sanyo models, and 
the Sony CCD-V90) — and with an 
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eyepiece that can be hinged away for 
direct screen viewing. 

This is becoming something of a rar- 
ity. Personally, I prefer the transversely 
mounted type as found on all VHS 
models, plus the Canon VM-E2 and 
Sony CCD-V200. 

Whether there should also be a colour 
LCD screen as seen on the Sharp VHS- 
C prototype (see Fantastic Futures, 
August) is something that I’m undecided 
about, not having had the opportunity to 
try it. 

It might be that a separate LCD 
screen would be better, as Hitachi now 
offers optionally, for then it could be 
attached to an accessory shoe and ad- 
justed for the best viewing angle. 

But certainly a small, light colour 
monitor would be useful with those 
cameras having red and blue gain 
controls. 


Sox camcorders — JVC models, 
Fisher, Minolta C1 and Panasonic 
MC-10 — don’t have an accessory shoe. 
Yet it is useful for attaching a small video 
light when it isn’t possible to set up 
proper lighting, and to take a good 
microphone on the end of a short boom. 

Some of the supplied microphones are 
quite good, but they must always be a 
compromise and that will be apparent on 
the soundtrack (particularly in the case 
of 8mm models where the recorded 
quality shows up the deficiencies). 

Fortunately, all but the basic equip- 
ment does have a microphone input (or 
inputs in the case of the limited range of 
stereo models). 

But there are a number of camcorders 
that lack a headphone socket for moni- 
toring (the Canon VM-E70, Panasonic 
M7 and Sony CCD-V30 spring to mind); 
this is a serious omission because it’s the 
only way you can be sure what’s going 
onto the tape. 

Another omission on some models 
like the Canon VM-E70 and Sony CCD- 
V30/V50 is a tape counter, leaving you 


with no means of finding your way 
quickly around tapes. 

And, finally, whatever became of the 
neg-pos facility that enabled you to copy 
film negatives as positives? 

Was it just a gimmick that companies 
have now tired of or did they find that 
there was little demand for it? 

As it has disappeared completely, I 
think we should be told. 

I would also be interested to hear 
whether anyone of any note takes the 
slightest bit of interest in this piece. I 
guess I shall only know if manufacturers 
suddenly start launching white cam- 
corders with large knobs and _inter- 
changeable lenses O 


Minolta C1E: A 


dubious new trend is 
to enclose the lens: 


Canon VM-E70: Light 


and bright but 
where’s the tape 
counter? 


MPS ARE THE NORTHS LEADING 
JVC DEALER 

The Full Range of JVC Camcorders 
including all Accs. stocked. We also 
offer extremely keen prices, if 
you’re looking for a good deal on 
JVC recorders, camcorders, TV’s 
and Accessories. 

CONTACT MPS FOR ACTION — 
CAMCORDERS 


GRC45 (NEW) Now in Stock Phone 
GRC7 inc. all access. £929 (SALE) 
GRC9 inc. £529 
GRC11 inc. £569 


ACCESSORIES FOR 
CAMERAS & CAMCORDERS 


CGP50 Character Gen. £89.95 
Soft Case for Camcorders £39.95 
Battery 2 hour £49.95 
Battery 1 hour £39.95 
Battery 45mins £29.95 
MZ320 Directional Mic. for all Cameras 
£49.95 
Camcorder to 10 pin lead £24.95 
Tele and Wide Converter each £59.95 
Compact VHS Cassette Adapt. £29.95 
Wired Remote £9.95 
TL37 Mic. Boom £16.95 
TAPS55U Telecine Unit £79.95 
AC Adapter & Batt. Charger £109.95 
Car Cord £49.95 
Car Charger & Power Supply £69.95 


JXC7 VIDEO CORRECTOR 
AND ENHANCER ASK FOR A 
DEMO £234.95 


MANY ACCESSORIES LISTED SUITABLE 
FOR JVC CLONES 
PHONE FOR DETAILS 


SPECIAL 


Character Generator GXN7/8 £99.95 
Case GXN7/8 £39.95 
Lens Mounts Adaptors £39.95 


JVC RECORDERS 


HRD-530EK Digital Stereo 
HRD-400EK Hi Fi 
HRD-330EK 4 Head 
HRD-230EK Long Play Remote Program 
HRD-320EK Budget Beater 
Phone For Very Best Prices 


DISCONTINUED ACCESORIES 


HRS10, HRC3 Ferguson Portables Car Cord 


£29.95 
BB3EK Battery Charger £29.95 
NPE4U 30 min. Battery £49.95 
ACPS3EK AC Adapter £59.95 
Remote for HRC3 £8.95 
Case for HRC3 £9.95 
Rec. Case to fit HRS10 £39.95 
JVC MONITORS 
6 inch Portable TV & Monitor 12 volt or mains 
ONLY £299.95 


20 inch TV Monitor, Full Remote £339 


VIDEO REPAIRS 


Having problems, MPS are 
Authorised Repair Agents for 
All Major Manufacturers, JVC, 
SONY, FERGUSON, CANON 
etc. Contact us for advice and 
a free estimate, insurance 
claims handled. Collection 
and Delivery Arranged. 


Tel: 091 261 8166 


AND SAY GOODBYE 
TO YOUR PROBLEMS 


DISCOUNT TAPE PRICES 


HTC HQ BRAND TAPE 
10 Packs 


E180 £26.45 E120 £22.48 
E60 £21.82 E30 £18.90 


FUJI OR JVC DUPE TAPE 
Boxes of 10 


E30 £19.60 E60 £22.80 E90 £24.60 E105 £26.50 
E120 £27.40 E135 £28.80 E150 £31.10 E180 £33.10 


NEW LOWER PRICES ON VIDEO TAPE 
MPS OFFER THE LOWEST PRICES ON QUANTITY VIDEO TAPE 
SAME DAY DESPATCH WHERE POSSIBLE — PHONE UP & STOCK UP 


STANDARD 


Standard Each 10 Plus Each 10 Plus Each 10 Plus 

E30 2.68 2.55 2.77 2.64 2.83 2.70 

E60 2.77 2.65 2.90 2.77 3.09 2.96 

E120 2.81 2.69 3.17 3.02 3.27 3.13 

E180 2.90 2.77 3.19 2.99 3.33 3.18 

E240 3.79 3.63 4.09 3,90 4.50 4.31 

Super HG EXTRA HIGH GRADE 

E30 3.02 2.90 3.41 3.24 

E60 3.39 3.25 3.68 3.51 

E120 3.45 3.30 4.09 3.90 4.56 5.34 

E180 3.58 3.37 4.62 4.42 4.89 4.66 

E240 441 4.22 5.66 5.39 6.26 5.98 

Hi Fi HG Hi Fl SOUND HIGH GRADE TAPE 

E120 SHG 3.96 3.79 3.94 3.75 

E180 4.06 3.88 4.44 4.23 5.29 5.03 

Pro Grade FUJI MASTER JVC PRO SONY PRO X 

E30 4.28 4.09 4.71 4.48 

E60 5.76 5.49 

E120 5.27 5.04 5.95 5.66 

E180 6.20 5.93 6.55 6.24 6.46 6.15 
ASK ABOUT SPECIALS ON VARIOUS NON-STOCK LINES £500 PRO X 

E.G. HIGH GRADE E180 @ £2.99 WHILE STOCKS LAST £5.15 in 10's 
8mm HEAD CLEANER £9.95 £5.49 each 

8mm UJI ROCK BOTTOM PRICES ON 8mm TAPE SONY 

P5.15 FUJI METAL PARTICL 2.99 2.99 

P5.30 4.95 4.69 5.13 4.88 

P5.60 5.76 5.51 6.85 6.52 

P5.90 7.02 6.72 7.99 7.45 

VHS-C EACH 10+ TO ORDER TAPE TEL 091 261 8166 

High Grade 4.13 3.75 Access/Bcard Orders Welcome All Prices. Schools, Colleges 

Super HG 4.60 4.18 etc. Order No Leal Marae P&P on All Orders 

Pro Gr. r 10 Tapes £2.50 30 Tapes £4. 

3 re : ss aa 20 Tapes £3.50 40 Tapes plus £5.00 per order 

BULK ORDERS = EXTRA DISCOUNTS 


SSIONAL 


MPS PROFESSI 
MPS PROFESSIONAL 


NEW DIGITAL V50 Digital Phone 
CCD V100E Video 8 Pro (inc. SPECIAL 
Accessories and Case) DEAL PHONE 
V90 Pro Phone 
New V30 Handycam Phone 
EV A300UB AFM Hi-Fi Sound £299.95 
EV S800UB PCM 6-ch Stereo Phone 


VIDEO 8 TUNER TIMER 
EDITORIAL DIGITAL PROCESSOR 


PCM EV10UB PCM Digital £179.95 
Processor for EV AS000UB 

RME 100 Video Editor £159.95 
System Tray for Tuner £34.95 
XVT 500 Phone for 

XVC 700 Prices & 

XVC 600 Details 


SONY TVS — ALL MODELS AVAILABLE AT 
DISCOUNT PRICES. 
NEW XRTU NOW IN STOCK. 


MISC. ACCS. 


RF U87 RF Adapter £49.95 
MBUB System Tray £34.95 
SONY Fi ACCS Some avail. PHONE 
LC370 System Case £39.00 


BETAMAX VIDEO RECORDERS 


SL F30UB £319.95 
Wide-Conversion Lens. Sony £99.95 
Tele-Conversion Lens. Sony £99.95 
MPS Tele £59.95 
MPS Wide £59.95 
Both Lenses £99,95 
PROFEEL 
PHONE FOR DEAL ON 
NEW PROFEEL SYSTEM 
NEW VHS RECORDER 


SLV 201 PHO! 


MPS FOR LOW PRIC 


NEW FROM PANASONIC 
NVM10 CAMCORDER 
SPECIAL PRICE 
£1169 
ALSO IN STOCK 
NEW PANASONIC M7 
Phone For Best Price 


IN STOCK PHONE 
ABOVE COMPLETE WITH ALL ACCS. 


F10 CAMERA FROM MPS 


F10 200 8x Auto Focus Phone 
F200 Camera 12x Zoom 

Genlock Facility Phone 
NV180 Portable VHS with Case —- Phone 
AC Adapter/Charger £79.95 
WVB 30 Batt. £34.95 
Batt. for NV100/Canon VR10 

Edit Controller 2x NV180/NV100/ 

Olympus 101 £129.95 
Car Cord NV180 & 100 £19.95 
Battery for NV100 £39.95 
AGG400 HI-Fl PORTABLE Phone 
Case for AG6400 £69.95 
Main Unit & Batt. Charger £199.95 
Batts. £36.00 


VIDEO KNOW-HOW 


REMOTE CONTROLLERS 
RM84 Wired Remote Controller 
RMT E1S Transmitter Controller 
HVR 200 Pan Tilter 

New Wireless RM151K 
OTHER PLEASE PHONE 


£59.95 
£29.95 
£269.95 

£79.95 


VIDEO LIGHTS ATTACHMENTS 
HVL S50D/50D Video Light 
VCT 35L Video Light Attachment 


MICROPHONES 


ECM K100 Electret Condenser £39.95 
SAD 100 External Microphone 

Shoe £19.95 
Sony Tie Clip Mic £44.95 
ECM K120 3 Way £74.95 
ACP 88 Multi Voltage AC Pack 

Battery Change 100v-240v £129.95 
DCC 16AE Car Battery Cord £9.95 
DCP 80 DC Adapter £39.95 
ACVB Incl. NP22 Battery £189.95 
BP 400 Batt Belt £219.95 
NP22 Batt VB & Pro 8 — Fuji £29.95 
NP1 Batt F1 etc. £39.95 
NP11 Batt Betamovie £29.95 
Pro 8 MPS Belt Direct Fit £79.95 
BCA 80/85 Charger £49.95 
NP4000 Batt. Pack V8 £119.95 
HVL10D £36.95 
MPS Portable Lighting Kit Batt 

Charger 100 watt lamp £69.95 
LCV 87 Cam. Jacket Pro 8 £54.95 
LCV 803/813 Hard Carrying Case £98.95 
LCV 805 Hard Carrying Case £99.95 
LCV 812 Hard Carrying Case £99.95 
LCM 8 Soft Case £49.95 
LCC 8 Soft Case £39.95 
LC 730/790 Soft Case £49.95 
LCV 85 Camera Jacket 34.95 
VF150 Close Up Kit for V8 29.95 
MPS Tele/Wide £59.95 
VF 52M Lens Filter Kit £24.95 
VE 100T Lens Filter/Tilter Kit £79.95 
VF 200K Video Filter Kit £74.95 
VCT 80 Brace £29.95 


MPS SPECIAL FOR SONY 

New from MPS the Sony Belt fits all Sony 
8mm Plus clones give up to 5 hrs recording 
time. Only £79.95. 


ES ON PANASONIC 


CAMCORDER ACCESSORIES 
Car Cord M5/M1/M3 £14.95 
Batt. M5 £36.00 
Batt. MCM5 £29.95 
Soft Cases From £39.95 


Tele/Wide Converter From £49.95 
Battery for M3/M1 (2 hrs.) £49.95 
MAIN VIDEOS 

NVG 12B £349.95 
NVG 40 PHONE 
NVG 18B £429.95 
NVG 65B £515.00 
NVG 25 £449.95 
TV MONITORS 


PANASONIC MONITORS 
Ring for Details and Prices 


PANASONIC INDUSTRIAL Inc. 
VAT 


AG6500 Editing VHS Phone 
OTHERS PLEASE ENQUIRE 
PHONE A QUOTE ON SYSTEMS 


NEW FROM PANASONIC 
NVMC10 CAMCORDER 


- FLYING ERASE HEAD, HIGH 
SPEED SHU“ TER, CHARACTER 
GENERATOR SUPPLIED 


PHONE FOR KNOCKOUT PRICE 


88 
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FROM MPS 


Canon 


Canon VAI o£ 7 (0) 


8mm VIDEO CAMERA & RECORDER 


NEW CANON E70 
1/1000th second shutter speed, very low 7 Lux, auto 
focus, self timer and interval timer, shift, 6x power 
zoom. 
NOW IN STOCK 

PHONE MPS FOR A GOOD DEAL — we've been 
Canon dealers for nearly 20 years and we're the 

world’s best tryers. 
Canon E70 Kit, Camera, Battery Pack, Charge 
Coupler, Wrist Strap, Power Adaptor, RF Unit, P530 


pe. 
FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES IN STOCK 
Also available limited quantities of VME2. 


ACCESSORIES FOR VME2 
CBE2 Car Adpt & Charger 

BPE22 90Min Batt 

CUE2 4 Metre Remote Control 

EUF Arm Il Left Eye Viewfinder Atch. 
SCE2 Soft Case 

MPS Soft Case 


8mm CAMCORDER ACCS. GENERAL 
TC 46 Tele 1.4x £49.95 
MPS Tele 1.5x £59.95 
Multi Convertor, Wide Tele & Close-up £69.95 
WC46 Wide 0.7x £39.9: 
Filter Set 46 

Filter Set 46U 

CGE1 10 Page Character Generator 

DM200 Microphone Directional 

JVC Equiv 

MM100 Mixing Mic 

SBE1 Shoulder Brace 

CPE3 Chest Pod 

MB100 Mic Boom 


BP32E Battery 

Tele & Wide 

Video Editor VR101 or VR30 etc. 
DP10 Film Transfer Atch. £49.95 


FUJICA P600 DIGITAL 
CAMCORDER 
PHONE FOR DETAILS ON 
THIS SUPERB NEW PACKAGE 
OUTSTANDING VALUE! 
SPECIAL PRICE! 


THE BIGGEST NEWS 
IN 8mm VIDEO... 


each from £59.95 
£169.95 


Fuji P600 AF — the excellent new 
camcorder from Fuji. 


PHONE FOR BEST PRICE. 


MPS SPECIALS & BARGAINS 


Car Cord for NV100/NV200 Olympus 
& Canon VR10 Rec: 

JVC BBP3EK Batt. Charger for HRC3 
& HRS10 1 hour £29.95 
DP10 film transfer unit for all cameras, 
transfers slides and negs to video 

Profeel Tuner 

Orion Portable VHS 

Ferguson 3C02 Autofocus New 


WITH NO 
HIDDEN CATCHES 


FERGUSON 


SPECIAL PRICE  FC05 


Extensive features on this new VHS-C 
record/playback camcorder. 4 variable 
shutter speeds, flying erase heads, 2 
speed 200m lens. Only 1.3Kg. 


VIDEO RECORDERS/ 
CAMCORDERS 
SALE PRICES ON 
FERGUSON VIDEOS 


FV10B, 
FV11R, FV12, FV13, FV14 
FC04 Camcorder 
FCO5 VHS Camcorder 
FCO6 VHS Camcorder, Record 
Only 


PHONE FOR KNOCKOUT PRICES 


MPS ARE DISTRIBUTORS 
FOR FERGUSON ACCESSORIES 
MODEL 
NUMBER ITEM DESCRIPTION 
VA213 Camera Support 3V20 3V20A 
Rechargeable Battery 3V24 
Camera Lamp 1KW 
Camera Case 3V20 
Protective Case 3V24 
Boom Microphone 
ipod Dol 
UHF to BNC Adaptor Plug 
BNC to BNC Video Connecting Cable 
Car Battery Cable (Neg) 3V24 
5 Pin DIN/Twin 3.5mm Jack Cable 
Remote/Pause Switch 
Pin DIN to DIN Reversed Cable 
amera AC Power Adaptor 3V20 
3V34 3002 
3V20/34 10 Metre Extension Cable 
Wired Remote Control Unit 3V29/ 


Stereo Microphone, Twin 6mm Jack 


lugs 
Mini Headphones/6.2mm Plug 
Active Filter Set (all cameras} 
Recorder Remote Control 3V40 
Standard Battery (max 30 mins) 
3V33/40 3 
a Power Adaptor 3V33/40 3V46/52 
3C01 


Battery Charger 3V33/40 3V46/52 
Car Battery Adaptor 3V33/40 3V46/52 


3C01 

VHS-C Cassette Adaptor Motorised 
Audio/Video Cable 3V33/40 

Camera Remote Control 3V33/3V40 
Camera Case 3V33/3V40 

Shoulder Strap 3V34/3V40 

Twin Phono to Phono Cable 

5 Pin/4 Phono Record Play Cable 
Shoulder Assembly 3V40 

Shoulder Assembly Case 3V40 
Shoulder Frame and Strap 3V41 
Audio/Video Cable 3V41 3V50 3C01 


3C03 
Standard Battery (max 30 mins) 3V41 
Lt Gap Battery (max 45) 3V41 3V50 


Car Battery Adaptor 3V41/50 
Bs Extension Cable 3V41/50 3C01 


03 
Character Generator 3V41/50, 3C01, 
3002, 3C 
3V41 Protective Soft Case 
Super Directional Microphone 
Audio Dub Adaptor (5 Pin/4 Phono) 
3V46 Protective Case 
1: Hour Battery 3V50 
Shoulder Strap 3V50 
Adaptor/Charger 3V41 and 3V50 
90 Min Battery 3C01 and 3V46/3V52 


{only} 

houlder Strap 3C02 

Soft Case 3002 

Battery Charger 3001, 3V46/3V52 
Shoulder Strap 3C01 

Car Batt Adaptor/Charger 3C03/3V50 
Mono Microphone 3.5mm & 6mm 


Jacks 
2 Hour Battery 3C03/3V50 
Shoulder Strap 3003 
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TALK TO THE PEOPLE THE 
PROFESSIONALS TALK TO 


LATEST OFFERS FROM MPS 


JVC GRC11 
EXCELLENT VALUE AT £569 


JVC GRC7 CAMCORDER 


Voted Camcorder of the Year 
Full Kit 


SMALL QUANTITY — £899 


JVC GR45 CAMCORDER 


EXCELLENT NEW OFFERING 
FROM JVC 
PHONE FOR BEST PRICE 


GIB 
ae | 


SANYO VHR500E 
REVOLUTIONARY 
PICTURE IN PICTURE 
VIDEO FROM SANYO 
SPECIAL PRICE 
(Full range of Sanyo accessories in stock) 


SONY RME100 EDITOR 


oe 


~~ $169.95 


SANYO VMDI CAMCORDER 


WHAT VIDEO’S 
Camcorder of the Year 
PHONE MPS FOR 
KNOCKDOWN PRICE 


FERGUSON MINI COLOUR T 
Ferguson’s New 2.6” LCD Colour 
Monitor Now in Stock 


Phone For Best Price 


KRAMER ENHANCERS 


New range of enhancers 
Superb quality and value 


POA 


SONY V90 HANDYCAM 
Very Special Price 
on this excellent new 
camcorder from Sony 


Available very soon: 
SONY V200 PROFESSIONAL 


TELECINE ADAPTOR 


NEW FROM MPS 
Suitable for transfer of 
8mm/16mm film formats 
SPECIAL OFFER £29.95 


PANASONIC M7 


NEW FULL SIZE 
VHS CAMCORDER 
Flying Erase Heads 
High Speed Shutters 
PHONE FOR BEST PRICE 
PANASONIC NWM10 
SPECIAL PRICE £1169 


MINOLTA 8 8100E 


New very light 8mm 
PHONE 


VIVANCO 


VCR 3044 AUDIO VIDEO 
PROCESSOR 
— Many Excellent Facilities — 
PHO 


Also available: VCR1044, VCR2044 
All other Vivanco products available 


THE MPS PHILOSOPHY 


In common with all dealers MPS try to offer the very best possible deals 
on the best in video equipment currently available. Judging by our 
current levels of sales we think we have got it right. 

THE BEST PRICES, NO GIMMICKS, NO GIVEAWAYS coupled with 
GENUINE ADVICE and UNRIVALLED STOCKS of system accessories. 


Not common with other dealers MPS have nearly 40 years experience in 
HRD 2650 rec. selling upmarket photographic equipment, and now of course, TOP 

QUALITY VIDEO EQUIPMENT. So if you want a good deal phone MPS — 
STOCKS CONSTANTLY CHANGING PHONE.OR WRITE WE ARE THE WORLD'S BEST TRYERS! 


IMPS Professional 


PHOTOGRAPHIC & VIDEO SALES & HIRE 
Image House, 17 Carliol Square 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
Tel: 091 261 8166 


Special MPS Car Cords for JVC 


MAIL ORDER A SPECIALITY 
We take a pride in our fast turnround. Most items in 
stock will be despatched within 24 hours. Items out of 
stock - customers have the option of refund 
Securicor deliver any size parcel for only £6.95 - small 
items by post £2.50 p&p. Orders from Schools 
Colleges, Government Depts. & Companies welcome. 
Access & B/Card tel orders welcome. All prices 
inclusive VAT. 


FINANCE 
Finance can be arranged. Callers with Access or 
Barclaycard can take advantage of our instant 
credit scheme. Mail Order customers (send 10% 
deposit) with your requirements and we will do 
the rest. (Subject to approval by Tricity Lombard.) 
Non acceptable customers full refund. 
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THE MPS VIDEO ACCESSORIES PAGE 


TALK TO THE PEOPLE THE 
PROFESSIONALS TALK TO 


FOR THE BEST DEALS AROUND ON VIDEO ACCESSORIES MPS HAVE THE ANSWER 


TRIPODS 


AES, 


To make sense of your Video-Photography you need a Fluid Head 
Tripod. MPS have a selection for all your requirements. Contact 
THE EXPERTS. 

Would you like a Pro Video Fluid Tripod at a price you can afford. 
We've got one, in fact several. 


MANFROTTO OF ITALY 
Probably the worlds. largest Tripod Factory 
only make Professional Tripods 
MANFROTTO (heads only) 

MN136 Fluid Junior Head as illust. ..........0....ccseeee 
MN200 Lightweight Fluid Head... 
MN128 Mini Video Head ............ 
MN116 Super Pro-Head 


NM190 Mini-Pro....... secieeuadvanosseaeess 
MN132 Heavy Movie ............00.ccccccce 

Many more to choose from. 

For advice phone MPS for a chat or send for leaflet. 


SLIK TRIPODS ALSO STOCKED 


( sb a from the worlds leading manufacturer as made for 
leading Video Camera makers, e.g. Panasonic, Sony, JVC, 
Olympus etc. These lenses are unsurpassed for quality. Don't 
waste your time on inferior products. 


2x TELE (new 


New from Kenko 2x Tele convertor, offering an 
astounding 100% multiplication of your zoom. This 
remarkable piece of equipment doubles your 
zoom, no _ loss or quality drop. Truly amazing, 
fits all smaller type cameras and virtually all 
Camcorders. 
daseasssiuatece secssseeesssseesss 09.95 (P&P £2.50) 


4x TELE (new product 


Never before possible, multiplys your max 
telephoto setting by an incredible 4x. Ideal for "aoe eno 
Naturalists, Sports, Private Investigation, 


Survaillance, and of course Peeping Tomis! A must 
for anyone with Long Lens Application. 

ie vssssee £129.95 (P&P £2.50) 
(NB for serious tele work only). 


TELE X1.5 


Gives 50% more lens power without any quality 
loss. Ideal for general purpose work. Many 
hundreds sold, excellent value for money. 
For Camcorders and smaller type Cameras 
_— sesssseeesssastesesees £50,99 (P&P £2.50) 
For larger type Cameras up to 58mm £69.95 (P& £2.50) 
(NB both allow zoom throughout your lens range). 


WIDE 0.7 AND 0.6 


Two wide convertors owing. useful increase over 

wide end of your zoom, while still allowing you to 

zoom in and out. 

0.7 gives approx. 30% more and fits Cameras up 

to 52mm, and all Camcorders £59.95 (P&P £2.50) 

0.6 fits all Cameras and Camcorders and give 40% 

overall. Suitable for all Cameras up to 58mm .. £69.95 (P&P £2.50) 


TELE & WIDE KITS 


Tele 1.5 and wide 0.7. oo... 
Tele 1.5 large and Wide 0.6 ...........c.ccccscsee: 
All lens can be mixed to get extra discount. 
(P&P all order £2.50) 


ROWIDE 


The ate wide angle. Up to three times your 
field of view, using Macro position on lens. Depth 
of focus is so great that focusing is no longer ¢ 
required. Give optically flat field, but can be used \ 
for special effects due to depth of focus, e.g. 2 
inches to infinity ssc... £259.95 (P& 

(NB does not allow zooming while fitted). 

or only £49.95 if ordered with any other lenses. 


Video dealers please note MPS require 
Stockists for their convertors, for details 
please write 


MPS~ PPOFESSIONal 


PHOTOGRAPHIC & VIDEO SALES & HIRE 
Image House, 17 Carliol Square 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
Tel: 091 261 8166 
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VIDEO BAGS & CASES 
MPS CAMERA CASE 


As above ‘but larger, suitable for ney bigger type Cameras and 
Camcorders, e.g. JVC GXN70, Sony Pro 8, Panasonic F10 100 on 
MVM5 Camcorders and many more ly £49.95 


MPS CAMCORDER CASE 


A universal case of very high quality, 
with adjustable compartment to 
accommodate virtually all: Medium size, 
Grey in colour, high omg Cordura, 
with many spare pockets for accs. 
Absolutely impeccable quality. Very 
unobtrusive only £39.95 


MPS BATTERY PACKS 
AND BELTS 
INTRODUCTION ; 
MPS belts and packs are made by one of the UKs leadin: 
manufacturers, chosen by us for there quality and reliability, plus 
simplicity or use. All packs and cells are top quality. Guaranteed 
belts are hand made from the best quality Cordura Nylon with 
double stitching and Velcro fasteners. Belt straps are unbreakable 
nylon webbing, fully adjustable with quick-fit snap buckles. Packs 
have webbing straps with comfortable shoulder pad. 
MPS offer unconditional 2 year warranty on all packs and belts. All 
belts and packs come complete with charger. 
Simple attachment. by DC lead or Car Cord, consult with MPS. 
OUR PRICES we believe are the BEST in the Country. 


6.5AMP SLA PACK 


Star value, many hundreds sold all over 
UK. This standard shoulder pack gives 
years of trouble free use. Unbeatable 
value for money. Can give up to 41% 


hours of recording 
sesseSuseqsceouesdnsetsanesaeens 1 OO (PEP £2.58) 


13AMP BLASTER PACK 


Bags of power from this dual outlet 
monster pack. Ideal for the serious 
Videographer needing plenty of power on 


a limited budget 
sesssngeseesssesessseeqesssseess £09.95 (P&P £3.00) 


AMP SLA BELT 
Star value belt 4 x SLA cells, giving up.to 4% hours ey 
Our biggest Seller ............ccciccsecccccsetecsseseeeesssse£99,95 (P&P £2.50) 


4AMP NICAD BELT 


New from MPS. The Sony Camcorder belt comes with direct fit 
battery. Shape for all Sony Camcorders CCDV8, CCOU100 pro, 
CCOV30, and all Sony equipment using NP22 type batteries, using 
Nicad cells: Its very lit and gives up to 5 hours ee 

Excellent value ..... £79.95 (P&P £2.50) 


JVC CAMCORDER 


Direct fit to | JVC Camcorder. Also fits Ferguson, Philips, Akai, 
Telefunken, ITT and many others. Gives up to four hours 
recording time only £68.95 (P&P £2.50) 


8AMP NIC 


This belt has two outlets, so you can run lights/monitors etc.,; at 

the same time as main equipment. ‘Being of the Nicad variety, it is 
still light enough to be comfortable. £ per amp ee] ga value for 
MONGY. <ecsasavreceisrvess .£129.95 (P&P £2.50) 


| 7AMP NICAD PROFESSIONAL _ | 


The ProBelt in our range uses special grade cells built to take the 
jounding of professional use, these cells are normally found in 
Its costing two or three time this much. If you need a quality 
belt, it's got to be the 7 Amp Pro 
leiene cesssutessaseeessses £129.95 (P&P £2.50) 


Y LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 


MPS offer a range of Lighting Equipment to suit all requirements, 
chosen by us for quality features and value for money. Large 
quantity of all units have already been sold, with many satisfied 
customers. 


PORTABLE LIGHTS 
MPS MINILIGHT 


Ultra yt simple attachment to 
Camera Shoe, srnall enough to slip into 
your pocket when not required. 1 
watts of light for 30-40 minutes when 
used with 6.5 belt or pack 

only £29.95 (spare bulb £3.95 

watt bulb £3.95 

(NB. Not suitable for more than 10 minutes continuous use, due 
to heat factor). 


N.B All belts and pack are simply connected by 
means of a DC lead or car cord (except 
camcorder type). If you don't already have a 
cord, consult with MPS, most types are in stock 
at reasonable prices! 


MPS SUPALIGHT 
A compact.12 volt top or side mount 
light with focus and 4 Barn Doors. 
Excellent quality. 100 watts output. 
Rated for continuous use, while battery 
power available. Rugged design give 
years of reliable use. s 
only £59.95 (spare bulb £3.95) (50 or 100 watt.) 


MPS PORTABLE LIGHTING KITS 
Minilight Plus 6.5 Shoulder Pack, including Charger. 
With 6 Amp Bett ......... 
As above with Supalight ADD ........ 
Other kits to order please enquire. 


PORTABLE MAINS LIGHTS 


300 WATT MAINS 
Feature as per Supalight but with powerful 300 watt output, very 
compact and portable sss. £49.95, (Spare Bulbs £9.95) 


1000 WATT MAINS 


Silent, blower cooled, budget aw Made in Germany by Flecta 
Lighting Co. Offers exceptional value @ £39.95. 


UNOMAT Lx901 GxPRO 
Packed with features: Superb quality, 4 barn doors, blower 
cooled, focusing beam, half.power economy switch, side grip 
supplied, bounce grip and head. Very affordable @ £64.95 
(spare bulbs £9.95) 


FLECTA 5002 PRO 
The super compact Pro light. New from Flecta. Rugged 
construction with 1000 watt output, yet remarkable in size. Silent 
blower, 2 and full-power, Focusing Beam 4 barn doors. Total 
ee). in a very portable Mains Unit... only £69.95 (spare bulbs 


PRO LIGHTING OUTFIT 
Features two Flecta 5002 Pro Head: Two 
compact stands, two white brollys and 
attachments, complate with stylish alloy 


transport case. 
lly inclusive price £299.95 (including two spare bulbs) 


(NB. Due to size brolly do not fit inside case) 


LIGHTING ACCESSORIES 


Ball and Socket Head. ~— 
GERMAN MADE, SUPERB QUALITY 


ALLOY CASES 
VIDEO KIT CASES 


Throw about ultimate protection. Suitable for transporting 
valueable Video equipment. Shoulder strap, Foam inserts to 
customize to your own requirements, lock-up Catches ani Keys. 
Large 21%"«17%%4"x8" ...... sdsovserszensedt ee 
Mediuin 20%" 15"x714" .. 

Small 18"x 134%" x6"....... 


VIDEO PRODUCTION AIDS 


VPC1000 PRODUCTION CONSOLE 
British made. Give Audio and Video | t : 
fades. Black to White Two Channel 

Audio mixing. Complete with Mains 

Adapter. Many other features. Send for YER. ' 
leaflet... ccceesee £79.00 (incl. del.) ' j 


KEN MULTI ENHANCER 


Basic Enhancer with Sharpness Control 

and Video Signal Level Control. Made in 

Japan. Outstandin 

JVC VIDEO CORRECTOR JXC7 
New from JVC. This excellent piece of equipment. Give total 


request ............... 
control over colour hue, contrast sharpness, with detailer feature 
and much more. Special price from MPS wis £234. 


MICROPHONES 
MPS TOPMIC 


Fits virtually all Cameras. By Universal Shoe Fitting, Directional 
Switch sensitivity. Condenser type supplied with wind sock and 
fitted case. Banish unwanted Video noise .......... only £29.95 


SONY HANDMIC 


Ideal for Reportace Commentaries, sound dubbing etc. A quality 
Hand Mic with directional characteristics. Very affordable at £24.95 


MPS ORDERLINE - Tel: 091-261 8166 


Every day MPS send dozens of orders all over the UK and overseas, fully insured, by Mail Order or 

Securicor. Where possible orders are sent out same day — All products 

ee ee we onal in 7 days. So order with confidence from MPS. Access & 
laycard orders welcome. Official orders welcome. Securicor - 6.95. Datapost 14.90. Post 2-5. 


MPS The Best in Photography for over 35 Years 


by MPS are covered by our 


Dog eats PAL 


A FEW months ago I filmed a wedding 
with my 8mm Canon camcorder and all 
went well — until I got home. 

I played the tape through the TV, was 
pleased with the result, and took the 
cassette out of the camcorder for a 
minute. The next thing, to my horror, 
my dog had got hold of it, and chewed 
the casing. The tape inside seems OK, 
but the case is damaged, and no way can 
it be put through the camcorder. 

Do you know any way or anybody that 
can re-case an 8mm cassette? You are 
my last hope of getting a yes or no. 

PS: I have learned one thing: never 
trust a dog — it’s not always your best 
friend. 


V Gelder, 
Preston 


TRUE — I was never very keen on dogs 
myself. If there is one thing a dog really 
enjoys, it’s a nice crunchy remote control 
gun, with Ferguson and Bang Olufsen 
types being favourite on the menu. 

I think it’s something to do with the fact 
that we opted for the PAL system. I’ve 
never heard of a dog eating a tape or 
remote in America. 

My neighbour's got a dog called Win- 
ston, and — sorry Mrs G. send your tape 
to Premiere Cassette Repair, 5 Cleppa 
Park, Cardiff Road, Newport, Gwent 
(0633 680571). 


Singapore sling 


I HAVE just returned from Singapore 
where I bought a JVC HR-D470E VCR. 
I set it up and there was immediately a 
problem: I can get a good picture but no 
soundtrack, just a continuous loud buzz- 
ing, even on the VCR test signal. If I 
tune the VCR to get some sort of 
soundtrack I lose the picture, and the 
quality of the soundtrack is not very 
good. 

I told the retailer I needed a VCR 
compatible with the PAL I system, and 
he confirmed with the JVC company in 
Singapore that the set he was about to 
sell me was suitable for England. I have 
an international warranty from JVC 
(Singapore). 

Please help me solve my problem. I’m 
sure you can understand how worried I 
am that I have spent over £375. 

J Holmes, 
Dartford 


SOMEONE'S GOT away with another 
con-trick, and since he’s half-way round 
the world there’s no redress for you, I 


UES. 


The Singapore-market HR-D470E is 
designed for use on System G. To make it 
work in this country a modification ts 
required, involving internal adjustment 
and replacement of several filters. 

If you cannot find a local dealer pre- 
pared to take on the job, contact: Portatel 
Conversions, 25 Staines Road West, 
Sunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex (0932 
788972). 


Double-bill taping 


I've just bought a Panasonic NV-G21 
video recorder to use alongside my old 
Ferguson 3V23. My idea is to record 
programmes while watching rented 
films. 

I'd like to connect the RF lead from 
each video to a switcher box, which in 
turn would be connected by a single co- 
ax cable to the television. I’ve already 
tried with an aerial switcher box, but it 
seems it was designed for receiving 
only. 

With one video switched on and one 
off, I get a perfect picture; the problem 
arises when I have both machines run- 
ning at the same time. 


JVC’s unique midi-width HR-D470 VCR. See ‘Singapore sling’. 
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EVERY MONTH the writer of our 
leading Video Clinic enquiry will 
receive a video care kit courtesy 
of Bib Products. 


I played a film on one video while the 
other was switched on to BBC1. The 
result was that the television showed the 
film at the same time as the BBC1 
channel, the latter rolling from left to 
right quickly. 

Is there a switcher box designed to 
shield one transmission from the other, 
effectively, and who would sell them? 
Andrew Bould, 

Stoke on Trent 


YOU DON’T need a switcher box, though 
you can leave it in if you wish. Set up as 
you describe in your letter, then adjust the 
RF output trimmer (usually marked 31- 
39 or similar) of the second VCR — 
dealing with BBC1 — until the TV | > 


Solve your video problems with help from our 
consultant engineer Paul Richards. We get so 
many queries that we cannot publish all of 
them each month. If you want to be guaranteed 
of a quick reply direct from Paul, please enclose 
a cheque for £2, made payable to P. Richards (it 
keeps him in coax cable) and an SAE. Send that 
plus the Clinic coupon (far right) to: WHAT 
VIDEO Clinic, 57-59 Rochester Place, London, 


NW1 9JU. One query per letter please. Feel free 
to submit your questions without the £2 — 
we'll print as many as space allows. 


<4 screen is completely clear of interference. 

Now tune a spare button on the TV to 
the new channel you have set on the 
second VCR. To avoid confusion, turn 
VCR1 off at this time. 

Route the aerial leads as follows: 
down-lead to VCR1 RF In; VCR1 RF 
Out to VCR2 RF In; VCR2 RF Out to 
the TV aerial socket. It does not matter 
which machine you choose to be VCR1! 


Philips phoenix 


A RELATIVE wishes to use a Philips 
2020 V2000 machine with VHS record- 
ers and, not being technically minded, is 
unable to say whether an A/V adaptor is 
fitted or not to his machine. 

How can he tell? If not fitted, are 
these simple to connect? 

Are special connectors/adaptors re- 
quired to set the machine up for use with 
VHS/Beta video recorders? (I note Lek- 
tropacks’ advert in WHAT VIDEO of- 
fers the A/V adaptor). 

C Hales, 
Maidstone 


THE 2020/21/22 V2000 format models 
from Philips and Pye were originally 
supplied as RF-only machines — without 
adaptors. It's likely, then, that the 
strange-looking multi-pin socket at the 
back of your relatives VCR 1s vacant. 

The adaptor ts a user-fitted device, and 
simply plugs in. Lektropacks will be able 
to assist you with connecting leads if you 
tell them the make and model of the VCR 
you want to hook up to. 


Shome mishtake, surely 


I HAVE a Panasonic WVP-200E video 
camera and I have been trying to get a 
remote controller (WV-CR10E). How- 
ever, when I tried to order one through 
a local dealer, the information they got 
was that it would cost over £300! 

This is incredible and I feel sure some 
sort of mistake must have been made. 


Bauer-Bosch VCC- 
826AF 8mm camcorder 
— for a Euro-tour? 


The price quoted is more than I paid for 
the camera (secondhand)! 

Unfortunately my camera is not a 
current model and I suppose the exorbi- 
tant price is because it has to be ordered 
especially from Japan. I would have been 
prepared to pay around £30 though I 
would have considered even that expen- 
sive for what it is. 

I could make one myself for a few 
pounds if you could tell me the pin 
connections for the remote socket on 
the camera. 

M D Robinson 
Sheffield 


I'VE NOTICED a tremendous reluc- 
tance on the part of the dealers to get 
interested in ordering accessories; the 
large multiples and nationals seem worse 
in this respect than independent dealers 
holding individual agencies. 

You have been grossly misled on this 
one. Although the WVP-200E has now 
been discontinued, the WVCRI0E remote 
control ts still held in stock at Panasonic’s 
Hinkley depot in the Midlands. 

It costs £54.95 — a fair price because it 
is a little more complex than it seems. You 
should be able to order one through your 
local Panasonic agent, Williams of 
Woodseats, Sheffield. 

Home brewing of this sort of thing is not 
really possible because of the difficulty of 
obtaining multi-core leads, plugs, sockets, 
etc. 


Video Euro-tour 


I AM equipping a motor caravan for a 
one-year tour of Europe, and seek to 
include a complete miniature TV/video 
system usable in all European countries. 

My second aim is to combine a cam- 
corder with the system to watch any 
local TV station, recording and playing 
back the programs using the camcorder, 
if I so desire, and watch my own 
camcorder material. 


To facilitate this, obviously both the 
TV and the camcorder must have video 
line inputs and outputs. So far I have 
concluded that the Bauer-Bosch 8mm 
VCC-826AF probably is the camcorder 
best suited to my requirements. 

I have found three alternative TV sets 
that seem to provide more or less what I 
am looking for: Grundig P37-342/900 
14in. TV; Salora 15L33 15in. TV and 
JVC CX 60 6in. TV/monitor. 

The most important features for the 
TV is that it must be truly multi-system 
(including France), and have video line 
input and output compatible with the 
camcorder. 

H Nyman, 
Hampshire 


WHAT YOU require can be achieved 
with the Bauer-Bosch VCC-826 AF and 
the Grundig P37-342/900. This combina- 
tion would be ready to go on all European 
systems (including the difficult French ‘L’ 
mode) straight ‘over the counter’ as it 
were. 

The Salora 15L33 has basic specifica- 
tions of PAL I only, with 220-240v mains 
input. It can be made available in the 
form you require, but only to special order 
with internal modifications and a plinth 
housing a 12/24 power convertor. 

Enjoy your tour. I'll look out for a 
motor caravan hooked to a big battery and 
sprouting aenals in all directions. Keep 
the wine away from the video gear! 

See our Buyers Guide for major 
company addresses. 


Sanyo sounds weak 


I HAVE a year-old Sanyo Beta VTX- 
N100. The picture is very good, but 
lately the sound is low and on playback I 
have to increase the volume on the TV 
(Sony 2090) by half as much again to 
hear it. 

I have made sure the video is correct- 
ly tuned (on and off-air) with no improve- 


ment. I ran a Scotch head cleaning tape 
through for a few seconds but sound is 
still about half volume. 

Bob Neale, 

Leamington Spa 


EVEN THOUGH you have used a clean- 
ing tape, I believe that the audio head of 
the machine could still be dirty. It’s very 
difficult to design a cleaning tape to give 
this stationary head more than a perfunc- 
tory wipe... and some blocked audio 
heads need a scrubbing! 

Since your machine is so new, tt is hard 
to imagine that the fault is more serious 
than this. If it is, the trouble won't be from 
the audio head, probably. 


Mixed-up Panasonic 


I HAVE a problem with my Panasonic 
WV-J10 mixer which only occurs when 
warm on saturation of key colours in 
super impose. 

Monitors show a picture that is unsta- 
ble at the top 10 per cent of screen ie: 
(1) Top of picture hooking to the right; 
(2) Odd scanning line of different colour; 
(3) Top half of screen colours flash 
strong and weak. 

It is the same when a different moni- 
tor, camera, or V.T.R. was used. It is 
also the same when telop camera is 
removed completely. 

Could it be a preset out of adjust- 
ment? I have a c.score and meters and a 
tin of cold spray. 

Bernard Marshall (G6HLR), 
Birmingham 


THERE'S NO doubt that the problem lies 
within the WV-J10, though this sort of 
problem is very rare in such equipment. 
Your callsign indicates that you are a 
technical man, and you may well be able 
to sort this one out yourself. First check 
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Panasonic WV-J10 mixer. 


that the supply lines are correct in voltage 
and free of ripple and hash. Then ther- 
mally cycle each IC in turn, using aerosol 
freezer spray and gentle heat from a 
hairdryer. 

This should quickly lead you to the 
culprit, which you can order from Pana- 
sonic via a dealer or an agent. 


Rainbow editing 


COULD YOU please explain why, when 
editing between VCRs and stopping the 
receiving VCR, that a rainbow effect is 
introduced on the edited tape at the 
point where the edit was re-started? 

I find this problem to be worse when 
editing from my Sony CCD-V100E 8mm 
camera via a Sony RM-E100V edit con- 
troller toa JVC HR-D180 VHS receiving 
VTR, than when editing from a VHS 
source to a Panasonic E180 receiver. 
J Greenwood, 

Bradford 


VERY SIMPLY, the problem is due to 
the fact that the full erase head ts a few 
centimetres upstream of the video read/ 
write heads in the VHS tape path. 

When you go from Stop to Record, the 
few seconds-worth of tape between the 
erase head and the video drum still 
contains the old recording which is now 
overwritten by the recording head. 

The overwriting process can erase the 
high frequency luminance component, 
hence the few seconds of rainbow colours 
till erased tape comes onto the drum. 

It won’t happen if you stop the machine 
in Record-Pause mode, and it can't 
happen in Video 8 equipment with drum- 
mounted flying erase heads. At present 
these are confined (in homebase VCRs) to 
Video 8 format. 


Music copyright 


I AM contemplating setting up my own 
video company to cover special occa- 
sions and various functions. 

This will, however, mean a selection 
of music on the completed works. 
Therefore I would like your advice con- 
cerning the performing rights, as I would 
not like to break any laws in setting up 
business. 

I have been told that I can get an 
annual licence to cover my work. 

R M Fazakerley, 
Golborme 


YOU MAY find that all your require- 
ments can be met by using the copynight- 
free albums of mood music, wedding 
music and sound effects marketed by The 
Widescreen Centre, 48 Dorset Street, 
London W1 3FH (01-935 2580) or the 
Arcal range available from the Compre- 
hensive Video division of PAG Ltd, 565 
Kingston Road, London SW20 8SA (01- 
542 1171). 

For details of fees and licenses for the 
use of copyright recordings, contact the 
Mechanical Copyright Protection Society, 
41 Streatham High Road, London, 
SWI16. 


Video 8 extras 


WHICH 8mm tapes are best for picture 
quality? I currently use Sony. 

I have been trying to purchase a video 
alarm for my 8mm video recorder, plus a 
head cleaner. Apparently these products 
are only available for VHS systems 
according to the shops. Is this true? 

My last point is on Scart leads. Is 
there any noticeable deterioration 
between leads costing around £10 and 
those £30+? 

P R Hill, 
Guildford 


I THINK that Sony 8mm tapes are as 
good as any. I don’t know of any cassette- 
shaped burglar alarms for V8 machines, 
but you can protect your machine just as 
well with a sit-on alarm box ltke the Fly by 
Product Innovation Ltd, 7 Berners 
Mews, London WIP 3DG_ (01-580 
7636). 

Canon do a care kit incorporating a 
head cleaning tape; one of its dealers will 
probably stock them. 

Regarding connecting leads, there is no 
difference (in picture and sound transfer 
quality) between cheap and expensive 
leads. I hope that the dearer leads would 
be more rugged and robust, though. 
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VIDEOWORLD, 

260 TOTTENHAM COURT RD., 
LONDON W1. 

01-631 3573/1069 


VIDEOS 
PANASONIC NVG40B 
PANASONIC NVG45B 
PANASONIC NVGISPX........cssssescssesestsee £499 


SVCHADSQOER a cscssesrssonetzsntanisnetesionssboe £295 
UVCHRDAQQEK .......sescsssessecnsessesnneenssne £320 
AINGHADSSOEK sasasescavtextssessvarnncccortn £650 


SHARP VCA100 
SHARP VCA140 
SHARP VCA5011 
SHARP VCD801 


SANYO VHRD500 .......ovscseststsnsntnsnnesenes £540 
AMSTRAD VCR4700 .......csstsssssstsnsseesenes £239 


smi cwom 640g 


SUPRA 6” CTV/MONITOR 
FAX MACHINES AT 


Same as JVC CX60 
PANASONIC 

UNBEATABLE 
PRICES 


TOSHIBA 
SANYO 


SWIFTCURRENT LTD. 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 


HI-Fl & COMPUTER CENTRE, 
10 TOTTENHAM COURT RD., 
LONDON W1. 

01-631 1013 


T.V.s 


SONY KV1482 .....scssene 
SONY KV19XMT 
SONY KV21XMT 
SONY KVXQIT sss sstecarncceeseneesteoecaesen 
SONMIKVX2BT seas ssicsvinsaanencisssnestenrese 
PANASONIC 102175, 

PANASONIC TX1 ......-.. 
PANASONIC TX2470........sesssssssssseseensesetse 
PANASONIC TXC74 ....ssssssssesesetssenessee 
PANASONIC TXC7S ....ssssstastesssstsntsenesee 


VIDEO MOVIES 
SOY OBIE sssieareasinsi noc 


SONY COD W950 scissiscstticssnnscenstvsee £1325 
SONY CODV100.........ssssesesnsniseneesesee £1050 
PANASONIC NVMCS .......sossesssssstnssenetsee £850 
PANASONIC NVM78........cssccssssessssessenee £1099 
HITACHI VMICSO....sesssssssssenesesstesesnte £850 
TELEFUNKEN 2895 (GRC11) ........ssseseassnene £575 
TELEFUNKEN 2892 (GRC45) .........sossssasesse £899 


JVC GRC7 
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edit suite (wel 


what about th 
your own foot 


extended and 


Call in for a 


inc VAT. 
Credit card 
£2.00 p+p. 


The only 


Tec! 


You've just shot your first major movie. 
Excitedly you rush the cassette back to your 


on the TV). Superb colour, great action . . 


of what's happening on screen. 

Next time we think you deserve better. 
Something like our AT 9300 ‘shotgun’ 
microphone for example, with 4 times 


professional of soundtracks. 


video and audio dealers. AT 9300 won't break 
your next production budget at only £55.95 


AT 9300 Super-directional electret condenser. 
Converts to general purpose unit with Omni-Cap. 
Complete with foam windscreen, battery, grip, camera 
shoe stand and 4” 


CARTRIDGE @ HEADPHONE @ MICROPHONE @ VITAL LINKS 


audio-technica 


“© CINNOVATION 


ica House, 11 Lockwood Close, Leeds LS11 5UU. TEL (0532) 771441 


>) 
— 
=) 


a 


VAIN 
\Y 


SM)))))))))) 
Msyyynutll 


AMM)! 
\ 


" 


MUU 


\ 


|, push it into the VCR and turn 

. but 
e sound? All you can hear are 
steps with only the faintest hint 


directional pick-up for the most 


screentest soon at specialist 


telesales BSSEE please add 


thread adaptor. 


complete transducer family 


| PRECISION INTEGRITY 


01-631 5001 


36 STORE STREET (off TOTTENHAM COURT RD.,) LONDON WC1E 7BS 


Nearest 


Tube: GOODGE STREET STN. 


WAIT BEFORE YOU BUY! COMPARE OUR THIS MONTH’S PRICES WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE 
ADVERTISED PRICE! ae) CALL US FOR YOUR BEST STATIONS CASH! ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 


PANASONIC. NVM7B SONY GCDV10 00 “SONY CCD V50 


] 
SONY CCDV90 


£1265.00 


SHARP VLC73 SONY CCDV200 


Akai VS35EK . 


Forguaon14” Manual ...6:5sccc0:csscseosscequvesvesesensvent £139.95 | National 14” Manual .............000ccccccecceecccesssecesseseeee SALE 
Sanyo VHR3100 Nikkai 14" RIC... eee ee eece estes pee i National NVG30EN_.... SALE 
anise aM Sony 14" Manual National NVG33EN SALE 
Panasonic NVG45B Sony 14” R/C National NVG770EN SALE 
Sanyo VHRD500 JVC 14” VC Hitachi VT418...... 
Sharp VCD801 Sanyo 28" PIP Text... Hitachi VT428 ........ 
Telefunken VR3935_. Sanyo 25" PIP Text Sharp MultiSystem o.........cccccccecscseseeeeeees 

H Sony 25" Text ............. NEC MURSYSIOMN §cssccscissscesisvsssvassvissesdeessiderensneoese 
Sony 27” Text ................. Sony 14” RIC ........ 


japanese Bugs Ferguson 17" Text ... 
Sanyo17"Text .. 
Ferguson 21” Text 
Sony 19” Text ..... 
Mitsubishi 25” Text 


National 14” R/C..... 
Panasonic 16” R/C .. 
Panasonic 24” R/C .. 
Panasonic 28" R/C .. 
Sony 27” XS R/C......... 


Minit Room Bug 
Mini Phone Bug 


60% OF OUR BUSINESS IS BY MAIL/TELEPHONE ORDER 
FAST AND EFFICIENT SERVICE. PHONE US TO SEND YOU SOME TAPES TODAY 


SonyL750 .... 
TDKE180 .... 
Panasonic E180 ... 


BASF E180-E240 . 


Plus many more. Also ask about our huge range of audio Poin 
e & postage extra charge. 
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MAIL ORDER 
HOTLINES 


01-636 2194 


FOR THE BEST 
ASK ~~ DEAL IN TOWN! 


ELECTRONICS 


MAC DONALD 
ELECTRONICS 


248 TOTTENHAM COURT RD., or 70 OXFORD STREET, 
LONDON W.1. TELEX 27768 LONDON W.1. 
01-637 0353/0590 01-636 2877 01-631 5298 


VIDEO RECORDERS 


VHR3100E 
VHR3300E 
VHRD500E 


HRDS30EK 


NEC 
FVi2L DX1000 EVS800/850 
FV13H Hi-Fi DX3000 $LV201 
FV20B 


ie PANASONIC ~~ — SONY SLHF950 — 


FV260 Digital NVGdSB co SUPER BETA HI-FI STEREO 
FV14 Nicam, Hi-Fi eae HS20 VIDEO RECORDER £899 
GRUNDIG ae S347 NOW ONLY — 
arid vR6470 SONY PROFEEL TELETEXT UNITS — TXT100UB 
HITACHI — PLUS MANY £199 casH/CHEQUE 
oestralhnp SONY VIEWDATA (Prestel Unit) 
OFFER! vbDx100 — ON SPECIAL OFFER! 


SONY EV-DTi — 


COLOUR TV (12:8cm) WITH gta VIDEO RECORDER/PLAYER 
WITH TIMER FACILITY, REMOTE 


CONTROL AND COMPOSITE VIDEO| COMPUTERS! 


INPUT & OUTPUTS PLUS 12 VOLT 
COMMODORE 64 PACKAGE 
CAPABILITY. COMPLETE WITH JOYSTICK, GAMES, CASSETTE 


IN STOCK RP LEADS ETC. £169.95 
NOW! Leia ZX SPECTRUM 
TE LEVI SI ON S eine th ZX SPECTRUM £195 
FEnauson HITACHI MITSUBISHI PIONEER tanh See ALL ON 


CT1440B 
14/1 CPT1476 CT2030BM $V2103 KVX14M 


16A1 CPT1567 CT2230BM $v2502 KVX14T ot ree 
Seno SEs Clause Sa st oe 1 ORRER 

1/H1/H2/H3 
SIH/ABIH8 opT2466 Toweoiaes — 9V2800 KyxerxarTy COMPUTER DISCS AT 

CPT 2658 TL i coheed TOSHIBA LOW LOW PRICES! 

Jvc Crlenes ™1 CBP3011 145E7/R7 f 5Y4” DS/DD 
C140EK/KM NEC TXC74 CBP1747 213RH £6.95 
C210EK/KM TC801 


TC30G 
TX3370 


PROFESSIONAL 
VIDEO a oat 
ANASOMIC. WPF 2 


SONY U-MATIC HIGH & LOW BAND 


SONY DXC30008K 
ALSO AVAILABLE — 
VIDEOSENDERS! 


FAME mice £1 9. 95 WHAT WE int SELL ISN'T ISNT WORTH BUYING - $0 WHY BOTHER WITH THE REST 


[HARP ELECTRONICS KAMLA ELECTRONCS 


237 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, 251 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, 
LONDON W.1. LONDON W.L. 
01-636 4611/4612 01-323 2747 (4 LINES) 
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©} [Goodrights (Southport) __19 


@} | Woods Audio Visual 
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ASK ELECTRONICS 
248-250 Tottenham Court Road, W1 
TELEPHONE: 01-637 0353/0590 


EDGWARE ELECTRONICS 
CENTRE LTD. 
194 Edgware Road, W2 
TELEPHONE: 01-723 1465 


Cleartone Hi-Fi & Video 
Colourama 2000 Ltd 
Hi-Way Hi-Fi 

Ealing TV Hi-Fi Ltd 


@} | Bullocks Hi-Fi & Video 


@| | Videocity Laserway 


Panatec Ltd 


| VIDEO RECO 
Akai 
Amstrad 
| B&O 
Blaupunkt 
Bush 
Canon 


@} (Edgware Electronics Centre 11 


@ (E.&N-F. French 


@} | Electrical Discount Centre 
lore 


@| {PRC Hi-Fi Video + TV 
@|@| |T.T.C.Supe 


@| | Videocity Laserway 


@|  |Fairbotham & Co. Ltd 
e\e 


@| = JENL Audio Visual 


@| (Bryants Hifi 
@} | Videoquip Ltd. 


+ 


PRC HI-FI VIDEO + TV 
450 Romford Road, Forest Gate, E7 
TELEPHONE: 01-552 2903/01-470 3499 


|e 
Isls 
a 


oe 


HI-WAY HI-FI + VIDEO LTD 
Deccavideo 67 Tottenham Court Road, W1 
Ferguson TELEPHONE: 01-637 9787/3508 
Finlux ; 242 Tottenham Court Road, W1 

| Fisher : TELEPHONE: 01-636 1752 
| GEC 
| Grundig 
Hitachi 
ITT 
JVC 
Luxor 
| Marantz 

Mitsubishi 
Nordmende 
NEC 


[Olympus ® EALING TV HI-FI LTD 
Panasonic 27 Bond Street, Ealing, W5 5AS 
| Pioneer TELEPHONE: 01-567 8703 


Philips eaten 
CHESHIRE ee 


_ {Pye 
| Saba 
| Salora 
Samsun a 
| . HAMLET'S COLOUR TV, VIDEO 
& AUDIO CENTRE 
44 High St., Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 1AE. 
TELEPHONE: 061-428 5278 


VIDEOCITY LASERWAY 
233 Tottenham Court Road, W1 
TELEPHONE: 01-631 1491 


ele 


VIDEOCITY LASERWAY 
227 Tottenham Court Road, W1 
TELEPHONE: 01-631 1491 


lo|_[eje| | 


oe) 


| Sansui 

Sanyo 
| Sharp 
Sony 


Tatung 


Teleton FAIRBOTHAM & CO LTD 
| Telefunken 1 f 58-62 Lower Hillgate, Stockport ; 
oo 1 TELEPHONE: 061-480 4872 : 
: i Di AVE ee. 
[Pips Laser jo fe s | HAMPSHIRE i 
Pioneer Lsr. |@|@ e ' pemumers cme 


[CAMERAS 


TRU-FI SOUND & VISION 
10-12 Grosvenor Road, Aldershot 
TELEPHONE: (0252) 26390/331744 


BRYANTS HIFI 
81 High Street, Aldershot 
Pere TELEPHONE: 0252 20728/314448 
Hitachi Den. 5 z 


ITT 


_ HERTFORD HIRE 


{ 4 BLACK CAT VIDEO LTD 
mpus 65 High Street, Potters Bar 
Panasonic TELEPHONE: 0707 55739 


Pioneer 
| Saba 


ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE 
138 Pelham Road, Gravesend 
TELEPHONE: 0474 326600 


) 8 PANATEC LTD. 
83B High Street, Gillingham 
TELEPHONE: 0634 573141 


Ferguson GOODRIGHTS (PRESTON) 
Grundig [| : 3 Friargate, Preston 
Hitachi : coe TELEPHONE: 0772 57528 


E CLEARTONE HI-FI & VIDEO 
. 235 Blackburn Rd., Bolton 
TELEPHONE: 0204-31423 


tr 
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VIDEOQUIP LTD 
5 Fosse Rd. South, Leicester LE3 OLP 
TELEPHONE: 0533 558818 
TELEX: 342291 


| MERSEYSIDE 


GOODRIGHTS (SOUTHPORT) ‘| _ 
525/527 Lord Street, Southport 
TELEPHONE: 0704 43615 


COLOURAMA 2000 LTD. 
32 Church Road, 
Northolt, UB5 5AB 

TELEPHONE: 01-841 4321 


-Fi (Leatherhead) 


Northem Video Services 


Black Cat Video 


Electrical Discount Centre 


PRC Hi-Fi Video + TV 
Edgware Electronics Cent 
E. & N.F. French 
Cosmic Superstore 
@/@} | Oriental Star Agency 
Fairbotham & Co. Ltd 
Cleartone Hi-Fi & Video 
Goodrights (Southport) 
Woods Audio Visual 
T.T.C. Superstore 
Colourama 2000 Ltd 
Bullocks Hi-Fi & Video 
Ealing TV Hi-Fi Ltd 


Panatec Ltd 


Bryants Hifi 
Videoquip Ltd. 


te 


{ Hamlets 


: & NAOCUODD 


-—|_ | Goodrights (Preston) 
Ask Electronics 


ee 


ie 
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Om 
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Big Screens 
| Computers 
{Cine 

Hi Fi Equip. C) 
Audio Tape C) 

e 


STAFFORDSHIRE 


ee 

ee ee 
e 

t+ = 


is 


Televisions 
TV Teletext 
Sat. Equip. 
MACHINE RENTAL 
Recorders 
Portables 
Cameras C) 
A SSORIE 
Allsop 
| | TDK 
| BIB 
Cass. Racks 
| Cass. Hold. 
| Cam. Tripods 
Cam. Filters 
| Covers 
Stands 
| Mainten. Kits 
| Microphones 
Dup. Leads 
Lighting 
Tape Splicers 
Head Demag. 
Stereo Sim. 
| Enhancers 
Mix/Edit. 
Label Kits 


Spec. Effects : ! mee 
Burg. Alarms WOODS AUDIO VISUAL 
Batt. Packs e@ 1 Upper High Street, 
Batt. Chrgs. a Wednesbury 

P =<COR TELEPHONE: 021-556 0473 


E. & N.F. FRENCH 
52 Dordon Road, Dordon, Tamworth 
TELEPHONE: 0827 892252 


OOOO! 


|e 
oe 


4 
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TRU-FI SOUND & VISION 
2 Cromwell Road, Redhill 
TELEPHONE: (0737) 66128/67404 


+ 


COSMIC SUPERSTORE 
244-256 Station Road, 
Addleston, Surrey 
TELEPHONE: Weybridge 54522/43 


a 


TRU-FI SOUND & VISION 
10 Church Street, Leatherhead 
TELEPHONE: 0372 378780 


Near Station : Joe 
: TTC DISCOUNT SUPERSTORE 


Copy Facil. 
Credit Cards 
HP Terms 
Export 

7 Day Exch. 


Early Closin 
Closed C 
Mail Order 

1 Day Hire 
Own G'tee 
Parts G’tee 
Prof. Hire 
Cine to Video| 
Editing Facil. 


Mail Order Division, 
378-386 Foleshill Road, 
Coventry, West Midlands 
TELEPHONE: 0203 662115 


Ei 


BULLOCKS HI-FI & VIDEO 
884 Washwood Heath Road, 
Ward End, Birmingham B8 2NB 
TELEPHONE: 021-783 2809 


im 


DEALERS 
TO BE FEATURED 
IN WHAT VIDEO'S 
WHAT’S-IN-STORE 


Une eels oo GUIDE, PHONE 
o : . NORTHERN VIDEO SERVICES — 
ENL AUDIO VISUAL 88 Merrion Street, Leeds. — 01 -485 001 1 
116-118 Alfreton Road, Nottingham (Front of Merrion Centre) : 

TELEPHONE: Nottingham 784015 : TELEPHONE: 0532-448400 


e 
mOO 


Installation 
Duplicating 
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VIDEO STORE“ yo 


AKAI 

AKAI NS2S/ NEW swwissietsssscvvatesasisnipcostbrsnsecsnsete PHONE 
AKAI VS35 PHONE 
AKAI (T2570 TV NEW 2 PHONE 
AKAI CT2870 TV NEW 28" T.V. . PHONE 
FERGUSON 


FERGUSON PVAQL ooo sccseseeeeseereeeeee 
FERGUSON = FV13H Hi-i........ 
FERGUSON —FV14T Ni-Cam Hi-Fi. 
FERGUSON —_-FV20B NEW.. 
FERGUSON ——FV21R NEW.. 
FERGUSON —FV26 Digital P.I.P . 


HITACHI 

HITACHI VT-410... 

HITACHI VT-420... 

HITACHI VT-430 Digital P.1. P 

HITACHI VT-450.. re 
HITACHI VT-520 NEW......... 

HITACHI VT-530 NEW ssovosraaes 
HITACHI VT-522 NEW ....000.0..... bes 
HITACHI VT-580 NEW ue 


NEC 

NEC N-90858 ......... scanyaialsaneieteeaatccivece RENO OO 
NEC DX-1000 Digital ... ssSuarcoeaetlite .. £379.95 
NEC DX-3000 Digital i sessessee £599.95 
SHARP 

SHARP WGPANOD sisi ecsccseusesntscsiieyaicocssnaseistaes 

SHARP VC-A140 cece 

SHARP VC-A501 .......... 


SHARP VC-A502 . 
SHARP VC-D801 Digital PLP. 


VIDEO ACCESSORIES 


SDs CAMCORDER BATTERY SALE 


BNV5 GR45 Etc. ...... ’ .. £24.95 
Me BNV6 90min. GRC11 Etc... £39.95 
JVC NBP6 30min. GRC7 Etc. settee 


JVC NBP8 80min. GRC7 Etc. 
CANON BPE22 90min. VME2......... 
CANON BPE4 90min. VME1............000..0. 
HITACHI BP51 90min. VMC30 
PANASONIC B30, NVM5, NV180.. 
PANASONIC VBC1 60min. NVMC10 .. 
SANYO/SONY NP22 60min. al v100 
DSM 4AH Battery Belt ... 
DSM 7AH Battery Belt ... 
SONY NP5S5 60min. V90 
SONY NP77 120min. V90... sts 
Carriage £2.50 per order. 


106 


“_ONDON’S “Our professional choice of the = PLEASE PHONE FOR 


best equi t available on the 
FAVOURITE market witha pried that will make BEST PRICES DURING 


VIDEO RECORDERS VIDEO RECORDERS SDB CAMCORDER 


DISCOUNT VIDEO TAPES 


VHS VIDEO TAPES VHS-C 

E30 E60 E120 E180 E240 EC30 EC30 SHG EC30 PRO 
JVC DYNAREC £2.70 £2.80 £2.75 £2.60 £3.75 MAXELL oa £3.60 £4.50 
JVC SUPER HIGH GRADE £3.50 £3.75 £3.90 £4.20 £5.50 JVC — £3.99 £5.49 
JVC HIGH GRADE HI-FI _— _— £3.99 £4.49 — TDK _— £4.50 £6.50 
JVC PROGRADE £4.50 £5.00 £5.50 £6.00 _— 
MAXELL STANDARD £2.50 £2.70 £2.50 £2.60 £3.50 VIDEO TAPES 8mm 
MAXELL HGX GOLD £2.99 £3.30 £3.50 £3.70 £4.50 p£5.30 p£5.60 p£5.90 
MAXELL XL HI-FI _ — £4.50 £5.00 _ MAXELL £4.50 £5.50 £6.50 
MAXELL PRO RX — _ £5.75 £6.30 a SONY _ £5.89 £6.99 
TDK STANDARD _— =- £2.80 £2.99 £3.70 TDK — £6.49 £7.49 
TDK EXTRA HIGH GRADE _ — £3.60 £3.80 £4.80 
TDK HIGH DENSITY HI-FI — _- £5.50 £6.00 — MINIMUM ORDER 10 pcs — TAPES CAN BE MIXED 
TDK HDX PRO _- — £8.50 £8.99 _ CARRIAGE £2.50 PER ORDER. 


01-749 7355 (4 LINES) 
01-749 2650 
01-749 7846 (Fax) 


u buy with complete confidence’ OUR SUMMER SALE!!! 


PANASONIC SAL E 


PANASONIC NVG21B £349.95 
PANASONIC NVG25B R PHONE 


PANASONIC NVG4OB NEW PHONE 

PANASONIC —_NVG45B New prone CAMCORDERS 
PANASONIC — NVD48B Digital P.1.P PHONE 

PANASONIC NVD80B Digital Hi-Fi puone +4VIDEO 8 


AIWA wy S C/W 2" Monitor . £529.00 
£849 


CANON oO NeW 7 £949.00 
NG HH 29-85 CANON E708 NEW oe PHONE 
JVC HRD180 £299.95 FUJIX P300AF ‘ £649.00 
JVC HRD330 PHonE MINOLTA 8100F £999.00 
JVC HRD320 New PHONE SONY CCDV30 £699.00 
JVC HRD400 New PHONE SONY CCDV50 Handycam Digital £849.00 
JVC HRD500 New PHONE SONY CCDV90 Handycam Pro sscesss PHONE 
JVC HRD700 Digital P.1.P PHONE SONY CCDV100 Video 8 Pro £1099.00 
JVC HRD530 NiCam Hi-Fi PHONE SONY CCDV200 8mm Flagship ‘i PHONE 
Jvc HRD750 NiCam Hi-Fi PHONE SANYO VMD1P .. PHONE 

SANYO yin NEW coves PHONE 


SONY SL-F25 Beta £279.95 
SONY SLV201 VHS £359.95 CAMCORDERS 
SONY EVS800 Digital Hi-Fi PHONE = 
SONY SL-HF950 Super Beta PHONE VHS c 
we GRC11 - 549.00 
SANYO VHR3100 puone FERGUSON —FC0S ........ ~ PHONE 
SANYO VHR-3300 PHONE PANASONIC NVMC5 £849.00 
SANYO VHR-D500 Digital Hi-Fi PHONE AARASONIG  RYMGTO a ee 
SHARP VLC73 voc, PHONE 
PIONEER HITACHI VMC30 ; vevsesseees £799.00 
PIONEER VR-515 PHONE HITACHI VMC40 : . .. PHONE 
PIONEER VR-707 Hi-Fi - PHONE SHARP VCC50 ... £749.00 
PIONEER $V2103 21” T.V. ao 
PIONEER $V2503 25" T.V. 9.00 
PIONEER $V2803 28" T.V. £599.00 CAMCORDERS 


FULL-SIZE VHS 


VIDEO ACCESSORIES HITAGHL MOO. oon ne 
maven Wa aia 
VIDEO MIXERS pHone PANASONIC = NVM... princi ccnp BHONE 


SANSUI VX99 PHONE 


eK woe tam? PORTABLE VIDEO 
SONY 5vTeO Digital Video Imposer one 
SS 2a ana SYSTEM & CAMERAS 
VIDEO TRIPODS Pa 
SUK Easyglide PHONE lle a Lai 
VIDEO LIGHTS zoos PANASONIC NV180 
PERLEGTA 1000 Watt £44.95 PANASONIC WVPF10E100... 
gE Ans wr 
ortalig! 
ie wee £085 PANASONIC AGB400....... 
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BEFORE BUY! NO ONE BEATS US 


A @ CALL COULD SAVE YOU MONEY AND VALUABLE TIME 
TV AND HI-FI DEALERS 


L uli ae RARE 
"EXPO iy 


VIDEO RECORDERS TELEVISIONS EXPORT VIDEOS 


VIDEO RECORDERS 


PHILIPS HITACHI CPT1474-14" NR... £155 AKAIVS35€V...... .. PAUSECAM 
PHILIPS VR-6470.... HITACHI CPT1476-14" /R . £190 AKAIVS220EV PAL/SECAM 
PHILIPS VR-6670 HITACHI CPT1567-15” AC/DC I/R... P.0.A. 
PHILIPS VR-6843 HITACHI CPT2158-21" FST 1. POA. J HITACHIVTA18.. cscs PALIB 
raat ARISES oo BRR | wr a 
STRAD DNEE: i ‘OA. 7 HITACHI VT428 . PALVB 
PIONEER HITACHI CPT>568-95" FSET P.O.A. 
AMSTRAD VORA. £250 J PIONEER VR-515 HITACHI CPT2658-26" 1/1 .. P.O.A. | HITACHIVT498 .. M/SYSTEM 
PIONEER VR707 HITACHI CPT2888-28" FST T/T. POUR, MP IGHRD 214 nceetsisahiudrsnoereneammnnatet PALB 
FERGUSO i PANASONIC 
SANYO PANASONIC TC1470-14" NAR... £160 ve BEG ines MUpYSTEM 
SANYO VHR-2700 ....... PANASONIC TC1475-14" /R “e1a9 J JVCHRDS30 .. PAL/SECAM 
SANYO VHR-3100 ” PANASONIC TC1675-16" /R “$210 } NATIONAL NVG30 ... PALB 
FERGUSON PVH SANYO VHR-3300 ... P.O. ile tele ie o. NATIONAL NVG33 . PALB 
| SANYO VHR-D500 .......ccssssssssseessnssesesnee 17" A. ; 
‘eee SONY PANASONIG'TX- Stem FSTU/T Be | sunrvcrs 
2 -T-o1cm aa 
SONY SL-F25 Betamax £290 PANASONIC TXC-74-50cm FST T/T ............ P.O.A. 
j OM i SONY SLV-201 VHS . P.O.A. MITSUBISHI ss st 
HITACHI VT450 LL cirri MITSUBISHI CT-2030BM POA, 
HITACHI VT520 qeetlea vee MITSUBISHI CT-2230BM POA. EXPORT TELEVISIONS 
HITACHI VTB90 TOSHIBA DV-908 "B.O.A_ | MITSUBISHI CT-2517BM P.O.A. 
HITACHI VTS80 TOSHIBA V-938 .. POA. | OER oyo102-01" p.o.a, | NATIONALTCASO..... wou 14" PALB 
VI STS SMe eee 25" POA NATIONAL TC1480 14" PALB 
ounennie TELE PIONEER SV2802-28" “. P.O.A. NATIONAL TC2071 .... 20" PALB 
PANASONIC NVG12.... £340 | FERGUSON Ser naciewn | PANASONIC TC2175. 21" PALB 
PANASONIC NVGAO £340 || FERGUSON 12” B/W api SONY KV1432-14” vos PALB 
PANASONICHVGAD £200] FERGUSON 14° B/W SONY X2IT VT Stereo “425 J sowvKvioe2-16 ““WS¥STEM 
FERGUSON 14J2 RIG “£175 || SONY X25T T/T Stereo 490 7 SONY KV21XSD-21" ” PALISECAM 
SONY 21XRTU-21” T/T Stereo POR fl aimee pat 
| wiTsusisHi FERGUSON 29H ~ oa, | SONY27XRTU-27" T/T Stereo... ~~ P.OLA. Neches pore 
f fa von TOT TOSHIBA } 
MITSUBISHIHS 710 Wve TOSHIBA 145E7/145R7-14" ~ P.O.A. FF PHILIPS 20CT6350-20".. 
MITSUBISHI HS-B10... JVC C140EK-14" IR . P.0.A. TOSHIBA 213RH-21” I/R FST P.0.A. ONEER SV2502-25" 
MITSUBISHI HS-B20. JVC C210EK-20" /R P.O.A. | TOSHIBA 255R7-25" FSTI/R Po... | PONEERSV2502-25 
MITSUBISHI HS-B30 JVC AV20GB.... “0.A. | TOSHIBA 289T6-28" FST I/R P.O.A. ] PIONEER SV2802-28" ... 


Jvc Jvc JsvCc 


VIDEO CAMERAS 


GR-45 


JVC HRD 700EK 
Picture-in-picture — Digital freeze strobe 
9-frame multi screen 
Intro search, channel scan etc. 


C140EK-14" 
C210EK-21” 
C140KM-14".. 

C210KM-21" occccccccescccsseses 

SALE SALE SALE SALE 
JVC2151R 
JVC2152T ... 
JVC 2153TS 


Jvc JVC JVC svc Jvc JvCc 


HRD 320EK . 


PHONE US FOR THE BEST 


LIMITED STOCK ONLY PRICE IN U.K. 


SPECIAL PRICE 


OUND BARGAINS 
[64 WEYMOUTH STREET 


All goods Guaranteed for One Year - E tended ‘Guarantees Optional Extra 


——— SSS poe 2 SEE cern ee 
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WOTAN VIDEO 300S - The compact light source for your camera 


The VIDEO 3005 literally makes light work of providing the correct illumination for filming. The light can be mounted by 
means of its camera shoe to any video camera, and its design is so compact and lightweight that the light does not interfere in 
any way with the operation of the camera. 


Thanks to the computer matching of the reflector and lamp, the luminous efficiency of the 300W tungsten-halogen 
SUPERPHOT lamp is particularly high. The light head can be turned vertically upwards through 90 degrees, thus allowing 
both direct and indirect illumination of the subject and background. The VIDEO 300S works without blower cooling, and is 
thus noiseless and suitable for continuous operation. 


Toallow extra-precise control of lighting, this light is equipped with two barn doors. A safety glass screenis fitted as 
standard, as well as a 4m mains cable. 


£49.96 inc. VAT 


WOTAN VIDEO 1002 —- Power at your fingertips 


The VIDEO 1002 is fitted with the 1000W SUPERSHOT tungsten halogen lamp, 4-way barn doors for critical control of 
lighting, and a steplessly-adjustable angle of illumination from 50 degrees spot to 90 degrees flood. 


In order to obtain the correct soft light for video filming, the VIDEO 1002 is fitted with a heat-resistant frosted safety screen. 


The super-quiet blower cooling allows continuous operation, and the convenient economy circuit, for use during set-up, 
reduces electricity costs and increases the service life of the lamp. 


The light head can be tilted upwards through to 90 degrees to allow indirect lighting. Themostatic cut-out prevents 
overheating, the handle is removable, and the light is supplied with a 4m mains cable. 


£99.95 inc. VAT 


WOTAN VIDEO 1003 — Professional control of lighting 


The specification of the VIDEO 1003 is ideal for the working professional. It is fitted with the 1000W SUPERPHOT tungsten 
halogen lamp, and rotating 4-way barn doors which are specially shaped to forma “snoot" if needed. The angle of 
illumination can be steplessly-adjusted between 90 degrees (flood) and 50 degrees (spot), and gelatin effect filters can be 
fitted to the special clips on the barn doors. Alternatively, the ‘slip-in and lock’ frosted safety filter supplied can be replaced 
with the optional accessory colour correction or coloured filters. The economy circuit ensures good lamp life, and the 
super-quiet blower cooler allows continuous running. 


£149.95 inc. VAT 


Contact us for further details on the Video 1002 & 1003 lighting kits, 
comprising of 2 light units, 2 stands, 2 tilt heads, white brolly & carrying 
case. 


WOTAN STUDIO 2000 - The light giant 


With an axial luminous intensity of 25,000 cd, the super bright STUDIO 2000 is a welcome addition to the Wotan lighting 
range. It is fitted with two, independantly switchable, 1000W SUPERPHOT lamps, which are cooled by the super-quiet 
blower system to allow continuous running. 


The 4-way barn doors are specilly shaped for creative light control, and the unit is designed to give virtually no light spillage. 
/fover-heating does occur, then the automatic themostatic safety cut-out system will come into operation. 


The frosted safety filter can be easily removed and replaced with, for instance, the colour conversion filter. However, the 
filters can be used together as there is a spare filter slot behind the safety glass slot. The U-shape light holder will swivel 
through 210 degrees so that the STUDIO 2000 can be mounted on a light stand or hung from a ceiling mount. 


£179.95 inc. VAT 


WOTAN AL100 VIDEO - The battery light for location filming 


Why would filming be impossible just because there is no power socket close-by? The battery light AL100 VIDEO makes it 
possible to light up the darkness, even at the most isolated locations — and without the need to carry heavy equipment, since 
the AL100 VIDEO weighs only 2000g. 


Thanks to the computer matching of the reflector and lamp, the luninous efficiency of the 75W 12v tungsten halogen lamp is 
particularly high. The AL100 VIDEO can operate continuously for up to 15 minutes per charge. Three LED's of different 
colours, arranged ona control panel, indicate how much operating time is still available. 


The angle of illunination is steplessly adjustable from 30 degrees (spot) to 70 degrees (flood). The light head can be turned 
horizontally through 360 degrees (in other words, all the way round), and can be tilted upwards through 90 degrees. 


The AL100 VIDEO can be mounted on to the camera, hand-held or screwed on toa tripod stand. A fully discharged battery can 
be recharged with the mains charger supplied in about 8 hours. An electronic circuit prevents overcharging, and the gasproof 


Safety battery is maintenance free. 
£162.96 inc. VAT 


AV Distributors (London) Ltd. 21-22 St Albans Place Upper Street Islington London NI ONX Telephone: 01-226 1508 


Each month WHAT VIDEO provides a comprehensive list of all the new software 
available. Divided into two main sections, we tell you the ratings and the film 
companies for rental movies and the price and distributor of those on sale. We also 


review the month’s best movies. Edited by Ian Campbell. 


COMEDY 


Computer Ghosts (PG) 
Guild 

A teenage inventor creates a 
holographic burglar alarm 
— with hilarious results? 
The Invisible Kid (75) 
Braveworld 

Predictable hokum that adds 
nothing to the ranks of tire- 
some teen pics. 

Leonard Part 6 (PG) 
RCA/Col 

Having a top-rating TV show 
didn’t stop Bill Cosby’s latest 
movie stiffing out in a big 
way. Spoofy spy story short 
on laughs. 

The Pick Up Artist (75) 
CBS/Fox 

Easygoing sex farce with the 


charismatic Molly Ringwald 
taking on a would-be stud. 
Harvey Keitel and Dennis 


Hopper support. 

Revenge Of The Nerds 
Il (15) CBS/Fox 

Familiar Animal House 
meanderings in an unwanted 
sequel. 


Some Kind Of Won- 
derful (PG) CIC 
Above-average teen pic 
from John Hughes. 


ACTION 


Amazing Stories 5 (PG) 
CIC 

Still no sign of a TV screening 
for this high-budget Ameri- 
can import. 

Circleman (18) Medusa 


An illegal boxing syndicate 
lures hapless fighters into the 
‘cage’. 

Cobre Verde (PG) Palace 
Herzog directs Kinski in a 
turbulent bout of overacting 
and pretention. A retread of 
themes and ideas already 


exhausted _ see 
Fitzcarraldo. 

Cop (18) Entertainment In 
Video 


James Woods adds a touch 
of class to a predictable po- 
lice story. 

Dirty Dozen — The Fa- 
tal Mission (15) MGMW/ 
UA 

Telly Savalas starred in the 
original movie and re-sur- 
faces in this belated TV spin- 
off. 

Fury to Freedom (1/5) 
RCA/Col 

A much-maligned teenager 
masters the martial arts and 


joins the marines. Ah so. 
The Great Locomotive 
Chase (U) Rank 

A real-life incident from the 
American civil war gets the 
Disney treatment. 


£9.99 
£9.99 


BBC 


Nuts In May 
BBC 


Abigail's Party 


Unnerving nasties revisited 


THINK OF contemporary TV drama and it’s difficult to 
imagine anything beyond the plethora of Channel 4 
productions that briefly tour the. cinemas before finding 
their natural home on the small screen. 

The end result is often pleasing but rarely exciting. 
Skulking around like poor cousins to the film industry 
proper, these low-cost excursions into movieland leave an 
impression that quickly fades. 

TV drama hasn't always been this way. Take the work of 
Mike Leigh, for example. 

Back in the mid-’70s he didn’t so much write a script as 
invent characters and stick them in a situation where words 
are exchanged — often improvised. 

Production values were less important than dialogue 
that rings with more truth than the elaborate nostalgia of 
Wish You Were or the contrived anarchy of Eat The Rich. 

Two of his ‘comedies’ are now available on video as 
part of the BBC Classic Collection. Stumbling across them in 
the desert of summer releases immediately quenched my 
thirst for a watchable alternative to the deluge of sport 
that’s currently taken up residence on my TV screen. 

Nuts In May was first shown back in October 75 but its 
leading protagonists could just as easily be living in 1988. 

Celery-crunching veggies Candice-Marie and Roger 
take off in their Morris Minor for a camping holiday in 
Dorset, abandoning Croydon for a rendezvous with 
history and nature. 

Meanwhile, Abigail’s Party, from September ‘77, is 
populated by the kind of aspiring creeps we now call 
‘yuppies’, assembled together for a cringing drinks party. 
The idle chit-chat make you want to excuse yourself from 
the human race. 

But Mike Leigh’s prophetic comedies are more than 
character assassinations. They are a full-scale assault on 
nerves we didn’t know we possessed. 

Nothing could be more cloying than listening to Bever- 
ley drawl on like a Valium version of Janet Street Porter in 
Abigail's Party, or Roger and Candice-Marie bullying an 
innocuous fellow-camper into a sing-song in Nuts In May. 

This is painfully funny television. There are no one-liners, 
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no slap-stick, just a collection of excruciating characters 
extracting laughs like wisdom teeth. 

Time has, however, dulled the effect. The offbeat 
humour has been raped and plundered by a generation of 
alternative comedians. French and Saunders have practi- 
cally built a career on the middle class manners that Leigh 
ridicules so astutely. 

Nonetheless, this remains hugely innovative drama that 
makes the most out of television. | couldn't imagine seeing 
either of these productions in any other medium. Rather 
like The Singing Detective, they explore the potential of the 
small screen rather than worry about its constraints. 

As such, they are hugely collectable offerings from the 
Beeb and a bargain at the price. 


A typewriter goes missing in 
Cop (Entertainment In Video). 


1 Saw What You Did 
(PG) CIC 

Telephone pranks go badly 
wrong when two_ bored 
teenagers accidentally dial a 
killer. It happens to us all the 
time. 

Intimate Betrayal (PG) 
Virgin 

A man re-invents his life to 
escape a past that suddenly 
starts to catch up with him. 
The Killing Time (75) 
New World 

A backwoods community is 
less ordinary than it seems. 
Unlike the film. 

Laguna Heat (78) Guild 
Ex-cop returns to his home 
town and all manner of in- 
trigue and violence. 
Masters Of The Uni- 
verse (PG) Warner 
Toy-inspired sci-fi fantasy. 
Method actor Lundgren 
excells. 

Mission For The Drag- 
on (18) VPD 

No prizes for spotting an- 
other kung-fu adventure. 
Moving Target (1/5) 
MGM/UA 

A college boy returns to an 
empty home after the FBI 
relocate his family. The 
search starts here. 

North Shore (PG) CIC 
Sand, sea and surf with 
young guns taking on the big 
waves. 

Russkies (PG) Guild 
Glasnost adventure when a 
Russian sailor teams up with 
young Americans. 

The Second Victory 
(15) Braveworld 

As the second world war 
draws to its close, crimes 
have to be punished in 
Austria. 

Star Trek — The Next 
Generation (PG) CIC 
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For impatient Trekkies who 
can’t wait for the Beeb or ITV 
to buy it up. Good stuff. 
Strike Force (PG) VPD 
An early outing for Richard 
Gere as part of an elite po- 
lice force. 

21 Jump Street (75) En- 
tertainment In Video 

A mixed bag of characters 
become undercover cops. 


DRAMA 


Act Of Violence (75) CIC 
An attack victim re-evaluates 
her liberal concerns. A well 
trodden path, we think. 
After The Promise (PG) 
New World 

One of those tales of hard- 
ship and suffering with a fa- 
ther struggling to keep 
custody of his kids. Even the 
trailer is exhausting. 

The Boy Who Could 
Fly (U) CBS/Fox 
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” eae 
a sit ea 


A little monster from The 
Great Land Of Small. 


Birdy-type adventure with a 
young boy gazing skyward. 
Blue Grass (75) CBS/Fox 
Cheryl Ladd in another inter- 
minable mini-series. Only the 
location seems to get 
changed; this time it’s the 
Kentucky race courses. 
Dancer (PG) Warner 
Mikhail Baryshnikov with 
some soft soap centering 
around a ballet troupe. 
Inherit The Wind (PG) 
MGM/UA 

Darwin versus God in a dra- 
matisation of a famous 1925 
trial that took place in Amer- 
ica. Nothing to do with the 
after-effects of an Indian 


meal. 

The Hunchback Of 
Notre Dame (PG) RCA/ 
Col 

Turgid and pointless remake. 
The original is more than 


sufficient. 

Power (15) CBS/Fox 
Political machinations with 
Richard Gere and Gene 
Hackman. 

Right To Die (75) Sheer 
Entertainment 

The traumas of the terminally 
ill. Stars Raquel Welch. 
Silent Voice (PG) RCA/ 
Col 

Gushing story of a small 
boy's efforts for global 
peace. Greg Peck and Jamie 
Lee Curtis really should have 
known better. 


HORROR 


The Boy From Hell (78) 
RCA/Col 

Daniel’s 18th birthday pre- 
sent is a demonic bloodspell. 
All hell breaks lose! 

The Carrier (78) Medusa 
A cloud of acid steam has 
horrific effects on the resi- 
dents of a small American 
town. 

Hell Island (78) MGMW/ 
UA 

Toni Basil abandons her 
dancing shoes for a tacky 
horror yar({w)n. 

The 13th Floor (/8) 
Medusa 

Mysterious happenings and 
sinister goings-on in a plush 
city office. Sounds like WHAT 
VIDEO. 
Twisted 
(18) RCA/Col 
Burning bodies, a deranged 
creature and a series of bru- 
tal murders. Business as 
usual... 


SPECIAL 
INTEREST 


The Last Oasis (U) Rank 


Nightmare 


Feature-length wildlife 
documentary. 
CHILDRENS 
Bugs Bunny’ And 
Three Bears (U) MGW 
UA 


Continuing adventures of the 
world’s most famous rabbit. 
Daffy Duck And 
Friends (U) MGW/UA 
Cartoon capers with a host 
of familiar friends. Great fun. 
The Flight Of The Grey 
Wolf (U) Rank 

Disney animal adventure 
with a wolf that’s brought up 
as a dog. 

The Great Land Of 
Small (U) New World 

A quest for missing fairy gold 
dust in a mysterious fantasy 
land. 

Lightening The White 
Stallion (U) Rank 

Soft soap Disney adventure 
in the National Velvet mould. 


MUSIC/ 
MUSICALS 


A Black And White 
Night (£9.99) Virgin 

Roy Orbison  warbles 
through his greatest hits, aid- 
ed and abetted by a host of 
heavies including Bruce 
Springsteen and Tom Waits. 
Marc Bolan Volume 2: 
The Teenage Dream 
(£9.99) Virgin 

Second instalment of the 
glam rocker’s biography. A 
little epic for a minor legend. 
The Colombian Volca- 
no Concert § (£9.99) 
Hendring 

Albert Hall concert featuring 
Pete Townshend amongst 
others. 

Duran Duran: Work- 
ing For The Skin Trade 
(£9.99) PMI 

The. revamped Durannies 
from their last tour. Big, pro- 
fessional and utterly tedious. 
Electro Rock (£9.99) 
Channel 5 

Aslice of contemporary pop- 
funk with Afrika Bambaataa 
and others. 
Fela Live! 
Hendring 

Live at Glastonbury with his 
dancing wives. 

Glass Spider 1 & 2 
(£9.99 each) Video 


(£14.99) 


Some Kind Of Wonderful 


Collection 

Two instalments of Bowie's 
much harangued world tour. 
Pass. 

Hits From The Kitchen 
(£7.99) Channel 5 

A selection of the hip and 
trendy artists who populate 
the Kitchenware label. In- 
cludes Prefab Sprout and 
The Daintees. 

Ju-Ju (£11.99) Hendring 
Flavour of the month Afro- 
rock, with some of the finest 
exponents in concert. 
Madonna: Live From 
Italy (£9.99) Warner 

The current queen of teen 
struts her stuff. Pasta pop. 
Metal Hammer (£7.99) 
Channel 5 

Obscure hard rockers in con- 
cert. Even desperate metal 
heads will be hard pushed to 
like it. 
Rock’n’Rule (£8.99) 
Channel 5 

Animated sci-fi yarn major- 
ing on a poppy soundtrack. 
Debbie Harry and Iggy Pop 
amongst others. 

Savage (£9.99) Virgin 

A ‘video album’ from the 
Eurythmics. A duo that al- 
ways manage to retain inter- 
est largely because of 
memorable tunes and Annie 
Lennox’s fine voice. 
Venom: The 7th. Date 
Of Hell (£9.99) Channel 5 
Thrash metal at the Ham- 


CIC PG 


Dames, pains and 


automobiles 


ALTHOUGH DEPRIVED of a cinema release, this wry John 
Hughes scripted comedy is no turkey. 

Hughes, seemingly the only film-maker in Hollywood 
capable of spinning a teen yarn without condescension 
and fatuous tomfoolery, has constructed this slight but 
disarming tale of unrequited love with casual brilliance. 

Oddball Keith fancies rich fox Amanda, who only has 
time for herself. Keith’s tomboy pal Watts, however, is ga- 
ga over Keith (who doesn't realise it), and is heartbroken 
when her dozy beau asks for help to entrap the leggy 
Amanda. 

Typically, it’s all set in a fantasy world populated by 
lovable thugs and cretinous richkids, but Eric Stoltz (better 
known as the deformed Rocky Dennis in Mask) as Keith, 
Lea Thompson (Back To The Future, Howard The Duck) as 
Amanda and Mary Stuart Masterson (At Close Range) as 
Watts, all mesh for some delightful ensemble playing — 
and Hughes’ script is relentlessly sharp and poignant. 

The drama is played a good deal straighter than the 
zany Ferris Bueller's Day Off (one of Hughes’ best) and 
Hata Science (one of his weakest), but is none the worse 

or it. 

With a sprightly rock soundtrack (great on hi-fi VCRs) 
and more decent one-liners than seems fair, it all amounts 
to a memorable 90-minutes-worth. 

Never mind that it was blown out of a theatrical slot by a 
multiplicity of Fatal Attractions this spring, Wonderful is a 
little gem well worth your attention. Double bill it with Ferris 
or Sixteen Candles and have a keeno time — Steve May. 
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mersmith Odeon. 
death do it better. 


COMEDY 


The Bikini Shop (£7.99) 
Channel 5 

Another lightweight mix of 
teen humour and titiliation. 
Fraternity Vacation 
(£7.99) Channel 5 
Predicatable teen pic with 
Britt Ekland. Isn’t she a bit old 
for this sort of thing? 
Paradise Motel (£7.99) 
Channel 5 

A macho stud gets the job of 
running a motel’s Honey- 
moon suite. Sounds dreadful. 
Stuck On You (£7.99) 
Channel 5 

Love and sex through the 


Mega- 


The Sure Thing (£9.99) 
Channel 5 

Off-beat laughs with a 
drunken slob in pursuit of a 
Filofax-carrying yuppie. 


ADVENTURE 


The Amazing Adven- 
tures Of Sherlock 
Holmes — Vol 6 (£9.99) 
CIC 

More of the same in three 
more adventures. 

Buck Rogers In The 
25th Century (£9.99) CIC 
The TV pilot for a little seen 
SF sitcom — good FX and 


pretty gals. 


Jackie Chan: The Big 
Brawl/Dragon Lord/ 
The Young Master 
(£9.99 each) Video 
Collection 

Apparently this latter-day 
martial artist has outgrossed 
Bruce Lee at the box office. 
Now rendered collectable 
on video. 


Knight Rider 2: Night 
Of The Juggernaut 
(£9.99) CIC 

Feature-length episode from 
the absurd US TV series. 
Planet Of The Apes/ 
Beneath The Planet Of 
The Apes/Escape From 
The Planet Of The 
Apes/Conquest Of The 
Planet Of The Apes/ 
Battle For The Planet 
Of The Apes (£9.99 each) 
CBS/Fox 

Imaginative post-nuke series 
that maintains the simian 
nightmare through four mov- 
ies — then dies on its feet. For 


the most part, essential 
viewing. 

Revenge Of The 
Ninja/Ninja — The 


Protector/Ninja Drag- 
on (£9.99 each) Video 
Collection 

More kung-fu capers with 
lashings of action and lousy 


dialogue. Strictly — for 
afficiandos. 

Star Trek: The Mena- 
gerie (£9.99) CIC 


A two-parter from the origi- 
nal series with Spock hijack- 
ing the Enterprise to help his 
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former captain. Classic TV 
fare. 


CHILDRENS 


The Care Bears Family: 
The Cloud Of Uncar- 
ing/Big Star Round- 
Up; The Long Lost Care 
Bears/Bravest Of The 
The Brave; Birthday 


Bear’s Blues/The 
Great Race (£6.99 each) 
CIC 


Three tapes about excruciat- 
ing toys that double as car- 
toon characters. 

The Daydreamer (£7.99) 
A Hans Anderson tale that 
mix’s live action with 
animation. 

You’re The Greatest, 
Charlie Brown/Life Is 
A Circus, Charlie 
Brown (£6.99) Channel 5 
Two more animated stories 
from the Peanuts strip. 

A Summer To Remem- 
ber (£9.99) CIC 
Heartwarming stuff that stars 
a lost and lonely, super-smart 
orang-utang. 

Tales From Puddle 
Lane (£7.99 each) WH 
Smith 

Learning tapes based on the 
Ladybird children’s books. 
Woody Woodpecker 
And His Friends — Vol 
Hl (£7.99) CIC 

The bird with the silly laugh in 
a cartoon collection. 


DRAMA 


The BBC Classic Col- 
lection: An_ English- 
man Abroad; Hotel Du 
Lac; Shadowlands; 
Edge Of Darkness 
(parts 1 & 2); Abigail’s 
Party; Nuts In May 
(£9.99 each) BBC 

Classic British TV. Particularly 
of note is Mike Leigh’s eccen- 
tric Nuts In May and the 
stylish Edge Of Darkness. 


SPECIAL 
INTEREST 


Best Shots Of The 
Masters (£9.99) Video 
Collection 

Twenty-five years of the fam- 
ous golf championship con- 
densed into 53 minutes. 
John Arlott’s Vintage 
Cricket (£9.99) BBC 
Classic cricket moments as 
seen by the world’s best Rory 
Bremner impersonator. 
Great Moments Of In- 
dian Cricket (£9.99) 
Virgin 

Presumably they’re still wait- 
ing on the ‘great moments’ 
for the England equivalent. 
Liverpool FC — The 


TOP 20 
RENTALS 


Inner Space 

Flight Of The Navigator 
Full Il Metal Jacket* 

oak Hills Cop 2 

Wish You Were Here* 

Critical Condition 

American Ninja 2 

Best Seller 

Roxanne* 

Dirty Dancing 

The Stepfather 

No Mercy 

Jumpin’ Jack Flash 

Summer School 

Nightmare On Elm Street 3 

Blind Date 

Crocodile Dundee* 

The Living Daylights 

Angel Heart 

Teenwolf Too 


Chart courtesy of Video Business magazine 
Asterisks denote our recommended movies 


SONAURWNH — 


Mighty Reds (£9.99) BBC 
A celebration of their cham- 
pionship- season, plus the 
whole of their memorable 
match with Nottingham 
Forest. 

Road To Seoul Vols 1- 
3 (£9.99 each) Video 
Collection 

Pre-Olympic bonanza fea- 
turing .a wealth of sports per- 
sonalities going for gold. 
Search For Adventure: 
Virgin. Atlantic; Off 
The Edge; Kaipo Wall; 
Search For The Deep- 
est Cave; Hillary’s 
Challenge; World’s 


Greatest Ocean Race 
(£9.99 each) Virgin 

Action and adventure films 
from the various corners of 
the globe. 

What's Happening To 
Me? (£7.99) Virgin 

A guide to puberty. An easy 
escape from embarrassing 
teenage questions for 
parents. 

The World’s Greatest 
Milers (£9.99) Video 
Collection 

The famous men and women 
who continue to chip away 
at the ultimate running 
distance. 
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Video 
Versatility! 


. with quality products from Ohnar. 
Double your zoom and more than double 
your wide angle, simply and economically 


Video Long 
The Ohnar 2x, 
4 element converter 
doubles your zoom 1.e. 
6 x zoom becomes 12 x 
zoom! Brings images into 
lose-up that are normally too far away. 


Video Wide 


The Ohnar 0.5x, 3 element 
wide angle converter doubles 
your angle of view. Perfect for 

landscapes and indoor record- 

ing. Available soon Ultra wide 
angle 0.35x macro lens for fish-eye style recording. Fittings 
available for virtually all video cameras. 


£95.00 inc VAT per set. 
Now we ’ve got Aunt Mary taped 


By attaching the ‘Ohnar Video Slide Duplicator’ to your 
video camera, you can simply transfer your slide show to 
video tape. Drop your transparency into the holder, rotate 
for accurate positioning and select either the whole or 
part of the slide. That’s all there is to it. So if you | 
always thought that Aunt a should be . 
on television — , CU 
you’ve got be 
her taped! 


£47.50 


inc VAT. 


* Multiplies focal length by 5 times 

* Fits directly to 52mm filter thread 

* 46 and 49mm adaptors supplied 

* Achromatic close-up lens supplied 

* Including case 

* Usasble with 50mm or longer with 12" 
tube or 68mm or longer with 74" tube 


Fh 3 Lapeon oe Walk London SE1 ot 407 6833 FAX: 01- 
3 30-69M Mon to Fri & 9am-1pm Sat. Clo’ on Saturdays preceding Bank Holiday 
43 London Bridge St London SE1 01-407 8447 
74 Queen St. Maidenhead Berks 0628 22275 
FAX: 0628 21239 Open 9-5.30pm Mon to Sat Half day Thursday 
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CAN’T GET THE FILM YOU WANT 
THEN TRY THE ALL NEW 


NEPWORE-VIDE® 
> MAREET 
AN EXCLUSIVE MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
For the collector & the Enthusiast 
(ALL VIDEO FORMATS) 
BUY ’N’ SELL, WANTS, 
EXCHANGES, DISCOUNTS 
For details send to (Enclosing a large S.A.E.) 
N.V.M., Electra House, 31 Southdown Road, 


Great Yarmouth, Norfolk. 
(Available on mail order only) 


31M PROFESSIONAL 
cela HIGH GRADE 7’ 


3.37 
3.68 
4.03 
u 09 
UHG Hi-Fi 
3.86 
3.93 
Bulk pack 


1.69 1.99 
1.83 2.13 


Prices exclude VAT. Next day delivery free on orders over £200. Otherwise £5 on UK 
mainlaind. For a full range of standard, professional + U-matic tapes. 


Carouse! Tapes 


UNIT D, INCHBROOK TRADING ESTATE, gra 
NAILSWORTH, GLOS. GL5 5EY. 
Tel: 045383 5500 —_ 


DON’T CALL US FIRST 
DON’T CALL US LAST 
CALL US NOW! 


R.V.S. THE MIDLANDS’ FINEST 
TV, VIDEO & HI-FI DEALERS 


PANASONIC NVG12B o.oo... eee eeee ce eecce eee ees 
DM foe PUR SOEN . asisinicidnnas tanaies arcs vesaanvcnees PHONE 
ONG TAILIIIERS xc wea sos'ociow Ssutogs saaveuvaunavesne PHONE 
eV As TPIDAOOENG i csicasnn dsivsinne snc vawico’a mons niin’ PHONE 
DN AG, FIFI GGOEIS. ij kasnene sddnnnseciassmanwensaunsens PHONE 
AVG, PIRIFOOEIE | at isnssisterndiea nacensa cagardedvanee 


All video covered by our own 3 year guarantee (all parts, 
labour). Service carried out by our own qualified engineers. 
Next day delivery. All top brand names in stock. 


VISA & ACCESS 
RUS oe ORDER WELCOME 
(0386) 6071 SPECIALISTS 


37 Bridge St., Evesham 


GET THE BEST FOR LESS AT R.V.S. 
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LOW RATE 
FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 


COMPUTER TITLES MADE EASY 


From the originators of domestic titling software 


Professional quality titles for your video films are so easy with the right software. Our customers 
write— 

“Perfect. Absolutely amazed at the tape, wonderful value for money’’. Mr. S. Snyder. (Notts) 
“Wouldn't be without it’—Mr. R. Nye. (Chatham) 
“Greatly improved my video productions, giving them a far more professional appearance’'— 
Mr. G. Sweeny. (Middlesex) 
“Fantastic, brilliant’—Mr. R. Hickling (Notts) 
“A snip at the price’—WHAT VIDEO (May ’87) 
SUPERINTRO for the 48K or 128K Spectrum has multi-size text in four character styles. Fade, 
wipe, dissolve, cut or scroll your titles on individually controlled pages. Auto/manual timing. 
GRAPHIC DECORATIONS! Automatic line spacing and much more. Quick and easy to use. 
Superintro is a favourite around the world with professional and amateur film makers. 


WANT TO PROLONG THE LIFE 
, OF YOUR VCR? 


COPYRIGHT 


HALL YIDEO 
PRODUCTIONS 


Here is a new product that can help. A video cassette rewinder will 
quickly and economically rewind your tapes with the following 
advantages— 

@ Saves wear and tear on video head. Beta owners — during fast 
forward and rewind the tape remains in contact with the video 
head, leading to unnecessary wear and tear. A rewinder will 
drastically reduce this and increase the life of the head. 

@ Reduces general workload of VCR. 

@ Allow VCR to be in use while cassette is being rewound. 

@ Easy to operate — automatic power cut-off and auto soft ejection 

after cassette is fully rewound. 


NEW RELEASE! 
PROTITLER is now available. More power, more capacity, more of everything! Any line of text 
can be any size, any font, any colour, anywhere on screen. NO PRESET PAGES! Up to four 
screen effects between each line. 40 effects! Including 16 scrolls, pattern generators, curtain 
effects, and best of all, you can draw your own backgrounds! (Drawing program supplied.) 
Mr Anderson of Newton Abbot writes—'l thought you would have an awtul job to improve on 
“Superintro” but ‘‘Protitler"’ is fantastic. | just can’t leave it alone!” 
Full instructions are supplied for successfully recording the com {abet RF signal on any domestic 
VCR or you can fit your computer with a COMPOSITE VIDEO socket for direct connection. 
For the 128+ and 128+2 we supply a plug-in adaptor. 
For all 48K and the new 128+3 (disc drive) we supply a small socket which requires soldering 
into the computer. (An easy DIY job). Full instructions are supplied. 


PRICES @ 7-day trial — if not fully satisfied return the machine in its original 
SUPERINTHO £18 Te CUSTOMERS NOTICE packing and your money will be refunded. 
LER jate to a 
48/128+3 Socket £4 super low price!—Call us! @ 12 month guarantee. 


128+/128+2 Adaptor £5 


Special offer. Both programs + socket or adaptor. Just £35. 
All prices include postage in EEC. Add £1 for airmail anywhere. 
Phone your order if using ACCESS, EUROCARD or MASTERCARD. 
COD is available in GB only for an extra £2. 
Phone (8.30 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. GMT Mon-Sat) and we will send you more details or send a 
cheque/postal order for VERY prompt delivery. 


Available only from— 


HALL VIDEO PRODUCTS 


147 Gladstone St. Winsford, Cheshire CW7 4AU 
Phone 0606 551925 


M-63 Rewind only model VHS or BETA £29.95 inc. p&p 
KR24/23 Forwarder/rewinder + counter VHS or BETA £34.95 
(Please specify format) 


Please make cheques payable to: NEWCOM 
Send 


to: 
NEWCOM (Ref: Wh), 11/13 Benwell Road, 
London N7 7BL. Tel: 01-607 1244 


— TECHNICS — PHILIPS — NEC — AKAl — SHARP — CANON — FERGUSON — 
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY PRICE ON 
ANY MAKE OF TV — VCR - HI-FI 
H T — CAMCORDERS - MICROWAVES 


SPECIALIST IN CAMCORDERS 


SANYO SHARP 


SALE VHR-3100 


VHR-D500 . 


-A502 
VIDEO RECORDERS VHR-2700 Hii TELEFUNKEN 


3945 Long-play 
AKAI VS35 NEC 3935 
ates FREE 4 yrs guarantee 2892 Camcorder 


FERGUSON N-9120 SONY TV’s 
N-DX1000 FREE 4 yrs guarantee Sony KV27XRT UK’s BEST PRICE 
UK’s LOWEST PRICE = Sony KVX21T ... UK’s BEST PRICE 
N-DX 3000 Digital SPECIALPRICE SonyKVxX25T.. ... UK’s BEST PRICE 


FV13HH/G .UK’s lowest price SONY aaa 
FV14Nicam Hi-fi .... UK’s lowest price PANASONIC Sony CCDV5 UK’s BEST PRICE 
FV26 New UK’slowestprice Vg yog Sony CCDV200 UK’s BEST PRICE 


HITACHI NVG-45B .... "UK's BEST PRICE ’s 
. NVG-488 ... -._UK’SBESTPRICE ALL PANASONIC, SONY NEC, 

eo - HITACHI, TELEFUNKEN, SHARP, 
NVM-C10B FERGUSON, TOSHIBA, AMSTRAD 
uve 14" Colon TV's £135.00 

” Colour TV’s 0 
HADaoo . Ste 14” Remote £149.00 
HRD330/530 : SALE PANASONIC & HITACHI 


. SPECIAL PRICE 
SPECIAL PRICE | ’s BEST PRICES 


Just quote your Access/Barclaycard No. For immediate despatch 


HI-TEC ELECTRONICS GARCLAYEARD 


— OANVS — Y3SNOld — IHOVLIH — Ont: — JINOSVNVd — ANOS — 


124 HANWORTH RD., HOUNSLOW, TW3 1UG. 01-577 0935 (2 lines) 24 hour answering machine 
16 ST. JOHN'S RD., ISLEWORTH. 01-568 5734 01-568 0877 


WORLD WIDE EXPORT 


— SONY — PANASONIC — JVC — HITACHI — PIONEER — SANYO — 
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THIS MONTH’S BARGAINS 
RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES 


NP22 SONY SANYO inc. ci ccncseenssseiiess asseeenwasncanwiasan’ £19.95 
VBS0E PAanaSOmnie «..cisissctizevcass hex enassonaetneneerstaers £29.95 


KEWMODE LENS KIT 


14LS100 Tele-Wide Lens Kit x 0.5 x 1.5 including 
SLOPTINGS: sosccdeccs asides szacsaesvessseseezassensysees evsseeder voave £54.95 


KEWMODE ADAPTORS 
14TC100 Telecine 2.0... cceecccccscceeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeees 


14TP100 Teleprint .............. eeeseeeees 
T4CP 100: CamCorder POG) <.csctieccsaievavvs cos ceecwssnases £ 9.95 
KEWMODE FLUID HEAD TRIPODS 

CACC GC oe vesstcractcn cassstaliendienceaicontusesestciaeseobecnscels £44.95 

Master Fl MK 2 ices sscdicconstesvapensecsacctoscensbuysscuiateaes £49.95 

VidipOd CCF. scssscotssciesigenssis Seer emscrctennonaernrenss £79.95 
ANCILLARIES 

V1ITAVHS Hoad Cleaners ecciccassscviccnssavacsccoaccesacoess £ 4.95 

LIONS Care Kits” ss sascvvasescosesedsnnsccsersasarcessnsesecavsesssenes £ 4.99 


* Specify 46, 49, 52, 55 or 58 mm 


CYTRON 


Barclaycard and Access phone orders 


Call 0293-882369 


Orders by post to P.O. Box 112, 
Crawley, Sussex RH10 3YA 


— Full 1 year guarantee — 
— 24 Hour Answerphone Service — 
— All prices include VAT and postage — 


SEALED LEAD ACID BELTS 
r belt 


4AH 12V 


12v 12 amp/hr belt 
12v 6 amp/hr shoulder pack 
NICAD POWER BELTS 
9.6v 4 amp/hr camcorder belt 
12v 4 amp/hr belt 
12v 8 amp/hr belt 


* The 5 segment 4AH 12v 
Ni-Cad Belt gave 3 hours 
10 minutes recording 
time in a recent test 
report. 

@ All belts are fused and 
come complete with 
charger 

@ Adjustable from 32” 
to 46” waist sizes 


~ ALL ITEMS 


Mie] #GUARANTEED 
18 MONTHS 


TV AND VIDEO 
CONNECTING LEADS 


SCART to 1 BNC + PHONO (M) 
SCART to 1 BNC + 5 DIN (M/S) £7.00 
SCART to 1 BNC + 2 PHONO (S) £7.50 
SCART to 1 PHONO + 1 PHONO (M) £5.50 
SCART to 1 PHONO + 2 PHONO (S) £7.00 
SCART to 1 PHONO + 5 DIN (M/S) £7.00 
SCART to SCART (M/S) 
SCART to 2 BNC + 2 PHONO (M) 
SCART to 2 BNC + 4 PHONO (S) £11.50 

SL10. SCART to 2 PHONO + 2 PHONO (M) £7.50 

SL11 SCART to 2 PHONO + 4 PHONO (S) £8.50 

SL12 SCART to 2 PHONO + 5 DIN (M/S) £8.50 

SL13 SCART to 2 BNC + 5 DIN (M/S) £8.50 

SL14 SCART to SCART (M/S) 

SL15 SCART (Video) to 8 DIN TV 

SL16 SCART (Video) to 7 DIN TV 

SL17 SCART (Video) to 8 DIN TV 

SL18 6 DIN (Video) to SCART TV 

VL1 BNC to BNC 

VL2 BNC to PHONO 

VL3 BNC to UHF 

VL4 PHONO to PHONO 

VL5 5M BNC to BNC 


CAMCORDER DUBBING LEADS 
For transferring from Camcorder to standard 
Video 
MINI 8 pin plug to 1 BNC + PHONO £12.50 
MINI 8 pin plug to 1 PHONO + 1 PHONO £11.50 
MINI 8 pin plug to 1 BNC + 5 DIN £12.50 
MINI 8 pin plug to 6 DIN £12.00 
10 pin CAMERA plug to 1 PHONO + 2 
PHONO £14.00 
10 pin CAMERA plug to 1 BNC + 2PHONO £18.00 
10 pin CAMERA plug to 1 BNC + 5 DIN £14.50 
10 pin CAMERA EXTENSION LEAD 10 metre £28.00 
Universal copy kit £7.95 
Universal SCART kit £12.95 
ANY LEADS NOT LISTED PLEASE CONTACT US 
FOR A QUOTATION 


BATTERY PACKS 


12 Volt NI-CAD Rechargeable Belt Pack 

4 AmpHour Lightweight pack gives 3-5 hours 

recording depending on video. Complete with Belt, 

Charger, Cigar socket £62.45 

Needs appropraite Car cord to use. 

BP90 Professional Replacement Pack 12 Volt 4AH 
£89.00 

NP22 Replacement Pack £21.95 

Faulty or dead NI-CAD Packs. Send them to us for 

Re-cell service. Cheaper than buying a replacement. 


CREATIVE VIDEO FILTER KITS 


317 Colour/Soft Haze Effect kit 

318 3 Colour Filter kit ; 
319 Multi-effect kit £22.95 
The above kits comprise 3 effects plus adaptors to 
fit any Camcorder/Camera. 


FILM TO VIDEO 
TRANSFER EQUIPMENT 
Transfer Slides/Films to Video using your 

Camcorder/Video camera. 

Model 601 

Director Model with Titling kit 
Imager Photo print to Video unit 


SWITCHING UNITS 


TV Selector. Pushbutton unit allows selection of 3 
signal sources. 

Standard co-ax input/output connections £4.95 
Audio-Video Switching unit. Enables up to 4 A/V 
inputs to be switched to either of 2 A/V outputs, or 2 
A inputs to be switched to up to 4 A/V outputs, or 
allows 3 videos to be connected and any 
combination of inputs/outputs to be switched. Full 
instructions supplied. All connections, Phone 
sockets £38.00 inc. p.p. 
VCR944 Scart Switching Unit 

Allows permanent connection of 2 Videos to a TV 
with Video and Audio connections 


TUNER TIMER 


Hitachi VT-TU70E 
Few only, brand new £39.95 


SECONDHAND OFFERS 


Panasonic NV-8170 Video Cassette Players 
Professional VHS Playback only models. Replays 
both PAL and NTSC signals. STEREO DOLBY 
AUDIO. 

Price £100.00 each Carriage extra. 
Barco 1634 Professional Colour Monitors 
16 inch Portable Colour Monitor with BNC Video 
input + SDIN Audio input. Superb quality 
reproduction. 
Price £100.00 each Carriage extra. 


£6.50 


TELEPHONE ORDERS NORMALLY 
DESPATCHED ON THE SAME DAY 


LEKTROPACKS 


MAIL ORDER 
141 BATH ROAD 
HOUNSLOW, MIDDX TW3 3BT 
Tel: 01-572 9737 


CALLERS BY APPOINTMENT 


VIDEO ENHANCERS 
AND PROCESSORS 
VH-607 £39.50 
Controls for SHARPNESS/SOFT plus 
VIDEO GAIN/CUT. Built ia Audio Filter 
network. 2 Outputs. Connections: 
PHONO. 9 Volt operation. 

Mains Adaptor £5.75 extra. 
vCR1044 £79.95 
Controls for VIDEO BOOST/CUT, 
SHARPNESS, VIDEO NOISE 


REDUCTION. SWITCH for VCR1 to 
VCR2 or VCR2 to VCRI1 allows 
permanent connection to TV with A/V 


nput. 
Connections: SCART, 240 Volt a.c. 


VCR2044 £179.00 
Controls for COLOUR, CONTRAST, 
SHARPNESS, NOISE REDUCTION, 
VIDEO FADER, AUDIO FADER, 4 
INPUT AUDIO/VIDEO SWITCH, 5 
QUTPUT DISTRIBUTION AMP. 
Connections: SCART, BNC, Phono. 


VCR3044 =£269.00 
Controls as VCR2044 plus 
BRIGHTNESS CONTROL, SPLITLINE 
ON-SCREEN COMPARISON facility, 
plus AUDIO MIXER with MIC/LINE/ 
VCR inputs and extra 6DIN A/V output. 


We can supply all leads for the 
Vivanco range of processors. 


Kramer Professional Range 
Superb performance, 
10 MHz bandwidth. 
£224.96 
£324.58 
£486.38 
Full spec. on request. 


S MICROPHONES 


MTLS10 Super Directive Video Mic. 
Eliminate Background noise. Short/ 
Long distance switch. Supplies with 
Windshield/Battery/Holder. 

Fits most Camcorders £36.00 


Wireless Lapel Mic. 
200ft. Range/Receiver fits all 
Camcorders £59.95 


TRIPODS 


Cadet FT Fluid Head, Quick 
Release £44.95 
Master FT Geared Elevator, Leg brace, 
Fluid Head, Quick release £49.95 
Vidipod CC Heavy Duty, Spring 

d £79.95 


hea 
Propod 2 Professional H.D. £84.95 


VIDEO CAMERA POWER 
SUPPLY UNIT 8PS 1203 


Allows you to connect any camera with 
10 pin lead to videos not fitted with 
camera socket. Unit fitted with BNC 
video + phono audio + 3.5mm. Plugs 
(other fittings also available). £39.50 + 

£3.50 p.p. 


BETAMAX BLANK TAPES 


Bulk Duplication Packs, 
TDK/SONY/3M. 
10 for £10.00 + £2.60 p.p. 
10 for £12.50 + £2.60 p.p. 


ae 
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L370 
L430 


VIDEOS RECORDERS 
AKAIVS-23EK .........sccsseeeeee 


OUR PRICE IS RIGHT 


CAMCORDERS 
Hitachi VMC-30........2......00... £899.00 


Ws 


| tt Mf M4 Z 


a" 


FREEPOST LEEDS LS17 9YR @ (0532) 886529 


PRODUCERS ASSISTANT 


Pal Canshen Conran 


MNES a 

POOEK waicepeces itachi VM-600 ................. eee P.ring z 
Hitachi VT-520E ... SVE GRD sscscccvegeseverccesscesas d P.ring AT9850 HEADSET MICROPHONE Za 
Hitachi VT-530E Panasonic NVMC-108 ........... £1095.00 audio-technica. § 
Hitachi VT-522E ... Panasonic NVM-7B............... £1095.00 


Hitachi VT-430E i Monttor your own voice whilst di fessional 
Hitachi VT-580E sled we vl cere, naraton pathy Hdebcgpal oe 
; Ui nica’: Headset Mi jh f eadban 
ANC HRD-S2OEK «nn £299.00 Bauer VCC-526 ... Paul glmenaw Communicate Simp} luge ° 
WPUUEIN wccccvces eee PS = in fo your 
JVCHRD-7O0EK «....... .. £449.00 sory COD-VOOE.. ashlee in is usa or Super / 
JVC HRD-530EK ......... ... £650.00  SonyCCD-V200E ................. Poe aerate run see commana: UNG 
ghtweight’ system. 
Panasonic NVG-40B ..... ... £349.00 TELEVISION 
Freon EBRD Goggcrd azn | | Me” Rano ecm ~~ 
; 4 ee s Sony KV-M14 ........... .... £239.00 —— © ADJUSTABLE HEAD BAND & MIC BOOM FOR 
Panasonic NVD-80B ..... £699.00 Sony KV-M14 TEXT £290.00 BEST LISTENING & SOUND PICK-UP 
Sanyo VHR-4150 ......... ....£299,00 Sony KV-211XMT....... -. £429.00 © CONNECTS TO ANY 3.5mm MICROPHONE Microphone unit 
Sanyo VHR-4350 ......... """g349.00 | SonyKV-21XTU......... . £449.00 JACK & HEADPHONE SOCKET 
Sanyo VHRD-500........ £529.00 Sony KV-25XTU.......... £529.00 Headphone Plug (Black — 
SanyoVHRD-6170................ £699.00  SonyKV-27XRT......... £599.00 | | — Oe oe id ORDER TODAY! 
magna Panasonic TC-1485 £189.00 © ruones “Or send SAE. 
vol ae ape eave cine Panasonic TX-2......... £369.00 sees MIC IN for illustrated 
MTEC) sessascemrewitonn ey Hitachi CPT-2128........ £429.00 Microphone Plug (Red) aT 
VIDEO TAPES Hitachi CPT-2198........ 1290.) SS SS SS 
nar... rn £329.00 ORDER TODAY BY TELEPHONE © (0532) 886529 
OT neo Tres (OR FILL IN COUPON AND SEND BY FREEPOST—NO STAMP REQUIRED) 
£28.00forTen  EC-30SHG _.. £39.00 for Ten Please send me the following AT9850 order by return of post: 
£38.00forTen  EC-30PRO -... £48.00 for Ten we — TEM GOROPIGNE PRICE ms 
[___AT9850 HEADSET MICROPHONE _| [£49.95 
WE AIM TO COMPETE. PLEASE INFORM US. J Total Enclosed (Add $2.00 P/P) [| s | 


SECURICOR DELIVERY MAINLAND U.K. ADD £8.00. 


| enclose cheque/PO/money order payepie {2 Foul SrmanOW aD) 


Communications, or please debit my 


ALL GOODS BRAND NEW BOXED. FULLY GUARANTEED. Communications, of please debit nly 
BUY WITH CONFIDENCE. ESTABLISHED OVER 15 YEARS g eG ae at Bbeliicsacsanss 
NGG is Si ces ci cctg enna sams OCICSS 0036 viscays a. sai ge oeiahee spain’ 
JUPITER AUDIO CENTRE |[[/% eee Post Code.......... 
76 TOOTING HIGH STREET, TOOTING, LONDON SW17 ORN Send to: Paul Grimshaw Communications a 
TEL: 01-767 1006 MAIL ORDERS TEL: 01-767 2810 EN FREEPOST VISA 
ee 


TELEX 8954958 SHARET G/M343 FAX 01-278 6954 


LEEDS LSI7 9YR a \ , Y \ 


Full Orchestral 


SHOW TIME 
copyright free 


music and sound effects 


“SHOW TIME” copyright free background 
music tracks are proper orchestral recordings 
made using real instruments! Not a synthesized 
sound in sight! Ideal for commercial or amateur 
use. 

A FOUR-ALBUM SET featuring an excellent 
range and variety of moods and themes to suit 
your most exacting requirements. Yes, that’s 
four times C60 compact cassettes, or nigh on 
four hours of music and sound effects . . . you'll 
never run out of sound!! 

“SHOW TIME” 
4-Album Music & Effecis Library £40.00 
Post & Packing £1.00 
HERNARD ‘JUMBO’ TITLING OUTFIT [Gun MicROPHONE with switche 


Over 1000 letters and characters in 3-dimensional solid |ble, uni or super-directional, pattern. 
form. Fully comprehensive outfit with full alphabet in {High quality electret boom-type with 
three sizes — 45mm, 20mm, and 10mm — upper & lower |handgrip, windshield etc. Ideal for out- 
case condensed and expanded letters. Handy target, c/w \door subjects, broadcasts, stage, video 


/ Mi” | a 


MPS PROFESSIONAL 
Now in Stock 


THE RANGE OF 
VIVANCO ENHANCERS 


AND MIXERS 


MODELS 
1044 e 
ov 
2044 Pn {ces 
3044 ol " 


PHONE FOR DETAILS 
ON THESE TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS MADE IN GERMANY 


Also in Stock 


the new range from 


KRAMER 


MODELS 
VS2E ENHANCER 


VS4E ENHANCER 


coloured background sheets. Supplied in durable luses (p&p £1.50) £39.96 
VSIIE2 COLOUR CORRECTOR (Addl £2 p&p). » See ET ae £82.00 
RS TET 
We also stock a full range of USE THE AUTO MIXER ... when two, or more, pean 
Cables, Microphones and Accessories. Phone for details pieces of information need to be recorded and bal- 
anced for volume; our MIXER will allow you to give THE 
your soundtracks a ‘professional gloss’ with ease. 
MPS PROFESSIONAL TELEPHONE ORDERS S.A.E. brings leaflet or send (add p&p £1.50) £49.30 Winteene 
Phot & Video Sales & Hire CALL IN AND SEE US, Mon-Fri 9.30-Spm, Sats 
RING 091 261 8166 l0am-Ipm, or make use of our wordvide MAL 


48 DORSET ST. LONDON 


Newcastle upon Tyne 
W1H 3FH 01-935 2580 


ORDER SERVICE you can pay by ACCESS, VISA, 
MASTERCHARGE or cheque. 24-hour answering. 
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01-225 0322 SONY. 01-225 0323 
MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 


Video 8 Pro Camera CCDV200' 


CCDV50 CCD V90 HANDYCAM PRO 


PHONE US TO SAVE YOU MONEY WORLD WIDE EXPORT REPAIRS SERVICE 


ALL WALKMANS AND VIDEO ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE. 
WALKMAN | Videos | Audio Portable CDs 
Oe CCD v200 Equipment Mane) 
FH 606 


CCDV 50 D40 
CCDV 30 FH 404CD DT 40 
XVT 500 FH 1205CD D 88 
: SLF 25 D 150 
XVC 700 
All range of W/Mans in stock SGV 4 
mms «= XVT 600 ICR 7600DA 
RME 100 ICF 7600DS 
EVS 800 
FH ICF 7600D 
ICF 20001D 
ICF 5100 
ICF PRO 80 
AIR 7 
ICF SWiS 
KVP 14U KV 19XMTU KVX 21TU FH 1000 
KVM 14U KV 211XMTU KVX 25TU 
KVM 14TU KV 211MTU KV 27XRTU 
New Sony Profeel Systems 27” Now Available 


Knightsbridge Electronics 


155 KNIGHTSBRIDGE LONDON SW1 
NEAREST TUBE IS KNIGHTSBRIDGE (PICCADILLY LINE) 


q 


cE @ 
1249.99 @ 


Full Size VHS 1249.99 @ 124.99 
Camcorder 
CCD Camera 
x8 Zoom 7 Lux 
As Above, with e 
Genlock 
CCD Camera 
x12 Zoom 10 Lux 
LCD Digital 
Scanner 3 Head 
LCD Digital 
Scanner 8 Hour Rec 
Digital P.1.P. 
LCD Digital Scanner 
: Digital P.1.P. 
Remote Control 
4/8 Hour Record : 
Digital Scanner 
Digital Picture 
Hi-Fi Sound 
VHS Portable 
Incl Carry Case 
Digital Audio 
Visual Mixer 
Pro Camcorder 
PCM Digital 
Pro Handycam 
Camcorder 
Digital Handycam 
Camcorder : : 
Auto Focus 
Camcorder 
8mm Recorder 
PCM 6 Channel Stereo | 
Betamax Video 
|.R. Remote Control 
Audio Video 349.99 @ 
Processor : OS 


DESCRIPTION 
VHS 'C’ Camcorder 


DEPOSIT 
1 
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127.99 
149.99 
39.99 


42.99 
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TRU-Fl Sound & Vision Ltd. 10-12 Grosvenor Road, — "MAIL ORDER SERVICE DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR 


-SQUINDLIMGIFGVE 


AUDIO VIDEO EDITOR 


Video Blanket wipe pattern 
generator plus Audio Mixer. 
“Add some life to your Editing”. 


The Ultimate Processor 
Ideal for VTR Editing and Transfer 


£199 + £3.00 oe 


Vision Mixer £199 + £2.50 p&pHclewi Ry!) 
A + B Key, Caption & Stereo Audio Inputs with at least 30 


effects. 
£69 + £2.50 p&p 
Total £71.50 
PAL Encoder £149 + £2.50 p&phelea eR!) 
For use with Gen Locked Computers 


PAL Colouriser £199 + £2.50 p&pReleyy RT") 
For Computer or Monochrome Camera Input. 


Video Distributor 
One In Five Out 


Please send cheques for total prices stated to: 


COOMBE PRODUCTS LTD. 


21 MILL ROAD. LISS, HAMPSHIRE GU33 7BD. Tel: LISS (0730) 895278 (24hrs.) 
For enquiries and further information write to above address or ring 24 hour service 


8mm Camcorder 

Full Accessories be 
8mm Camcorder 1099.99 @ 
Shutter Speed A.F. oC eae 


: 8mm Camcorder 1049.99 @ 
: Shutter Speed A.F. : oS 
3003 VHS C Camcorder 799.99 
A.F. Power Zoom AG 
1 FCOG VHS C Camcorderr 499. 
Pee Full Accessories 


8mm Camcorder 1499.99 @ 
Pro Remote Control ee 


AY 


Full Size VHS 
Camcorder A.F. 


VHS Video Prog 

Remote Control 

VHS Hi-Fi Video 
Full Remote 


TRU-FI Sound & Vision Ltd. 2 Central Parade, Warwick 


Phone quote your Access Barclaycard or credit charge card (Lombard) or send cheque 
with order. Add £4.99 per parcel. Securicor delivery to your door anywhere UK 
mainland. Export enquiries welcome. Interest free credit. Ring for details. @ Price 
charter if you can find a better deal elsewhere tell us and we will beat your price. 
Cash and credit card buyers catered for. Please ring for details @ 


Aldershot, Hants. Phone (0252) 26390. 9.30-6.00pm - 6 
days. Retra-members. 
The UK’s most successful Hi-Fi Video TV Dealer. 


Quadrant, London Hill, Redhill, Surrey. Phone (07377) 
66128. 9.30-6pm — 6 days. Retra-members. 
The UK’s most successful Hi-Fi Video TV Dealer. 
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JOHN TODD VIDEO SERVICES 


MAIL ORDER OR CASH ON DELIVERY 
VHS BASIC HOME VIDEOS BETAMAX VIDEO RECORDERS 


Ferguson 3V29 Top Loading Electronic ALL IN PRISTINE CONDITION! 1 Year’s Gueraies Sony SLC20UB Front Loading 
Ferguson 3V35 Front Loading Electronic ... Sony SLC5UB Top Loading .. ..£85.00 | Sony SLC30B Front Loading 
Panasonic NV2000 Top Loading Electronic £140. 00 Sony SLC6UB Front Loading Sony SLF30UB Front Loadi 
Sharp 800/900 Front Loading £150. Sony SLC7UB Top Loading Sony FLHF100UB Stereo Hi- 


Sony SLC9UB Front Loading .. 
PORTABLE VIDEO RECORDERS TUNER TIMERS NEW FERGUSON F.S.T. TELEVISIONS 

Canon VR30 recorder only £350.00 WITH TW) YEARS GUARANTEE 
: Seville mig "50. . Ferguson Designer 2051 F.S.T Non Text, Boxed 

anasonic ol 00 . Ferguson Designer 2052 F.S.T Remote Non Text 
Ferguson 3V24 recorder Ferguson 5984 Stereo/Teletext F.S.T. ............ 
Ferguson 3V06 recorder . Ferguson 66H3 Stereo/Fastext F.S.T. ............ 
Panasonic NV100B outfit. ae Ferguson 22B5 Prof. Teletext TV Monitor, Used ... 
Sony SLF1UB recorder .... ; ” $3000 MANY NEW F.S.T TEXT STEREOTEXT ALL AT BELOW TRADE PRICE AND ALL NEW 
Orion VHS Compact, mains play back only with RF out and line out £110.00 : ALMOST NEW 660cmv/26in TELETEXT TV/RGB MONITORS With two 
SLF1 UB portable video recorder used back to orignal spec £320 |Hitachi VTTU7OE line-out £40.00 years guarantee 10 only (Black) £150. 


FERGUSON COLOUR TV, Stereo/T.T. Separate akers 
MULTI-FUNCTION HOME VCRs (useful for Editing) 2985 Professional Series. RGB input. Disc input. BBC Micro 
Ferguson 3V43 VHS, stereo hi-fi, LP-SP insert video audio dub, etc., etc. camera input. Audioline in 2 channels. Very comprehensive TV receiver 
Ferguson 3V23 VHS, remote Doiby edit, start, cue, repeat, camera socket A 
Ferguson 3V31 VHS, stereo, remote insert video, audio dub, camera socket, etc. .... fa y Some used 
Ferguson 3V32 VHS, stereo, remote insert video, audio dub, LP-SP, camera socket 


Sony SLHF950 Stereo Hi-Fi .. 


VA279 Shoulder frame strap 3V41 

VA283 Hi-cap battery 3V41/3V50/3C03 .. 

VA284 Car battery adaptor 3V41/3V50 . 

VA286 Character generator 3V41/3V50/3C01 /3C0a/3C02 
VA287 Soft case 3V31/3V50 

VA292 Softcase 3V46 .. 

VA294 Shoulder strap 3V50 . - 
VA295 A/C adaptor charger 3V41/3V50/3C03 

VA298 Super hi-cap battery, 90mins. 3C01 ... 

VA299 Shoulder strap 3C02 , 

VA300 Camera softcase3C02 ...... sfoaegnaaies 
VA301 Battery charger 3V33/3C01/3V46_ 


Ferguson 3V24 Portable Video Recorder, VH5 3 | FERGUSON 
hours, Ferguson 3V20 Camcorder & Ferguson3V25 VA214 Pecharsoabie betiery V2: seevneeneenes 
Tuner/Timer charger. Complete with new battery, A cd) a erlhcely t  ar 
handbook, RF leads etc. £390 | Vaoi7 Soncese 3V04 recorder 
USED CAMCORDERS IN STOCK VA224 Car cord 3V/24 recorder .. 
always change but usually 


VA231 Remote pause switch 

VA235 Camera to home video adaptor. 
Sony HVC 2000P 
SonyHVC 3000P 


VA246 10metre VHScameracable .......... 
VA248 Remote controller 3V29/30 .........%... 
SonyHVC 4000P .. 
Panasonic WVP 100E 


|se2naparoeeneatyie' 
gssssssss 


VA260 Recorder remote 3V40 (3V33/34) ......... 
VA262 Battery 30mins. 3V33/3C01/3V46. .. 
VAze4 WC dower adaptor 3v9/960 /3V46 VA302 Shoulder strap 3C01.. 
Panasonic WVP 200E .. from £450.00 VA265 Baitory charger 3V33/3V46 . ieee ee VA308 Carbattery adaptor/charger 3V41/3V50/3C03 
Panasonic A1 . from £300.00 | va266 Car battery adaptor 3V33/3C01/3V46 VA310 2hour battery 3V50/3C03 
Ferguson 3V20A .... £135.00 ane ws (Cl ceseste soap VSS SVE SYST VA311 Shoulder strap 3C03............ 
le contro! aves 
B/W Security Camera .. ay OO | Vvaz71 Gamera soft case 3V34 ‘26.50 | YAS'8 1 hour battery 3VS0/3C03 
Some used Camcorders VA272 Camera shoulder strap 3V34_.. SONY 
CCK5 5 metre camera ext. cable 
All above items of equipment are used but aging with sawed low hours unless otherwise stated. Mail Order, Phone Access Visa or Mail CCK10 10metreext.cable ....... 
Cheques/POs to: mn, Todd Video Services, max. 7-10 days. Please add £8.00 P&P insured delivery (videos and cameras only), other items | CMA1010 Camera convertor Beta to VHS 3 
£2.00. Showroom and test facilities available for callers. Cash on delivery service (UK Mainland only). a blade ola 
1e\ r ext. 2000/3000/- camera . 
PHONE US FOR ANY USED CAMERA REQUIREMENTS s Camera remote 3000/4000 run/stop/zoom 
FAX: 0785 223137 Prop: H. GRETTON MANY F1 ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE. RING AND CHECK STOCK. 
JOHN TODD VIDEO SERVICES paid misc. ACCESSORIES es 
¢ Hitachi AP4K Adaptor. Most cameras to home 
| BARCLAYCARD. 
Callers 32 MARSH STREET, STAFFORD ST16 3DB. Orders Sharp AAt26H Gamerasdapiorighome VOR =. 
| Hitachi AC7000 Charger adaptor 12 volt 2.5 amp 
Welcome TEL. 0785 48202/43447 Welcome Sony camera to home VCR use AP4K and CMA1010 


FOR CONNECTION BETWEEN TWO VIDEO RECORDERS OR A 
CAMCORDER AND VIDEO RECORDER 


THE MK1 UNIT ALLOWS YOU TO FADE VIDEO AND AUDIO IN OR OUT - 
MIX IN BACKGROUND MUSIC AND/OR VOICE OVERS 


THE VAF 1 ke [ous 


FEATURES 


NEW * COPYGUARD x NEW 


+ SYNC-PULSE 


CORRECTO PROCESSOR 


THIS UNIT GIVES YOU CONTROL OF VIDEO A.G.C. 


FEATURES 


* Simultaneous video + audio fade using 
one control 

* Independent video + audio fade 

* Audio mix + crossfade 

* Microphone pre-amp control 
Hi-or-Lo impedance 

* a sound on sound + audio 

ul 

* Mono or stereo 

* Powered by internal battery for 
portabili 

* Full one year guarantee 


A STRAIGHT ‘NO FRILLS’ VIDEO AUDIO FADER 
ALL THIS 


* Guaranteed Results 

* Phono Input + Output 

* Sync-pulse restoration and 
noise suppression 

* Removes Copyguard 

%* Connects between two video 
recorders 


DON’T GET RIPPED OFF — YOU COULD PAY £20 MORE FOR A UNIT THAT 
DOES THE SAME AS THE SPP. 


AMSTRAD VIDEO TITLING PROGRAM 
FOR USE WITH THE AMSTRAD CPC — 464-664-6128 COMPUTERS 


TAPE £10.99 
DISC £14.99 


%* MULTI-COLOUR SCREEN and TEXT 

* VARIABLE SPEED DISPLAY 

* DOUBLE or NORMAL HEIGHT CHARACTERS 
* SELF-CENTERING TEXT 

%* WORKS IN MODE 1 or MODE 2 

* SCROLL 


* FULL EDIT, VIEW, LOAD and SAVE FUNCTIONS 


i THE PROGRAM IS MENU DRIVEN, + MP-1 + MP-2 MODIFICATION KIT * 
i oon Ue Ene EXTREMELY EASY TO USE AND VERY convent YOUR MODULATOR TO GIVE A 
Independent video fade TO TRANSFER TITLES TO VDEO TAPE W ip — GOMPOSITE VIDEO SIGNAL FOR DIRECT 
* Independent audio fade oF FREE — VIDEO FILE PROGRAM TO CONNECTION TO YOUR VIDEO RECORDER. 
* Audio dub CATALOGUE ALL OF YOUR VIDEO TAPES @ COMPLETE KIT WITH INSTRUCTIONS £6.99 
%* Phono inputs + outputs ALL PRODUCTS ARE DESPATCHED BY RETURN WITH FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


* Full one year guarantee 
To order or for details please contact: 


A. C.T. ELECTRONICS Tel: 0637 881319 


UNIT 7 — BLUE LANTERN ARCADE — ST. COLUMB MAJOR — CORNWALL — TR9 6RL 


— FOR ONLY! 


* * * A MUST FOR ALL VIDEO ENTHUSIASTS x x x 
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217-218 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON we Fax 01-636 1075 


SUMMER SALE NOW ON 


Akai VS35EK .............00cc000- £325 FujiP600 ................ccceeeee EFI ING. GROG ios dens since vase stens 
Akai VS23EK ..........cccceeeeeee £289 Sony CCDV5O, phone for best... SALE J-V.C.C140EK/KM ............... SALE 


JN.C.C210EK/KM ............... SALE 
Fe on FV20 Prrrrrrrer errs Ti SALE Sony CCDV90 Ne end ihn Cpew  tgee Gee £1299 ” ”" " ”" 
FergusonFV12 £339 SonyCCDV100 «0.2... Ue RE lB cn el la SALE 
Ferguson FV21 SALE Sony CCDV200instock............ SALE Se tr erage ane See 
Ferguson FV22 SALE ©SonyCCDV7UB .............00. £659 hse pt lus ci cach SALE 
Ferguson FV13 ethan neces SALE Sei seme aie Oat NO ate Pevecno 14”, 16”, 21", 33” SALE 
Ferguson FV26 ................4. SALE See NO) -eennenpentasenenreg? Goodmans 9” monitor ............ £179 


CANOMEO: <aicssisn saseresirawterts tec £899 vr: 94" Of" OQN 
FergusonFV14 .................5 SALE Philips'14%,21".25", 28" 5.000 SALE 
tiresome VR2000 ca £21 9 Canon VME2 eee eee eee ee £859 Hitachi 14”, 15%, 21 8 28" 8 atutvesatine SALE 


Hitachi VT580 ..............00000. Vase C-VHS/VHS CAMCORDERS 


Hitachi VT520 ...........sceeceeee SALE FergusonFCO6 .........ccs00e- £465 ACCESSORIES 

Hitachi VT430 ..........s.sssesee. SALE FergusonFC0S ...........0 $929 JVCUXCT vccccccccsecsesesseses. £225 
Hitachi VT450 .................0... SALE Ferguson PGOA. mcciscccBsccation ot SALE Sansui VX99_..... ccc ccccccceceee £399 
Le Alg | 0 2.) Serene SALE HitachiVMC40_ .................. SALE Panasonic WJX10 ............... SALE 
POE. FRDAOD oc ccircnnsvannonbions SALE Hitachi VM600..................... £1099 Vivanco VCR3044 ........00..... SALE 
JV.C.HRD230 oo... eee eee SALE JV.C.GRCQEG .........0..00. £475 Vivanco VCR2044 .............. SALE 
JV.C.HRD530- eee eeeeeeeee SALE JV.C.GRC11EG ow... £569 Vivanco VCR1044/944 ......... SALE 
JV.C.HRD500 eee eeeeeeee SALE JV.C.GRC7 .......cceceeee £BGQ SONYNP22 ...........ceeeerereeess £25 
JM.C.HRD700 00.0... cece eee SALE JV.C.GRC45 .............000008 SALE SonyNP59/77.............-:00 SALE 
JN.C.HRD750 uo... seeeeseeees SALE SharpVLC73 ...........ccee SALE JV.C. Batteries... SALE 
Panasonic NVG40 ................ £329 PanasonicMC10................-. £1099 Ferguson Batteries ............... SALE 
Panasonic NVG45 .......0...0..- £399 PanasonicN7 ...............00- £1099 Canon Batteries .................. SALE 


PanasonicohVG48 SALE PanasonicMS ...............000+ £1029 Hesse cea tee Sate 
Panasonic NVD80 ..............-. SALE, Telefunken (JV.C. cone)......... E798 SonyACP8B sa... cco £89 
SANYO D100 an ccinoine scnncamennsode SALE Philips (JV.C. clone) ............ £859 JVC APP-1 £89 
Sanyo 3300 ..........:ceeeeeeeeeees SALE PORTABLES Panasonic VW-AC18 ............... £25 
SanyoD500_...................6. £509 : HitachiBB22. ......................8. £35 
NEC9053 .....eececccssescseeeees SALE hse Se et gine PRCT VTP? ones cnssnnniinncnoss £35 
NEC DX3000 ..........0c.cc0eee-. £499 aidan ee ee Panasonic VB-M3 .................. £39 
doped ROOD ae SALE Panasonic NV10 ..... ecsssswesestoen £30 

Sharp VC D801 best...........+-+. SALE BRAND TAPES VIDEO CAMERAS 
SEED VGATIO! a nssninednniien SALE £120VHS ooo... ceeeeeeeeeee £2.19 HitachiVCL840 .................. £289 
SSL nn sain sannate £359SALE E180VHS oe £2.39 HitachiVC1600 .................. £449 
Sony EVS800 ...............6..066 SALE EC30C-VHS .............0000004. £3.59 PanasonicF10200............... £1269 
SONY: QUE QO ccs cdersanaswintnnnsaee PS-90 Video 8 .............6.:0ceee £7.49 PanasonicF10100............... £1069 
PRINPS 6470 ass svagigatessurincnents PS-60.Vid60 8 ......2555ssesesesens : Panasonic F10150............... 


EXPORT CENTRE 


National NV30................:00 £329 


NationalNV33....-.. SALE | a wee a 1 6 gaye 


National NV500 .............0004. SALE Showrooms at: 
ee oo SALE 223 Tottenham Court Rd., London W1 ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 
Aiwa700paV/secam .......... £239 15 Tottenham Court Rd., London W1 MAIL ORDER WELCOME 


JVC. SBOE oo. eeeerees SALE 43 Church St., Croydon, Surrey FREE DELIVERY UK MAINLAND 


Fitacht VU41& occas sxoswenemes anes £300 We can beat any price quoted from any other dealer at your time of 
Hitachi VT428 ...................8. £340 purchase! 


All Prices correct at time of going to press and are subject to change without prior notice. 
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JVC TUNER TIMER 
PROGRAMMABLE TIMER 


MULT! USE 
LIST PRICE £254.00 


i a speciaL ofFeR £49.99 
} at. = * TU-26EK NOW we WAA 
; ; CLEARING AT \SS AL 
RDER WHILE STOCK LAST. 
CCD-V90 Handycam Pro ° soaks 
@ Autofocus @ Edit search 
@ Auto-white balance @ Date/time character Gen. 
@ Variable speed shutter @ SP/LP recording speeds 
@ Manual iris control @ Noisless still & frame advance 
@ Record-review @ Power zoom 


@ Colour balance @ Macro 


- te yee 
{ : ; 


THE XVC 700 MULTI COLOUR CORRECTOR 


* Colour correction—Joystick control adjusts  % Phase Correction—Adjust strength of outlines 
overall colour cast, thus allowing continuous around images, useful in compensating for 
correction of white balance, and special effects. false outlines created by generation copying. 


C-140EK/KM ee 


%* Wipe contro!—Select up to 15 different wipe © * Audio Mixing—Allows editing of audio as well 
effects in 8 separate colours. as video. 14” (34cm V) Colour TV 
F i * Nega/Posi—Reverses a positive image to @ 7 systems (C-140KM); receives broadcasts and monitors prerecorded tapes 
* bad TBS tpt aha DAS pe or vice versa. P for most of the world’s colour systems @ Full-function wireless remote control @ 


30-channel preset capacity @ Multi-function on-screen display @ Built-in timer for 
both automatic TV switch-on (up to 24 hours in 1-hour increments) and switch-off 
(30/60/90/120 minutes) @ Automatic voltage switching (C-140KM): 120-240V 
AC, 50/60Hz @ Telescopic rod aerial provided. 

D: 370(W) x 342(H) x 378(D)mm W: 9.7kg. 


* Gamma pt ere ee for correcting a ‘Ultimate versatility in adjusting colour balance, 
Subject which is too bright or too dark correcting brightness, strengthening images, and 
compared to the background. adding wipes and fades. 


FEATURES 


Video and stereo sound to make 12 copies at one time or 
Monitor TV Enhanced Image VCR(REC) up to 10sets ci lig TREES, ; 
Monitor a VCR(PB) up to 2 sets ~ Restores sync shape for stable, accurate recordings. 


Cy |__ oe Permits side-by-side comparisons of original and pro- 
k* w A cessed video on single monitor. 


B 
ER Fase 


eet Epes: Bee Permits comparison of original and processed video using 


ole, 60¢ 900 o6© 7 two manhor 
; | i q a ea of 


OFF ON 


ise CI | __ey Allows correction of low or high video levels from the 


z igs te playback machine. 
FUTEK FA-404 Dubbing Center processes both 


video and audio and is capable of driving up to twelve Allows correction of improper playback audio levels. 
VCRs for dubbing purposes or 12 video monitors for 9 video Noise Suppression System: 

demonstration purposes. Video processing includes Allows control of video noise in the picture. 
professional-type enhancement and noise reduction. Au juction 

Audio processing provides noise(hiss) reduction. Reduces tape hiss. 
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385/407 Bearwood Road, 

Smethwick, Warley, 

mail order ~ West Midlands. B66 4DJ 
[% 


021-429-6756 3 a Se established 1971 


Kodak 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY, SERVICE & PRICES 
BLANK AUDIO & VIDEO CASSETTES 


PLEASE ‘PHONE OR WRITE FOR A FREE CATALOGUE 


maxell, “@} Tudor sony &TDK. 


SCOTLAND’s 


LEADING VIDEO CAMERA 
CAMCORDER AND 


ACCESSORIES RETAILER 


OVER 50 NEW & USED (6 months warranty) CAMCORDERS, 
VIDEO CAMERAS IN STOCK. PART EXCHANGE SLR’s & 
CAMCORDERS WELCOME. BEST PRICES IN SCOTLAND ON 
NEW EQUIPMENT. OPEN 7 DAYS. HIRE SERVICE AVAILABLE 


FALCON 
VIDEOGRAPHIC 


Units 1 and 2, ASDA Shopping Centre, Dyce AB2 OLM 


ABERDEEN 


Tel: 0224 723476/770826 
Open 7 days. Mon-Fri9 am-8 pm Sat.9am-6pm_ Sun. 11 am-5 pm 
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NO 


NS SONA — SONY — SONA — SONY — SONA — SONY — SONA —- 
v4 
> 


| Videos f SON Y. and SON A : g Videos és 


: CLEARANCE SALE 


w 
5 
> 
| 


Z JVC GRC11 SONY CCDV50 PANASONIC NVMC5 
K £1099.95 Special Offer 
+ KV1442 UB TV FREE! 
JVC CAMERAS (Offer available until 31.7.88) 
e) GR-45 Camcorder VHS Compact P.0.A WV PF10E 100 System Camera P.0.A. 
Z GRC1EK Camcorder VHS Compact (1 only) £599.95 WV PF10E 200System Camera P.0.A. 
b> GRC2EK Camcorder VHS Compact (1 only) £699.95 NVM7 Camcorder VHS P.0.A. 
GRC11EK Camcorder VHS Compact, fully NVMC10 Camcorder VHS-C P.0.A. 
| automatic £549.95 NVMC5 Camcorder VHS-C (1 Only) £899.95 
SONY CAM ERAS WJMX10 Digital Audio Mixer POA 
09) CCDV7AF Camcorder £899.95 WJSIE Production Mixer £799.95 
CCDVS0E Handycam Dgital with free TV P.0.A 
e) CCDV90E Handycam Pro P.0.A. 
EVA300UB —_Video Hi-Fi deck £349.95 
12 EV-5800UB Video 8 Masterdeck P.0.A. 
RME-E100 —_—Video Editor £199.95 
Ki hd Mig ee a 
I. icture Computer i 
| Xv-€700 Colour Corrector £599.95 PANASONIC 
03) VW-VBCIE Battery NVMC10 £34.95 
e) VW-VB31 Battery NV180 £39.95 
ines - VW-VB30 —_—Battery NV180 £39.95 
7 VW-VBM3 Battery NVM3B £39.95 
VW-VBC5E — Battery NVMC5B £34.95 
> VW-VBM7E Battery NVM7 £39.95 
l SONY ACCESSORI ES LCS2012 Battery TC30 £39.95 
° VW-ACM1E =Car Battery Cord NVM7/NVM5 £14.95 
TTV8UB Tuner-Timer £199.95 
GB6 Trackball for XV-7600 £74.95 | VW-ACCSE — Battery NVC10/5 £29.95 
09) pg 5 aad ba etme _— VW-ACI8E —_—Battery NV180 £19.95 
c ransmitter Controller for RM- z t 
e) ACP-88 . AC Pack for V30, V50, V100, V200 £129.95 | VW-ACMIE Battery NVMS/M3 o“_ 
C ANON BCA-80 Battery Charger for V30, V50, V100, VW-R18E Infra Red Remote NV180 £29.95 
v2 v200 £49.95 | VA-A18B AC Adaptor NV180 £114.95 
K ew Lem nen Ba fU49-33 | WVP-SOME Ac Adaptor A11A2-100/200 £89.95 
DCP-80 DC Pack from Car Lighter V30, V50, : WV-KB12 Character WVPF10E/100/200 £154.95 
v100, V200 £34.95 | WV-ADI5B — Film/Slide Adaptor WVPF10E/100/200 £189.95 
| CANON VL30 ee atey Anan lf ed ohh 32 | wv-a0178 —FiimSiide ches AI/A2 £164.95 
NPA-55 Battery Adaptor for NP-55 £14.95 | VW-TCASE — VHS Adpator C Type £54.95 
VR30 Portable Video £499.95 | NP-22 gl ond Battery for V3Q, V50, 34.95 VW-VI65E 5” B/W Electronic Viewfinder F100-200 £524.95 
vc30 Video Camera £299.95 NP-55 Rechargeable Battery for V90 £34.95 VW-CC18E —Soft Carrying Case A1/A2 £29.95 
VC200E Video Camera £799.95 | Rip.77 Rechargeable Battery for V90 £59.95 | VW-PM1E = Shoulder Pad and Strap NVM1/M3 £44.95 
VC30E Video Camera £799.95 | NP-4000 Recharageable Battery Pack £199.95 | VW-MC10E — Stereo Microphone £39.95 


We are also dealers for GRUNDIG & NORDMENDE 


SONA ELECTRONICS LTD 


(BARCLAYCARD ' 
34 PEMBRIDGE RD, herrea ; 
NOTING HILL GATE, Na = 
LONDON wi 1 DINERS CLUB 
01-727 8355 


01-229 6411/2632 MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 
— SONY — SONA — SONY — SONA — SONY — SONA — SONY 


ANOS — VNOS — ANOS — VNOS — ANOS — VNOS — ANOS — VNOS — ANOS — VNOS 


VNOS — ANOS — VNOS 
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01-485 0011 


ALL OUR STOCK IS 
GUARANTEED BRAND NEW 


VHS CASSETTES FROM £6.99 
LASERVISION VIDEO DISCS FROM £4.99 
AUDIO COMPACT DISCS FROM £7.99 


Our latest comprehensive catalogue has over 7,000 videos listed. 


Only £2. If you prefer: send a9 x 4 S.A.E. for our latest list of 
over a 650 titles. (Please remember to give your format) 


SIDEWINDER VIDEO, DEPT 3 
17 Church Lane, Sutton Coldfield, 
West Midlands B76 OBJ 


BLANK VHS 
VIDEO-CASSETTES 


wound to your required length from 
E10-E180, with high grade tape and 
high spec shell 
Details and price list from: 
WNE, Unit 8A, Mariner, 
Lichfield Road Ind. Est., 
Tamworth, Staffs. B79 5UL 
Telephone: 0827 310052 


BUY, SELL, EXCHANGE 
& REPAIR 


TRADE REPAIRS 
WELCOME 
NEW AND RECONDITIONED 
EQUIPMENT 


FULLY GUARANTEED 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 
TECHNICAL ADVICE GIVEN 
EXPORT ORDERS WELCOME 
FULL BACK UP AND REPAIR 
SERVICE 


FOR PERSONAL AND 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
CANAL BRIDGE 
AUDIO VISUAL 
172 Caledonian Road, London, N1 0SG 


NEXUS MUSIC 
NON-COPYRIGHT MUSIC CASSETTE 


For home and commercial use. Volume One now 
available in the U.K. 10 tracks (30 Mins.) covering 
a full spectrum of moods. 

Special introductory offer — £9.99 inc. p. & p. 
Cheques & P.0.’s payable to: 

NEXUS MUSIC, 37 Queens Road, 
Brighton, East Sussex BN1 3XB 


A.P.N. TELE-VIDEO 
* Wedding Video Cases £1.50 inc p&p * 
(Discount for 10+) 
£180 from £3. Full list available. 

* Most formats available 8mm, VHS, U-matic, 
Beta (incl). Editing video tape from £50 per day * 
* Amiga titling service. Graphics & Logos * 
* Copyright free music tapes * 
From £12 


7 Buckland Road, Chessington, 
Surrey KT9 1JE. 
Tel: 01-397 8900 


MUSIC & VIDEO EXCHANGE 


Buy sell and exchange ALL video/audio 
equipment (also all video/audio cassettes 
and records). Nothing refused. 


Music and Video Exchange 
56 Notting Hill Gate, 
London W11. Tel: 01-727 3538. 
(Open 7 days 10am-8pm) 


122 


tl) Seb 


See how reasonable a trial insertion can be. 
Call Carolyn Hine on 01-485 0011 


01-485 0011 


Grainless rear projection screen (200mm 
x 200mm) for conversion of slides, 
filmstrips and movie film to video. 
Independently described as .. ia 
“the best we've ever seen for 
(D.L.Y.) video film-to-tape transfers” 
£56.95 including P.P. & VAT. 
Make cheques payable to: 


Viewtech Audio Visual Media 


Dept. WV2, 161 Winchester Road, 
Brislington, Bristol, BS4 3NJ. 
Tel: Bristol (0272) 773422 & 717030 
Callers welcome 


WEDDING VIDEO CASES 


with light blue insert & space for 
business card or logo 


White £1.39 minimum order 5 


Send cheque to: 
VIDEO ALBUM 
85-89 Gogie Road, Edinburgh EH11 1TE 
Phone 031 337 1113 or 031 339 2380 


VIDEO CASSETTES 


Blank ex-duplication — once-used only. Major 
brands — excellent quality 
10 for £18.00 


VHS, E120 

BETA, 2 hours 10 for £15.00 
2000, VCC120 10 for £7.00 
Lengths available from 30-minutes to 3 hours 


in bulk packs of 5, no sleeves, 


cases extra 
For price list contact. 
Protronics Ltd., Bodmin Road, 
Coventry, CV2 5DB. 
Tel: 0203-611564. 


SONY STD E60 
E180 .. 
E240 .. 
SONY EHG E180.. 


Prices exclude VAT — P&P £5.00 


EGO-VISION 


17 Plane Street, Newsome, 
HUDDERSFIELD HD4 6DF 


NEW LASER VISION DISCS FOR SALE 


Over 600 discs in stock. Prices 
from only £4.99 


Send 50p for full listings 
THAMES VALLEY LASER 
Huntercomb, Banbury Road, 
Bicester, Oxon OX6 7NL. 


0869 242078 


All advertisements must be prepaid postal orders or cheques (no cash accepted) 
payable to “WV Publications Ltd”, 57/59 Rochester Place, London NW1 9JU. 


Tel. (OL) 485 OOL1 (4 lines) 
01-485 0011 


FOR SALE 


xm _. * WEDDING CASES *« 
The case that professionals choose 
Add a touch of class to your productions. After all your efforts to 
roduce a good production, why spoil the effect by poor presentation? 
Use the case that catches the eye, its not the cheapest — but judge from 
tiny our customers comments:- 
“|. . they are the nicest cases we've seen” — Video Memory. 
“.. Both | and my customers were very pleased” — ABC Films 


Order with confidence. If not delighted, return for full refund. 


£1.95 each inc P&P. Good discounts for bulk or trade orders. Use the 
case that professionals choose. 


* BUDGET VHS EDITING OFFER * 


Have you always thought that you could not afford professional editing? Well now you can. We've 
devised “Edit-by-Post”®. Send your ra and we will edit them to ped instructions and return with the 
master edit. We use the excellent JVC BR8600 edit suite. You will be amazed at the quality. 


* EQUIPMENT BOUGHT & SOLD * 


Second user U-matic and VHS equipment always available. 

For further details of these and other services, please send a sae to: 
SOUTHERN VIDEO SERVICES, 50 MAYFIELD CRESCENT, 
BRIGHTON, E. SUSSEX BN1 8HQ. Telephone (0273) 558320 

WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU 


— NEW — 

MACRO VIDEO 

Magnify by 50 times 
Ideal for insects, coins, stamps, printed circuit work, metal fatigue, 
laboratory work (use with video zoom cameras ie Sony Pro etc) State 
lens and filter size. MACRO KIT £169 inc P&P. Optional extras: copy 

stand + 4 lamps + bulbs £186 Lightbox £24 
Se i eg 


VHS PLAYER PRESENTER 
COLOUR REMOTE CONTROL T.V. 


£520.00 
pap insured 
lelivery 
Please add 
£8.00 


%* 14ins/30 Channel UHF/VHF TV. 
& FWD + REV. Picture Search +, Still Picture 
% Auto Rewind, Auto Replay Selectable 


VIDEO SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT 
BABY MINDER/HOME SECURITY 
(RELAYED TO ANY TV IN YOUR HOUSE) 


While sitting watching your T.V, switch to your selected surveil- 
lance channel and check-up on: 1. Baby upstairs sleeping in its cot 
without leaving the room. 2. How is granny in her granny flat? 3. 
- - That sick animal in the stable. 4. Whose that at the front door? 5. 
Keep an eye on rooms of high security. 6. What's going on in your shop below your flat? 7. Many other uses. Price of kit with 
full instructions — £442 (colour) £350 (black/white) (plus post and packing) 

SONY CCDV100 8mm PRO CAMCORDER £1488 + p&p £8: PANASONIC WVPF10/200 COMPONENT VIDEO CAMERA £1720 
wee. £8. VIDEOSENDER £49.95 par VIDEO FILTERS — ASK FOR DETAILS — BEST SATELLITE PRICES £499. SONY 
WATCHMAN £399. SONY PRO DXC3000 PK £6,100. SONY PORTABLE RECORDER V06800 PF £3,300. TRANS PORTABLE 
C.B. MAXCOM 7E £120 inc. charges 
Cheque with order. 
TEC 


VIDEO TECHNOLOGIES 
PJ Balcombe, 152 Hambledon Rd, Waterlooville, Hants PO7 6XA_Tel. 0705 327772 


AUDIO + VIDEO MIX AND EDIT CONTROL UNITS 


Incorporating ACTIVE CIRCUITS for professional quality results 


AVC1 — £69.95 Inc. Carr. + VAT AVC2 — £105.50 inc. Carr. + VAT 
* 2 chan. A.F. Mixer with AGC control — to reduce noise. * All features of AVC1 plus: * Video enhance — to sharpen or 
* Video Fader completely fades picture — no ‘ghosts soften picture. * Mic amp and control, * Mains/Battery 
* Battery operated * Mefal case. operation ay es 


THE SONY 
CAMCORDER EXPERTS 
UK NATIONWIDE 


MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
SEND SAE FOR LIST 


VER 100 ACCESSORIES IN STOCK 


PLUS @ CAMCORDERS @ DECKS @ EDITING EQUIPMENT 
BLANK AND PRE-RECORDED VIDEO 8 TAPES 


= (0602) 3 MANSFIELD ROAD 
| 474566 NOTTINGHAM NG1 3FB 


ALSO AT 14 QUEEN ST., MANSFIELD (0623) 659632 
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2 PROFESSIONAL VIDEO TAPE EDITING . 


% 5 Days Full-Time. 
%& 2nd May '88, 27th June '88. 5th Sept. 24th Oct. '88. 12th Dec, '88: 6th March ‘88. 6th 1st May '89. 26th June ! 
‘89. 4th Sept '89. 23rd Oct. '89. 11th Dec. '89. 


PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES & VIDEO WORKSHOP 
%& 5 Days Full-Time. 
%& 13th June. 8th Aug. 10th Oct. 5th Dec. 20th fea nape "89. 12th June '89. 7th Aug. '89. 9th Oct. '89. 
VIDEO/TV POST-PRODUCTION PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE TECHNIQUES 


5 weeks intensive courses. 16th May '88. 11th July '88. 17th Sept. '88. 7th Nov. '88. 23rd Jan. '89, 20th March 
‘89. 15th May ‘89. 10th July '89. 11th Sept. '89. 6th Nov. ‘89. 
This course is suitable for all non-technical 


Exciting Job Prospects 
Details from: 


S.AN. SERVICES 


1st Floor, 325 Edgware Road, London W2 1BN Tel. 01-724 7698 


AT YOUR SERVICE 


The IAC offers many services for 
film, video and A/V enthusiasts, 
from technical advice and copyright 
Clearance to insurance cover and 
help in choosing background mu- 
sic. Why not join us? Ring 03722- 
76358 for details. 


Need help with your soundtracks, 
choosing background music, copy- 
right clearance? The IAC offers man 
services to film video and A/V enthu- 
siasts. Ring Ashtead (03722) 76358 
for membership details or write to: 


63 Woodfield Lane, 63 Woodfield Lane, 
q Ashtead, Ashtead 
Surrey KT21 2BT. Surrey KT21 2BT 


Wedding Dap 
VIDEO CASES 


Add a touch of class to your Wedding Day Video 


PROFESSIONAL 


Actual cases in red, white or blue. EQUIPMENT 
Only £1.48 inc. p.&p. 
Write for further information or send cheques to: 


DISCOUNT VIDEO SALES 


© CAMERAS « EDIT SUITES Part 


Exchange 
“othe watnane "> Melcome 
e e 
Call LLOYD SALES + HO [VISA 
01-841 4321 (5 lines) 


SAME DAY DESPATCH 
SERVICE CENTRE 01-841 4466 


COLOURAMA 2000 


32 & 68-70 CHURCH ROAD. NORTHOLT, MIDDLESSEX 


WEDDING VIDEOS LTD., 
36 Ribblesdale Avenue, 
Hinkley, Leics. LE10 ISY. 


BEAUTIFUL WEDDING CASES 
IN PINK AND WHITE 
WITH SPACE FOR YOUR LOGO 
ONLY 99p each inc p&p 
ONE OFF OR 100 


Send cheque payable to: 


CAMCORDER WEATHER 
PROTECTORS 


Waterproof camcorder covers for safe videography 
in all weathers. (Folds to fit in pocket). 
£24.95p. inc. P&P 
To fit: Panasonic, Philips, Sony, etc. State make 
and model. 
Cheques to: CHERISHED VIDEOS, 
46 Moorfoot Avenue, Chester-Le-Street, 
County Durham DH2 3ED. Tel: 091 388 5856 


41 MORELAND ROAD, 

DROITWICH, 
WORCS. WR9 8RN. 
Tel: 0905 774282 
WEDDING VIDEO presentation cases. Profes- 
sional white case/silver lettering £1.39 ea. inc. 
p&p. Cheque with order to: Celebration Videos, 
Cohall Farm, Polegate, BN26 6QL. Tel. 
(03212) 5767. 


COMPUTER TITLING 


Archimedes 


The most advanced affordable computer graphic systems fight it 
out at Triangle Television! Just look at these features: 


Commodore \/AMIGA 


As. used in TV's “Network 7" and in numerous TV 
commercials for animated storyboarding. Comparable to 
systems costing £10,000 and more. Genlockable, 4096 
colours, full real time 3D animation. Full screen titling, 
with reveals, wipes, scrolls & fades. Interlaced Hi Res 
640 500 lines. With the mew full screen paintbox. 


The latest heavyweight from Acorn runs much existing 
BBC software — 10 times faster! Genlockable and can be 
made IBM compatible. 4096 colours, Full screen scrolling 
titles with built in fonts. Realistic animation with superb 
shadow and 3 dimensional effects. A giant leap forward 
from the BBC micro! 


Triangle TV offer both these amazing systems with full demonstrations and back up, and believe it or not, both 
systems are available as packages for well under £1,000 


TRIANGLE TELEVISION PRODUCTIONS LTD. 
130 BROOKWOOD ROAD, LONDON SW18 50D 
Call John Chalk 01-8743418-01-8742218 = BESS§ 4.7. BE (0000) 


CUSTOM TITLES ON VIDEO TAPE 


Give your titles the Professional Touch 
with Computer Graphics. Full range of 
services from Ready Made Titles to Cus- 
tom Graphics, individually tailored to your 
requirements, including Special Effects, 
3D. Animations, Company Logos, 
Schools, Anniversaries and of course 
Weddings. In fact anything that you wish 
to video we will title it for you. VHS demo 
tape available £5 inc. 

Full Wedding Titles from £7.95 + Tape 

Further details from: 


Galaxy Grafix 


FREEPOST, SWANSEA SA2 92Z 
(No stamp required) . 
Tel: 0792 297660 


SUPERIMPOSED TITLES 
FOR VIDEO AND FILM! 


Multi-styles; Multi-sizes; coloured 
titles — actually superimposed onto 
your own moving images — either in 
video or 8mm film (any 8mm film!) 


For details phone (091) 4718276 


— BOOTLACE VISUALS — 


Galaxy Grafix 


Enhance your videos with professionally 
designed titling, graphics, etc. 
We will produce, exclusively for you, a video consisting 
Of titles, graphics, 3d-animations, logos etc., made to 
your requirements, to give them that professional look 
and thus secure more work. Our equipment, as used by 
broadcast companies, can produce stunning results. 


Industrial and consumer work undertaken 
* NO JOB IS TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL * 
Titles Tape £13.95 Demo Tape £9.95 


Further details: 
Robert Brown Video 3 Braekirk Avenue, Kirknewton, 
Midlothian, Scotland. Tel: 0506 880088 


A Member of the Edinburgh Association of Videographers 


REPAIRS 


+ WS 
Prices include Securicor delivery 
Ferguson 3V31 
Front loading 8-event, Dolby stereo, 


Insert Edit, Cue-Search 
£200 


Ferguson 3V32 
Same as above with Long Play 
£240 


FAST 
VIDEO 
REPAIRS 


4 HOUR 
SERVICE 


SURREY 
TV CLINIC 


85 Central Road, 
Worcester Park 
Tel. 01-330 3343 


\ 


Backing our discount stores we have a. 
service department employing only § 
& highly qualified technicians. to service 


Enthusiastic Amateurs 


Cameramen wanted for Wed- 
ding filming. Mostly Saturdays. 
Oxford & Bucks areas. 

Ring P.H.V. Video 
0865 240 687. 


WANTED 
FOR CASH 


We pay top cash prices for all 
Camcorders. 


Phone: MILES HAYWOOD 
for immediate quotation: 


0689 77991 
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VIDEO HEADS 


FIT THEM YOURSELF 


VIDEO HEADS 
From £25 


Brand new Ferguson, Panasonic, Sharp, Hitachi, 

J.V.C. plus 100s more (no Beta). All you need is a 

soldering iron and our easy-to-follow step-by-step 10 

minute instruction leaflet with photographs and a one 
year guarantee. £39 includes delivery. 


U-VIEW ELECTRONICS 


29 Warmsworth Rd., Doncaster DN4 ORP. 
Tel. 0302 855017 - 7 days, 24 hours. 


FIT YOUR OWN VIDEO HEADS 
From only £34.96 
All VHS models available. 
Full fitting instructions and 12 months guarantee. 
Please ring for more details or a quote 


TEL. (0495) 215210 es hours) 


‘ALLEY VIDEO SPARES 
12 Gladstone Street, 
Abertillery, Gwent NP3 1NB 


We can also supp motors, belts, 
EN idlers and most TV/Video spares. 


Ferguson 3V35 
Front loading Remote Video 
£190 


Ferguson 3V45 
New slimline Front loading Remote 
Video 
£220 
TV’s 
20” Teletext TV 
£190 


22” Teletext TV 
£195 
All Videos fully refurbished with 3 
months guarantee. 


Mail cheques/POs to: 


A-+-P ELECTRONICS 


124 PARK PLACE, GILFACH; BARGOED, 
MID-GLAM, S. WALES CF8 8NB. 
Telephone: 0443 836233 (10 till 5) 


your equipment at: 
10-12 Grosvenor Road, Aldershot, 
Hants. Tel: 0252-26390 or 
2 Cromwell Road, Redhill, Surrey. 
Tel: 0737 66128/67404 


EDITING 
VHS — VIDEO 8 
BROADCAST SUITE 

INCLUDES fully programmable special effects, zoom, 
flips, slides, freeze frames, these can be incorporated in 
your productions. Using the latest touch Screen Control 
three machine edits are performed popelepayh Audio 
dubbing is provided, ranging from 1/4” tape on CD. Both 
Studios have been designed to provide a professional 
working atmosphere. Results from both VHS and Video 
8 are surprisingly clean. If you want to know more about 

ing the best then give us a ring and book yourself in 
or a demo, free of charge, of course. 

You can ring Tony on 01-286 9532. 


ADVERTISERS, TO SEE HOW 
REASONABLE A TRIAL INSERTION 
CAN BE PHONE: 01-485 0011 


(>> TV PROJECTOR 


Only £59.95 incl. P&P 


The original and best V.C.R. multiplying sysem 
allows every TV in your house to share one V.C.R 
with full LR. remote control of V.C.R. and other 
equipment. 
USES MICRO-WIRE FOR EASY INSTALLATION 
WITHOUT QUALITY LOSS 


SOUTH COAST VIDEO 
(0679) 62492 


Coast Lodge, 17 Alfred Rd., New Romney, 


Kent TN28 8SH 
Send cheque or P.O. for delivery by 
EN return or phone Access no. for immediate 
despatch 
_ 1A LANGTON ROAD, 
=. TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT 
ideam U.h. 
ATTENTION CAMERA PERSONS 
Join the Video Camcorder Money Making Boom. Lease all 


necessary equipment from us and earn thal extra money filming 
weddings etc. Full days training given. Costs from only £15 per 


week, 
PHONE 0892 48467 
24Hr Answerphone Service 


PUBLICATIONS 


MAKE MONEY 
MAKING VIDEOS 


» Professional techniques explained <4 
> How to get video commissions < 
> Save pounds on equipment < 


Illustrated, information packed manual 


£5.95 inc. p&p 


Intermedia, 
47 Harbour St., Whitstable CT5 1AH 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


Jessop VIDEO/HI-FI MANAGER _ JESSsop 


Due to our Company's progressive expansion a new 
appointment is to be created which requires a self-motivated 
manager with drive and enthusiasm. 

Applicants must not only be able to demonstrate a significant knowledge of currently available 
equipment, majoring on video cameras, but must have a proven managerial record. The terms of 
reference for this appointment range from buying, through marketing to sales in each of our fifty 
one branches spread throughout the country. 

Our Company offers a salary commensurate with responsibility plus pension scheme, health plan 
and profit share. 

Applications with detailed CV to Mr. R. A. Hefford, Director, Jessop of Leicester Limited, 
Jessop House, 98 Scudamore Road, Leicester, LE3 1TZ. 


.. an utterly reliable unit produced 
since 1976. 

Coated glass lenses. 

60” screen £1,300 + VAT. 

New s/h 

THOMSON, PANASONIC, etc. 

“Ten times brighter with our 
HI-BRITE Screens”. 


0306-887772:04024-47610 


GIANT SCREEN TVs 
VIDEO PROJECTORS 
ALL LEADING MAKES SUPPLIED AND 
INSTALLED. NATIONWIDE DELIVERY AND 
SERVICE, TRADE & EXPORT ENQUIRIES 
WELCOME. FULL INFORMATION FROM: 


J.H. ROCHE & Co Ltd, 
36 Station Road, Wylde Green, 
Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands. 
021-354 2393 


(24 hour service) 


OWL VIDEO SYSTEMS 


‘SPECIALISTS IN THE SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF BIG 
SCREEN VIDEO, TV AND SATELLITE SYSTEMS FOR 
ENTERTAINMENT COMMERCE EDUCATION 


UNIT 8, SHEDDINGDEAN INDUSTRIAL PARK 


MARCHANTS WAY, BUROESS HILL, WEST SUSSEX RES 00Y 
SALES (04446) 41663 
SERVICE (04446) 43934 
“Putting You In The Picture” 


Urgently require for our 
sales office/showroom an 


COLOURAMA 2000 LTD 


EXPERIENCED 
THE T.V. & VIDEO SPECIALISTS | 
SALESPERSON 
to sell our specialist product range of video cameras and related equipment, video recorders and 


TVs. 
A high level of reward will be offered to the right person. This is negotiable and will advance your 
present career situation, which ideally should be in our own or a similar field 
Also required experienced Video and TV Bench/Field Engineer 
Please phone for more details or write to: 
Mr D Bloom, Colourama 2000 Ltd, Church Road, Northolt, Middx. Tel: 01-841 4321 


WHAT VIDEO and What Satellite TV 


— contact us by telephone 

@ OUR APOLOGIES to callers who have had difficulty in 
contacting WHAT VIDEO and What Satellite TV on our new 
telephone number, (01) 485 0011, due to a breakdown in service 
from British Telecom. Callers may hear a ringing tone but there is 
no ‘ring-out’ at our offices. 

In the event of continued difficulty only, 
please try the following direct lines: (01) 485 9471, or our 

provisional FAX number (01) 482 6269. 


INNOVATIONS IN A/V 


HAL — The World’s First Remote Activated VCR Programmer _ 


HAL performs two totally innovative functions. It allows you to 
program your VCR by telephone from anywhere at anytime, 
and also actually talks you through the programming process 
whether at home or away. Have you ever missed a TV 
programme while you were out that you wished you had taped? 
Well now you need never again miss recording a programme 
because you were out and forgot to pre-program your VCR, or 
because you couldn't get home in time. HAL allows you to 
remotely activate and control your VCR from anywhere in the = S H 
world via the telephone. HAL will even talk you through the programming process one step at a time, as 
well as confirming all your instructions back to you at the end! Private access code ensures complete 
security. At home, HAL makes it easy for ANYONE to program the VCR — they just follow HAL's spoken 
directions! HAL works with all infra-red remote control VCRs, and can also be used to activate any remote 
control TV/Hi-Fi/Satellite or even lighting systems. The future has definitely arrived! 

HAL —The world’s only remote activated VCR controller... .. £129.99 
Requires a portable touch tone keypad for pulse telephones . A 


DirectED and CollectED — State of the Art Editing and Indexing 


Revolutionary all-in-one video editor controlled by infra-red remote control handset, with menu choices 
and useful “Help” screens appearing on the TV to guide you every step of the way. Editing has never been 
this easy or this sophisticated, DirectED allows you to make professional looking video productions 
without a professional's budget. DirectED has a built-in high speed video computer to execute all the 
following functions: 

Editor: computer control, accurate to 1/10 sec, sophisticated 
memory, preview feature 

Character Generator: multiple types, styles & sizes, in 64 
colours, superimpose on video or on 64 coloured backgrounds 
Graphics: choice of pictures in 64 colours, mix with titles or 
superimpose on video or 64 colour backgrounds 

Wipes & Fades: 17 types of fade or wipe, digitally generated, 
choose speed, delay & duration, 64 colours, also SFX like 
“shatter” 

Librarian: Index & catalogue every tape, movie and scene, access 
at any time to use in new productions 

CollectED: Extra module for filing & accessing music videos by 
title and artist, play in any order like a video jukebox 

DirectED works with all VHS, Beta, 8mm and U-Matic systems. 
Truly the ultimate post-production unit. Write for further details. 


CP8 — TOTAL POWER with the ultimate Universal Remote Control 


Control all your entertainment systems with just 1 Remote Control! The remarkable CP8 Universal Remote 
Control has EVERYTHING. You can replace your clutter of remote controls with the CP8 which will learn 
and remember the commands of upto 8 seperate R-C systems, with the capacity to memorise upto 120 
commands. Unique LCD display shows appropriate prompts and confirmation messages to help guide 
you along, making it very easy to operate. Even shows when to change batteries, while a memory back-up 
retains all the commands. Unique sequencer allows you to assign a chain of 
frequently-used commands onto one button, and activate them with just one touch! 
You can program 24 sequences of upto 48 commands each. Just press the 
sequence number, and the CP8 does the rest! Unique clock/timer facility means that 
you can activate any of your systems at any time, whether you are there or not. 
There are 5 timers which, combined with the sequencer, can be set to operate any of 
your systems over a 7 day period, or even repeat every week. The CP8 will function 
all by itself — completely unattended! The CP8 also has an infra-red booster for a 
more powerful signal, a sliding cover to protect the programming keys, and 3 blank 
templates for customising the control keys. You'll probably wonder how you ever 
managed without one. Just the ONE! 
CP8 Universal Remote Control — Total control in the palm of your hand ....... £97.50 


XTRALINK — The Best Video & Remote Control Extender 


XTRALINK enables you to watch a video tape or 
satellite programme on any TV in your home, while 
at the same time allowing you to remotely control 
your VCR or Satellite system from any room 
XTRALINK uses proper coaxial cable (unlike Rabbit) 
for interference-free, high resolution reception. So 
it's ideal for HO VCR, Cable and Satellite systems, 
‘giving dramatically better picture quality and noise 
rejection upto a mile away! You can also control upto 
6 separate video or audio systems (TV, CD, Hi-Fi, 
etc) in your house from any room, as each tiny 
transmitter (2 transmitters supplied) can activate 
upto 3 remote control components. XTRALINK comprises 1 infra-red receiver (shown), a splitter box and 
2 tiny senders. XTRALINK gives you the best of both worlds, and it's legal (unlike Videosenders which 
attract £2000 fines)! XTRALINK is compact, unobtrusive, remarkably versatile, and offers the best answer 
to extending your enjoyment throughout your home. 

XTRALINK — The Sensible Solution To Extending Home Entertainment 


WIRELESS VIDEO MICROPHONES — 
The Professional Answer To Better Quality Audio 
Two superb wireless systems available which allow you to 
record the sound you want — clean, crisp audio direct 
from your subject — without the frustration of picking up 
irritating and unwanted extraneous sounds in between 
Also eliminates noise pickup from camera controls and 
motors — and cameraman! Both systems offer 100 feet 
range, and even the choice of 2 frequency channels for 
ensuring interference-free reception, WMS-20 system has 
two interchangeable microphones, one a miniature tie-clip 
mic and the other a hand-held mic, while the WMS-10 has 
just the tie-clip mic. Both feature compact transmitters 
and lightweight receivers which attach easily to camera 
with professional shoe mount or velcro, monitoring 
earphones, and audio output lead. Also available are a 
hand-held mic with built-in transmitter, WM/T-30, for use with above receivers, and a camera-mounting 
Zoom mic, ECZ-660, with 3 position switch (Off, Wide & Zoom) with 45 feet range for super directionality. 
Video Microphones: ECZ-660 £89.00 WM/T-30 £89.00 WMS-10£119.00 WMS-20 £139.00 


ALL PRICES ABOVE INCLUDE VAT, PLEASE ADD £2.00 P+P PER ITEM 
FREE 14 DAY TRIAL-OFFER ON ALL UNITS. (TRADE ENQUIRIES INVITED) 
TO ORDER OR REQUEST FURTHER INFORMATION, TICK RELEVANT BOX BELOW 


To: BRITECH ENTERPRISES LTD., 13 KYNANCE MEWS, LONDON SW7 4QR. (01-937 3602) 


Please send: CJ HAL (1) CP8 CJ XTRALINK C) ECZ-660 (1) WM/T-30 () WMS-10 
lenclose a Cheque/Postal Order for the SUM Of ............sssecssseessseessssessseessseesssseesssseesnneecennerecntnedien ‘ 
Please send details on: (] HAL CJ DirectED C1) CP8 C1 XTRALINK C) VIDEO MICROPHONES 


NANG. enrrccancrareracs 
Address ...... 
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Perispheric Video 
Lens qyeyhc 


Ss 
Attaches tothe ‘Bwtanys areric 
front of most video \Raaaamiis 


+. | 
cameras and @ e 4 


4 


transforms the image’ 
to three times its 
normal coverage. 
Like a fisheye without 
distortion. 


GlasScreen 
PROFESSIONAL KIT 


The inexpensive system for transferring 
slides/film/text to video tape. 
Screen size — 15 x 11ins. 


GlasScreen 
POPULAR KIT 


Transfer your cine films or slides simply 
and professionally with 

the new glass screened 90 INC. 
popular kit. VAT & P&P 


1.5x Tele converter “@ 
for video cameras 


Phone your order for immediate despatch. 
<= DEY 
cs — DINERS CLUB 


GEORGE ELLIOTT & SONS LTD. 
London Road, Westerham, KentTN161DR 
Telephone: (0959) 62198 


GEORGE ELLIOTT 


What Video September 1988 


Payment can 
be made by 
credit card. 


EDINBURGH 
VIDEO CENTRE 


Tact sea M7 


VHS CAMCORDER with 
character generator, 1/500 
1/1000 shutter speed, 
10LUX, 6x zoom lens, 9- 
54mm audio dub, insert 
edit, rechargeable battery, 


includes case and 
accessories. 


| WITH FREE 1000W VIDEO LIGHT £1299.95 


AND VIDEO TRIPOD WORTH £120 


PANASONIC MC-10 
This superb, compact 
VHS-C Camcorder boasts all 
the features of the M7 
above, at 1.3KG weight + 
VHS cassette adaptor 
case and accessories. 


* WITH FREE 1000W VIDEO LIGHT 
AND VIDEO TRIPOD WORTH £120 


£1299.95 


SONY V90 


8mm at its best, pro 
440,000 Pixel CCd, 7LUX, 
1/60th to 1/2000 shutter 
speed, full manual override, 
12mm-72mm 6x zoom 
lens, FM Hi-Fi sound, case 
and accessories. 


* WITH FREE 1000W VIDEO LIGHT 
AND VIDEO TRIPOD WORTH £120 


CANON E70 


SS 


£1499.95 


* Full Automatic Programme 
Mode ready to switch on - 
point & shoot. 

* Bright wide aperture. f1.4, 
6xZoom Lens. 

* Low light operation — down 
. to 7 Lux. 

LS * 1/1000 Sec — High Speed 
Shutter to “‘stop”’ the action. 


* WITH FREE 1000W VIDEO LIGHT 
AND VIDEO TRIPOD WORTH £120 


SONY V50 WITH 14” SONY TV 


ee 


“PICTURE QUALITY ALL THE WAY” 
Film with this easy to use Camcorder, superimpose titles in up to 
seven different colours, then playback through this superb 14” TV. 
NORMAL PRICE SAVE NLY 
v50 £1059 
KV1460TV £ 259 £228 £1099.95 
£1328 


VIVANCO VCR 3044 


VIDEO AUDIO 

PROCESSOR Control 

your editing with this 
sophisticated enhancer 
fader, preview of 

colour, contrast, luminance, 
sharpness, noise 

reduction + sound mixing from MIC. Tape, CD, with video 


sound. 


£279.95 


VHS — C SYSTEM - 8mm? 
DON'T BE CONFUSED, OUR EXPERT STAFF WILL GUIDE YOU 
THROUGH THE RANGE WITH A LIVE DEMONSTRATION. 
MAIL ORDER ENQUIRIES WELCOMED. 
PHOTOGRAPHIC AND VIDEO EQUIPMENT TAKEN 
IN PART EXCHANGE 


151-155 MORRISON STREET 
EDINBURGH 031-229 4116 


EXPORT 
MODEL 
EQUIPMENT 


LARGE 
DUTY FREE 
STOCKS 


VIDEO * TVs 
HI-Fl PORTABLES 
* WALKMANS 


ALL BRANDS 
INCLUDING 


SONY * NATIONAL 
PANASONIC 
HITACHI * DENON 
AKAI 


ALL MAKES OF 
VIDEO AND AUDIO 
TAPES AND 
FLOPPY DISCS 


A.J. 
ELECTRONICS 


432 EDGWARE ROAD, 
LONDON W2 1 EA 


(opposite Texaco Garage) 


Telex:925 886 
Fax: 01-262 5131 


01-723 9616 


125 


_—_ 
Vi DEO Sy THE 
PROFESSIONAL 
TRA | S F E RS VIDEO LABORATORY 
8mm * Super 8mm * 9.5mm * 16mm 
35mm Film * 35mm Slides * PHOTOGRAPHS 
TO VHS — BETA — V8 — V2000 — U-MATIC — 1” CF 


VIDEO CONVERSION .- american, British, FRENCH 


VIDEO & AUDIO DUPLICATION 
AN ACKNOWLEDGED FIRST CLASS 24 HR. SERVICE 
FOR FULL DETAILS AND PERSONAL SERVICE OF 
YOUR IRREPLACEABLE AND PRECIOUS HOME MOVIES 
CALL PATRICIA BLAKEY ON 


0253-725499 (DAY) 0253-712769 (NIGHT) 


OR WRITE TO 
FLINTDOWN CHANNEL FIVE TELEVISION 


Television House 


339 CLIFTON DRIVE SOUTH, 
LYTHAM ST. ANNES FY8 1LP 
(enclosing this advert) 


VIDEO DUPLICATION 


WE WILL COPY 
WHAT YOU WANT 
WHEN YOU WANT IT 
AT A PRICE YOU’LL LIKE 


Ww Ww Ww 


WE WILL COLLECT AND 
DELIVER 


CALL 


MIKE JOHNSON 


MAYFAIR VIDEO LTD 
432, EDGWARE ROAD, 
01-499 7173 Telex: 925886 Fax: 01-262 5131 


* CINE TO VIDEO TRANSFER x 
BY FLYING SPOT TELECINE CHANNEL 
FILM 

TO 
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VIDEO CONVERSION 
American (NTSC) British (PAL) French (SECAM) 
onto VHS, Betamax, U-matic, and 1" tape. 


FILM TO VIDEO TRANSFER 


8mm, Super 8mm, and 16mm films 
onto VHS Betamax and U-matic 


AUDIO & VIDEO DUPLICATION 


An unparalleled service at the best possible 
prices. 


. 01-968 8848 
LONDON: 01-960 7337 


SCOTLAND: 0577 63757 


MAIL ORDER: PO BOX 1806 LONDON W10 6BN 


THE CHEAPEST RATES 
IN THE UK 


AMERICAN (NTSC) VIDEO TAPES 
DIGITALLY CONVERTED TO BRITISH (PAL) 
SYSTEM AND VICE VERSA 
“One of the most impressive examples 
we’ve seen” 


— Which Video — 


Only £9.99p up to 2 hour. £19.95 up to 1 hour, then 
£7.50 every 30 mins. thereafter. Bulk order — 1 hour 
free every ten hours. We can also supply top brand 
tapes needed for the conversion. 
for V.H.S. E180, Beta L750 
for V.H.S. E120, Beta L500 
Add VAT to all prices 
or you can provide your own blanks. 
Postage £1.00 per tape returned. 
Special handling, add £2.00. 
SEND YOUR TAPE DIRECT FROM THIS 
ADVERTISEMENT AND PAY LATER C.O.D. 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


VIDEO CONVERSION CENTRE 
P.O. BOX 312, LONDON SW16 2JF 


‘Cut out this advertisement and send for 
£1.00 discount. C.U. 


£3.47 
£3.05 
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STANDARDS 
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¢ CONVERSION OF VIDEO RECORDINGS 
Between NTSC (American), PAL (European) and SECAM 


(French) standards. Special rates for home made programmes, 


weddings etc. 


¢ FILM TO VIDEO TRANSFER standard 8 and Super 8 
¢ PROFESSIONAL EDIT SUITE 
e EQUIPMENT HIRE cameras and portable recorders etc. 
® DUPLICATION PAL, NTSC and SECAM 

01-748 1453 


GLOBE VIDEO SERVICES LIMITED 
192 CASTELNAU LONDON SW13 9DH 


LINCS 
KENT 
NORFOLK 
SURREY 
LONDON 


GILBERT FILMS LTD est. 1960 


FILM TO VIDEO TRANSFER 
9.5mm % STANDARD 8 % SUPER 
8 %& 16mm % 35mm SLIDES & 
FILM STILL PHOTOGRAPHS 
ONTO VHS, BETAMAX, U-MATIC 
ALSO: VIDEO TRANSFERS VHS 
TO BETAMAX & U-MATIC AND 
VICE-VERSA 
Colour Corrections, Film Cleaning Service, 
Full Titling Service, Sound Effects from your 
own material or we supply 
For Further Details: 
TEL: 0234 43250 
38, MILL STREET, BEDFORD MK40 3HD 


ror our CINE TO VIDEO transrers 


Contact: 


CORNMIST LTD 
14 Hillbrook Road, Bramhall, Stockport, 
Cheshire SK7 2BT. Tel: 061 440 8692. 
Standard 8, Super 8, Slides, 16mm onto VHS or Beta. 


From only £11.47 for a 50’ reel which includes video 
cassette, VAT and postage. 


200ft = £20.12 
300ft = £22.94 400ft = £25.87 
FOR LONGER FILMS PLEASE PHONE FOR A QUOTE 


CINE > VIDEO 


8mm-9.5mm-16mm to VHS/BETA 
ONLY £1.00 per 50 ft. 
(Min. charge £5.00) 
Also slides, prints, titles, duplication of al! 
forms of filming 
FOR QUALITY AT A REALISTIC PRICE 
T.J.F. Video Productions, 


45 Thorn Park Rd., St. Austell, 
Cornwall. (0726) 63755 — anytime. 
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MIDDLESEX VIDEOGRAPHIC 


VIDEO CONVERSION AND TRANSCODING 
TO AND FROM PAL, PAL-M, SECAM, MESECAM & NTSC 
£18 PER HOUR (QUANTITY DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE) 


VIDEO DUPLICATION 
TO AND FROM U-MATIC, VHS, BETA & VIDEO 8 
£10 PER HOUR (QUANTITY DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE) 


CAPTIONING — TITLES — VIDEO EDITING 
CONTACT YOUR NEAREST OFFICE 
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WE WILL PRODUCE YOUR PERSONAL 


VIDEO ALBUM 


Cine, slides and photographs. Fast, confi- 
dential and competitive service. For details 
and quote write or telephone: 


FLOREAT VIDEO SERVICE 
33 Peak Lane, Fareham 
Hants, PO14 1RX 
0329 234839 


ABC VIDEO 


FILMING SERVICES 
Let us transfer your standard/super 8 films 
to VHS or Betamax for ONLY 3p PER 
FOOT, exc. VAT. Also 16mm slides and 
photographs transferred. Plus tape at cost 
and return postage. 
For a professional service at a 
reasonable price, send for details to: 


266 PLUNGINGTON RD, PRESTON, 
LANCS. PR2 3PR (0772) 715957/749098 


LTV 


SPECIALISTS IN DIGITAL CONVERSIONS 
TO AND FROM 


NTSC, PAL & SECAM 
TELECINE 9.5, STANDARD 8, SUPER 8 & 
16mm & 35mm. COMPETITIVE RATES 
TAPE DUPLICATION IN ALL 3 FORMATS 
FAST & FRIENDLY SERVICE 


22ABRADGERS HILLRD 4 LOCKETS MEWS 

LUTON LU2 7EL LOCKET RD 

0582 457299 HARROW, MIDDX. HA3 7LY 
01-863 8864 


01-863 8072 
TELEX: 916196 


* BEST VALUE IN LONDON x 


24 hour, 7 days a week service 


Digital video conversion 
British PAL, French SECAM, American NTSC to any format, including 
colour and timebase correction, From £15. 


Video duplication... PAL, SECAM, NTSC 
U-Matic, Beta, VHS and Video 8. 


Telecine 16mm, 8mm and slides onto video. Video filming, editing, 
titles and soundtracks. 


Audio duplication. 


Please phone for advice and quotation 


G.W.B.B. AUDIOVISION 


01-723 5190 
42 LANCASTER GATE, W2 3NA. 


CINE TO VIDEO 


Transfer your 8mm/9.5mm/ 
16mm films to VHS/BETA/8mm 
400ft reel — £23 including 


(is en The Specialists for 


* DIGITAL STANDARDS CONVERSION 
American (NTSC) to British (PAL) system 


video tape andi versa 
* SECAM-PAL TRANSCODING 
EN TEMPO V oat * DUPLICATION IN PAL & NTSC 


with FREE time base correction 
* 8mm FILM CONVERTED TO VIDEO TAPE 
* LOW LOW RATES * SAME DAY SERVICE 
* FRIENDLY, HELPFUL STAFF 
Telephone: David Weaver on 


01-870 5558 =m 


or write to: 
VAS, 130 Brookwood Rd., London SW18 5DD. 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 


DIGITAL STANDARDS 
CONVERSION 


American (NTSC) to British (PAL) 
VHS TO VHS 


= 


London N11 1BA 


Specialists in standard conversions 
NTSC, PAL & SECAM. 
TELECINE 9.5 standard 8, super 8 & 
16mm & 35mm. Competitive rates, 
professional filming on U-matic 
equipment. Weddings a speciality. 
Recommended by Vogue magazine. 
4 Locket Mews 01-863 8864 
Locket Road 01-863 8072 

Harrow, Middlesex 
HA3 7LY: Telex 916196 


£15 per type, any length. 
£5 per extra copy. 

All prices include tape & p&p 
Tel. 0602 703357 

or write to: Video Services Dept. 
J.F. ELECTRICAL LTD. 
93B Forest Road West, 

Nottingham NG7 4ER 


ision Enterprise 
EE — nA 
YOUR SPECIAL | 
[= = OCCASION RECORDED ——| 
|_-—_~ WITHOUT INTRUSIONS ~~ __] 


VERNON J. LOWE M.Inst V. 
0179/01/GW 

All your favourite cine films, slides or photos 

onto VHS video tape: St. 8, Super 8 or 16mm. 


ADVERTISERS: 
TO BE 
FEATURED IN 
THE CLASSIFIED 
SECTION OF 
THE U.K.’s 
LEADING VIDEO 
MAGAZINE 
PHONE 
MARK PIVARO 
ON 
01-485 0011 


ALLen Vineo Service 


Standard 8, Super 8 & 9.5mm transferred onto 
VHS or BETA, 400ft £16.80, inc. VAT. Music & 
Video Tape 16mm & 35mm slides also. 

VHS & LOW BAND EDITING FACILITIES 
BILL ALLEN, THE OLD VICARAGE, 
ARCHER PARK, MIDDLETON, 
MANCHESTER M24 4AH. 

Tel: 061 643 8479 


CINE FILM TRANSFER ONTO 

VIDEO. ..£15 PER HOUR OF FILM 

VHS/BETA/VIDEO 8 gy 
& UHMATIC 


™ CLAPPERS VIDEO o 


= PRODUCTIONS ‘= 


11 THE MEADE. CHORLTONVILLE 
MANCHESTER M21 2FA 
TEL: 061 881 8185 ANYTIME 
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WHAT VIDEO? READER CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


SEDO IMAL deni 


To place your advertisement in this section complete the coupon below 


JVC 5100E SEMI-PRO CAMERA, Canon 10x 
variable speed zoom, 1” tube, excellent colour/ 
resolution + flight case. £550, possible exchange 
prof. portable recorder. Telephone 043786 294. 
SONY MACRO V8-AF CAMCORDER 11 months 
old. Specially converted to macro like V7-AF by 
Sony. Selling due to financial problems. £695. Tel. 
Southport 0704 37833. 

CANON VC30E: Ultimate(?) traditional camera, 
with case, £599 o.n.o. Also many extras if re- 
quired. Phone for details: Hitchin, Herts, Tel. 0462 
51158 evenings/weekends. 

U-MATIC HIGH GRADE TAPES KCS20's, most 
Sony. Used once only. Bargain 10 for £30, 20 for 
£55, 30 for £80. Tel. 01-894 2785. 

PROFESSIONAL CAMERA JVC BY-110, micro- 
phone, case, £5,000+ new, excellent condition, 
£2,850. 20 used full-size U-matic cassettes, 10, 20, 
30 minutes, £20. Tel. Eversley (0734) 733018. 

JVC U-MATIC PORTABLE RECORDER GR4400E 
model with battery charger, £500. Phone 01-661 
9152. 

PANASONIC NV180B + accessories £475. Canon 
VC20 + VR10 camera recorder + accessories, 
£375. Pan TC30 3” monitor television, £150. Also 
battery belts, lights, mics and more. Tel. Adrian, 
evenings 049481 6395. 

PANASONIC HVP-200E CAMERA, 350 lines reso- 
lution, autofocux, 8x zoom, titles, stop watch, 
posi/neg, macro, including carry case. Immacu- 
late, £400 o.n.0. Videomatte 100 and Sony Clip on 
Tie Mic £50. Tel. 0294 218196. 

SONY ACCESSORIES, Sony V8AF hard case £40, 
Sony 400P 6 hour nicad battery belt, cost £220, 
sell £99, Sony HVL500 video light £35, Sony ANS- 
33 RF unit £20, Sony DCP85 DC adaptor £22, Sony 
Watchman rechargeable with mains adaptor £85. 
Please phone 041-423 6584 anytime. 

FERGUSON 3V52 PORTABLE VIDEO + tuner and 
case, with Ferguson 3V20 camera (6x zoom lens). 
Video in mint condition, hardly used. £495 cash. 
Tel. 061-688 0123. 

DAMAGED CANON VN-E1 suitable spares/repair. 
Offers? Phone 0903 815279. 

JVC 2650, £250. Sony Fi timer £175, JVC S100E 
camera £325. Other misc. items, leads, adaptors 
etc from £1. Batteries £20. Tel. Bristol 0272 266555 
after 6 pm. 

SONY SLF1 RECORDER, TIF1 tuner charger, 
remote control Sony 4000P colour camera, bat- 
tery, carrying cases, extension cable, boom mic, 
instructions. £480 0.v.n.o. Bargain, good condition. 
Tel. Folkestone 0303 77341. 

HITACHI SK31 three tube camera, Fuginon TU21 
1:1.7 9-126x2 lens, Genlock adaptor and case, 
£3,200. Tel. Heywood 624737. 

GXN70E THREE HOUR BATTERIES, car adaptor, 
Sony lens adaptor, carrying case, HRSIOEK. All 
mint condition. Also two half hour batteries. £900 
including TJS10K. Tel. 091-417 2249. 
PANASONIC M3 full-size VHS Camcorder. Lots of 
accessories, mint condition and reasonably priced 
at £750. Updating equipment, hence quick sale. 
Tel. Mr Kerr, 0602 392199 days only. 


PROFESSIONAL VHS EDIT SUITE, time base 
corrector, JVC pro cameras, Genlock, Sony SEG 
etc. Complete studio for quick sale, training given 
if required. Tel. 0332 360353. 

SONY SLF1 RECORDER, TTF! tuner, £200. Tel. day 
(Dunstable) 0582 663501, eve. 0525 220392. 

JVC KY1900 3 tube professional camera, a/c 
adaptor, battery leads, case. Bargain £995. 
BR6200E stereo portable recorder, a/c adaptor/ 
charger, leather case, two batteries. Bargain 
£595. Tel. 0737 359887. 

PANASONIC NVMC5 complete with all accesso- 
ties in manufacturers case. One year old. Extra 
battery. Excellent condition, £650. Reason for sale 
updating equipment. Tel. 0895 33015. 
PANASONIC WVPOGIE semi-pro camera, 
Genlock, 12:1 zooom, titling, custom case, JVC 
HR-S10EK VHS recorder, batteries, case, + TV, 
S10EK tuner fits recorder, Slik tripod, complete kit 
£1,100, Tel. 01-828 5350. 

CANON VM -1EN full kit plus extra battery, soft 
carrying case, still under guarantee, excellent 
condition, £700 0.n.o. Tel. 061-962 6844. 

JVC GXN70 £395. Panasonic WVP200 (not F10), 
£395. Both have autofocus titling 2/3" tube 
Panasonic used only four times. Three reflecta 
1000W lights £70. Tel. 01-470 8511. 

SONY EVS800 digital hi-fi recorder, boxed, as new 
£725. Tel. 0272 564951 after 6 pm. 

PANASONIC WVP100E CAMERA, auto focus with 
Panasonic NV100 portable video recorder. Any 
reasonable offer not refused. Reason for sale: 
now have F10. Tel. 0204 399524 anytime. 

TV, ZOOM LENS, ‘Gosmicar’, 15mm-180mm, f1:1.9, 
12x motorised focusing and zooming, auto iris, C- 
mount. Mint condition. Made by Pentax makers. 
£450. Tel. 0329 232108. 

SONY EV-S700ES/UB Video-8 recorder with re- 
mote control, Excellent condition. £250. Tapes 
available. Phone evenings, Malmesbury (0666) 
824174. 

VHS PORTABLE JVC video outfit with Sony 3000P 
camera, includes hard case for camera and two 
batteries with charger. Only £475. Tel. 01-595 7253. 
SONY CCD V8AF CAMCORDER. Complete outfit 
with case plus camera jacket, all in absolute mint 
condition, original packings, little used, lovingly 
cared for, £675. Tel. 0342 833907. 

PANASONIC M3 full size VHS camcorder, many 
extras include two batteries, charger, tripod, lined 
adaptor, hard case, pro tapes, cables, £875. Tel. 
0942 810391 anytime. 

PANASONIC NV-65H SLIMLINE VHS hi-fi stereo 
recorder, boxed as new. Sanyo VTC M40 Beta hi- 
fi stereo recorder, offers. Tel. Wokingham (0734) 
791573. 

3V41 FERGUSON CAMCORDER, complete in hard 
case with high capacity battery and edit leads. 
Still under warranty, £450. Tel. 01-517 6752. 
JVC-GRC.1 (SABA) CAMCORDER out fit in hard 
case: battery charger, TV modulator, 2 batteries, 
6 tapes, a.c. power adaptor, cassette adaptor, 
enhancer. Little used, £400. Phone: Sheffield 
(0742) 460533. 


PANASONIC VW-ET180 = TUNER/TIMER, 
Panasonic NV-180B recorder case, Panasonic 
WVP-A2E camera auto focus, title generator. All 
in excllent condition. £850. Tel. 01-540 9333 9 to 5 
pm. 

SONY CCD-M8E HANDYCAM, EVA 300 remote 
control recorder £450. No offers. Ferguson 3C02 
camera, unused, guaranteed, £180. Wanted older 
VHS camera £100 or under. Tel. 080 83 353. 
SONY CCD V8AF CAMCORDER, case, accesso- 
ries, two batteries, uni-mic, ten tapes, all in mint 
condition, £750. Tel. 01-777 5495. 

PANASONIC COMPLETE OUTFIT, NV180B re- 
corder, VW-ET180 tuner-timer, F10 camera, VX99 
Sansui audio-vision mixer, all mint condition. 
£1,900 0.n.0., will split. Tel. 01-364 1958 after 7.00 
pm. 

JVC CAMERA GX-N70E with HR-S10EK recorder, 
extension camera cable, battery pack & charger, 
AC power pack and carrying cases. Excellent 
condition £900 the lot. Also JVC Camera GX-N70E 
with extension cable in flight case. Excellent 
condition £550. 2 Slik SL 67 tripods £50 each. Tel. 
Hythe (0303) 62322. 

JVC GZ S5E OUTFIT complete, camera-recorder, 
character generator, a.c. adaptor, charger etc. 
Bilora tripod included, in fitted flight cases. Near 
mint condition, £600 or close. Tel. 01-994 5752 day, 
01-904 5074 evenings (West London). 

SONY PROFESSIONAL CAMERA, Umatic porta- 
ble, Panasonic 6400B, new VHS portable, one 
hour Umatic tapes, Philips 2000 recorder. Private 
sale. Tel. evenings 01-647 75241. 

PANASONIC NV180B portable video, accesso- 
ries, as new, £500. Canon VR30B clone NV180B 
accessories £425. Canon semi-pro VC30 camera 
£495. Wanted Sony TV camcorder. Tel. evening 
0536 510837. 

SIMA RADIO MICROPHONE, tie-pin mic and 
receiver to plug into camera. Complete with case. 
Hardly used, £40. Tel. Basingstoke (0256) 476244 
evenings. 


FERGUSON 3C03 VHS-C camcorder outfit. - 


Autofocus, complete with case and accessories. 8 
months old, Boxed, as new. Cost £1,200, accept 
£600. Tel. 0428 714245 (Surrey). 

CANON ACCESSORIES, BP-E4 high capacity bat- 
tery (90 mins) £25, Canon HC-E1 hard case £45, 
wide conv lens WC46 £25, SSE1 shoulder strap 
£7, master care (Dixon's) 18 month service 
contract for any Canon VME! camcorder (trans- 
ferable) £45. Please phone 041-423 6584. 
TELECINE PANASONIC WV-J20AE£100. 
Videotronic wide generator and sound mixer 
£100. Videotronic paintbox PBX-1 £50 or the lot 
£200. Tel. Crowthorne (0344) 779455 24 hours. 
PANASONIC SEMI-PRO CAMERA, autofocus, 
power zoom, WVP A2E 7 colour titles, 7 lux, pos- 
neg select, time date stop watch, fade, £400 o.n.0. 
Phone 0932 784082. 

PORTABLE VIDEO OUTFIT, Sharp 2300H mains/ 
battery recorder which doubles as a home 
recorder and Ferguson 3V20A camera, £250. 
Telephone Peter on Stafford (0785) 48423. 


CANON VME1 V8 CAMCORDER with 2 year 
Dixon's warranty, £550. JVC VHS-C GRC7 
Camcorder £600 0.n.0. Panasonic M5 VHS 
Camcorder £650 o.n.o. Sony V8AF Camcorder 
£580. Sony Pro V200 £1,400 no offers. Panasonic 
MC5 VHS-C £600. Please phone 041-423 6584 
anytime. 

VIDEO RECORDER, JVC HR7350EK stereo, top 
loader, remote control, audio dub on Ch 1. New 
video heads fitted + overhauled. Can deliver Kent 
area. £165. Tel. 0304 822393. 

SONY PRO V100 CAMCORDER plus spare battery. 
Excellent condition. £1,000! Phone during office 
hours, Monday-Friday, 058-086 767. 

PANASONIC WVP200E CAMERA, power zoom, 
auto focus, titles in seven colours, £400. Canon 
VR30 (NV180) 4 head portable recorder, batteries, 
charger, case, £400. Exchange for camcorder. Tel. 
04892 3378. 

SONY F1 RECORDER, TTF! tuner/timer, IR re- 
mote, ACF1 charger, battery, 12V car cord, 
VMC330 A/V lead, carry handle, Sony 3000P 
camera and ext. leads, all boxed, in excellent 
condition. £595. Telephone: (0202) Bournemouth 
767771. 

IMPROVE YOUR IMAGE with a JVC KY1900E 3- 
tube camera, Panasonic AG-6400 portable VCR, 
Remu Pro-2 power belt plus m/units, mint condi- 
tion, £2,550. Phone 0473 53454. 

COMPLETE VIDEO PRODUCTION OUTHIT includ- 
ing Panasonic G1 camera, NV-180 recorder, S1 
mixer, colour monitor, lighting leads etc. All boxed 
£2,400, will separate. Tel. 0203 643057. 

SONY CCDV100 PRO with carrying and accesso- 
ries. Excellent. condition. Little used, £900. Tel. 
09074 4951 after 6.00 pm. 

OLYMPUS PORTABLE VIDEO SYSTEM VX-303-E 
camera, VC-101-E/B recorder, a/c adaptor and full 
range of accessories. £550 0.n.o, Call Addleston 
01-328 0410 (day), 01-624 6227 (evenings) (Swiss 
Cottage). 

SONY V8AF OUTHIT, good condition, £450 0.n.o. 
Sony C9 stereo Betamax with 10 3 hour tapes. 
Excellent condition £200 (no remote). Sony ef- 
fects generator. Bargain £35. Tel. 051 334 7509. 
SONY U-MATIC VD-3800 recorder + DXC1640 
camera, a.c. adaptor/charger £875. Sony 2630 U- 
matic recorder £400. Sony 1810 recorder £90. 
220" b/w monitors £60 pair. Tel. 01-558 8161 or 
01-558 7557 (London). 

JVC KY1900 3 tube camera £1,350. Also EFP kit 
above £300. JVC 4400 U-matic portable £475. Tel. 
01-863 9430. 

PIONEER VED-70 8mm VCR. Sony EV700 clone. 
Excellent picture quality and superb digital ste- 
reo. Audio dub. Nine months old. Mint. £250. Tel. 
0642 583075. 

SONY SBV4 VIDEO, audio selector with 4 inputs 
and 3 outputs. Mint condition. Little use. Still 
boxed £145. Tel. 0282 27380 after 6 pm. 

SONY HVS-2000P CAMERA selector, £60, HVM- 
100CE b&w camera, £80, HVC-2000P video camera 
with carry case £150. All boxed, as new. Tel. 0483 
62772. 


SELLING OR BUYING secondhand i 
video gear? Use our Reader 
Bargains section — just £2.50 for u 
to 25 words (one insurtion|. 
Complete the form in BLOCK 
CAPITALS (include your contact § 
phone number or address), make 
your cheque/P.O. payable to ‘WV 
Publications Ltd’, and send to: 
Reader Classified, What Video, 57- 


See 
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BROUGHTON RADIO LTD Introducing anew name in video... CRESTA 


Introduce the NEW 


Canon E70 


8mm VIDEO CAMERA & RECORDER 


vs 2000 
CRESTA 


For many years GRESTA have been famous for their film and sound synchronisation 
equipment. . . 

Now GRESTA have designed a new unit specifically for use by video film makers 
operating on a limited budget . . . 

Introducing the CRESTA Vs 2000 package. 

The VS BQ00 package enables you to lift-off original sound from your favourite 
video, add‘effects, music and commentary, then lay back the completed sound track 
with ease and simplicity of operation and in perfect synchronisation with your pictures 
onto the video tape. 

Each package consists of the VS 2000 unit and a choice of Fostex or Tascam multi- 
track cassette recorders, which are specially adapted by Cresta for use with the VS 


%* Sleek, lightweight design (only 1-1kg) 
% High speed shutter 
%& 6x power zoom 


Phone us for details on: 


01-669 1155 


Or call in for a demonstration at: 


BROUGHTON RADIO LTD., 


78 Woodcote Road, Wallington, Surrey. 


100. 
The VS 2000 also locks the audio recorder to your video system during sync-playback 
video filming . . . the professional way to film musical items . . . 
and allows you to copy sound tracks from machine to machine . . . while still retaining 
synchronisation. . . 
and, by using the Cresta VS 2000 Crystalpulse unit oreo extra), during single or 
multi camera video filming, you can do away with interconnecting sync cables 
between audio and video recorders for cable-free separate sound-sync recording. 
The VS 2000 may be mains powered (220 and 110 volt models available) or used with 
a separate battery pack or car battery during location operation. 
Recorders may be either battery or mains operated. 


For further details of CRESTA VS 2000 unit send s.a.e. to 
CRESTA ELECTRONICS LTD 

52 WATLING STREET 

RADLETT WD7 7NN 


A LIGHTER LIGHT 
FROM REFLECTA dawsons 


Seeped Si piel pip and taackrt 
~t The 
Video 8 Specialists 


* Full range of Sony 8mm camcorders 
on demonstration 


0% Finance 
on selected models 


FONVAYOAEd HOT MA 


A newly developed reflector system 
inside the 3002 obtains optimum i 
performance from a 300W halogen lamp, eliminating the | ee 
need for a conventional cooling fan. This breakthrough } 

in design not only keeps the size down to just 

6"x3"3” to match todays 

N compact cameras, but also the 
X guide selling price to 


around £59. ij See : 
%, OX ‘New battery % (Very limited supplies reserve yours now) 
¢ &, version also 
%. Sg available. 
= 


c} 


SS «SAVE £5 | 


Ss My AN EXTRA 


*% Large stock 8mm of accessories 
% Part exchange welcome 
%& Many used models available 
* Mail order simply quote visa 


, (6) 
S. 5 “e \ WHEN YOU PRESENT THIS VOUCHER AND or access number for 
'O". © BUY ANY . ‘ 
0%; immediate free despatch. 
» %,0 


. Sreflecta 
~  O® 


VIDEO LIGHT] 


os io am aN From your dealer before 31/9/88 
Ly ns %@) *" to dealers. Credit will only be givenff 


dawsons, 23 Seamoor Rd, Westbourne. 


ff replacement orders received by 
30/10/88. One voucher per purchase. jj 


Bournemouth 2 (0202) 764965 
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AND SO a fond farewell to the 
famed old Leather Lane office. 

The UK’s biggest circulation 
video mag, got just too big. VCRs 
and camcorders crowded the 
shelves, heaps of editorial copy 
cut out the sunlight, dust lay 
heavy on the ground and lo, it 
was time to move on. 

‘Go forth unto Camden’ said a 
voice (it was the publisher). And 
wearily they trooped north to 
their promised home and 
behold, it was big. 

Big offices, big kitchen and 
even a big test lab. 

And as they basked in the 
glory of their new found land, the 
Editor came down from the 
skylight and said unto his 
followers: 

‘Get on with some work.’ 
Business as usual. 

The European launch of S-VHS 
by JVC in Munich (see News) 
fortuitously coincided with the 
finals of football’s European 
championship, sponsored by... 
JVC. The company managed to 
get some tickets, even for the 
English contingent, to watch a 
superb game in the fabulous 
Olympic stadium. 

Highlight of the event was our 
party being led by a ‘tour guide’ 
waving a red JVC flag to point 
the way. This provoked a small 
army of orange-painted Dutch 
fans to start up a chant of ‘Phi- 
lips, 1, 2, 3 — Phi-lips, 1, 2, 3’. 
We would have replied but 
there were more of them than 
US iss 

JVC then hosted a ‘small party’ 
in the Munich Hofbrauhaus for 
800 dealers and a few press. We 
nearly took the roof off with a 
series of ‘wave’ chants which 
seemed to delight our hosts — 
or perhaps they were just being 
polite. 

True to form for the English 
abroad, one of the Brits 
grabbed the microphone to shout 
‘Give us a J, give us a C, give us 
a V. What have you got?’ A new 
video company by the sound of 
Hosa 

Mitsubishi also played around 
with more S-VHS this month, by 
filming lunatic antics in mini 
powerboats by some crazed 
journalists in deepest Fairford. 

The results from a 37in. screen 
were more impressive for their 
quality on screen than the driving 
skills on the water, with short cuts 
across an island, deliberate wake 
creation to throw off chasing 
boats, and some interesting 
choices of route around a very 
simple course. 

Then Mitsubishi gave us all a 
ride in the back of its sponsored 
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300hp, 100mph racing 
powerboat, piloted by British 
champion Tony Williams, to 
sober us all up. So that’s why they 
dressed us in team overalls with 
tight-fitting ankles: better than 
bicycle clips... 

The Government proposal to 
banish all video recordings after 
28 days have elapsed has 
created panic among some of 
our law-abiding readers. 
(Whisper it soft but you're not 
supposed to tape anything at all.) 

Will the ‘watch-by’ date be 
backdated? Will there be video 
traffic wardens, clamping your 
VCR if you refuse to scrub your 
archives? Will there ever be a 
sillier idea? Don't bet on it... 

You know how annoying it is 
to realise the next day that you 
meant to record something last 
night but forgot about it? How 
about a VCR with a gigantic 
bubble memory that would 
automatically record all the 
previous 24 hours of telly on all 
channels and then if you wanted 
something, it would still be 
available. This one could run 
and run... 


A DAY on the Thames with 
Hitachi was timetabled for the 
lucky WHAT VIDEO scribe who 
didn’t get the short straw 
assignment with TDK — a mind 
numbing seminar about the 
puzzling properties of video tape. 

Deputy Ed Steve May bravely 
bypassed the nautical option and 
soon found himself in a 
conference room emptying 
quicker than the House Of 
Commons at opening time. 

It was staffman lan Campbell 


The flip side of 
WHAT VIDEO 


who got piped aboard the 
Hitachi launch. Expecting to be 
confronted with the new VME- 
600 camcorder and a stack of 
blanks, he was surprised to see 
that the only model onboard 
was without a plug for the mains 
adaptor and without a single 
blank tape. 

This doesn’t look too much 
like hard work’ thought Campbell. 
And sure enough a pleasant 
afternoon was spent meandering 
down the river, sipping beer and 
watching Wimbledon. 

Meanwhile, Stevie rapidly 
became WV's expert on Super 
Avilyn particles and lubricity. He 
returned to the office oozing new 
levels of techno-jargon. Talking 
fondly of frictional drag, we 
thought he was having problems 
with his summer dress. 


CYNICISM CONTINUES to 
collect around the concept of 
CDV; not helped by the massive 
kick in the groin received by 
compact discs in general. 
Comments from Nimbus 
Records, amongst others, suggest 
a limited lifespan of just eight 
years because of aluminium- 
eating ink that rots the surface of 
CDs, rendering the disc 
unplayable. 

Philips has responded by re- 
iterating its claim that the ‘music 
is safe for posterity’ but concedes 
that some companies-might cut 
corners in the lacquering stage. 

To find out if your CD 
collection is a victim of cost- 


Alfred Hitchcock ponders the fate 
of Frenzy — hacked by the British 
video censors. 
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cutting production... wait eight 
years. 

Despite the question marks 
raised about longevity, the format 
continues to march forward in 
Japan. 

The CD-Graphics Decoder, 
from JVC, is an add-on adaptor 
delivering an on-screen display 
which can be used with the 
majority of CD players equipped 
with digital output terminals. 

In the Karaoke bars of Japan, 
they are already displaying lyrics 
for a drunken singalong. It 
would seem a likely add-on to 
the spec of CD Video should it 
ever arrive. 


EMBARRASSED LOOKS around 
the W office when judging the 
MSD Phenomenal World 
competition. 

Who set question three and 
what was the correct answer? 

A quick chat with our Ad 
Director/geography graduate, 
and we discovered that the 
Easter Islands are in the Pacific. 
At least that’s where we hope 
they are. 

Smarter by far is Chris Green 
from Amesbury who walks away 
with the full set of eleven videos. 
The runners up will receive their 
individual tapes shortly: A. Ciarlo 
(Woking), W. Chown 
(Hartlepool), K. McCormack 
(Sheffield), R. G. Currie 
(Lancaster), D. Williams 
(Sheffield), R. Whitehead 
(Rustington), D. G. Henders 
(Bude), A. Smith (Bedford), J. 
Griffin (Chalfont St-Giles), A. 
Woodward (Northampton), J. 
Vine (Stockport). 

Meanwhile the three big 
league prize winners can begin 
clearing some’ space for their 
prizes. First up is Mr D. Thorne 
from North Devon, now the 
proud owner of that Akai TV and 
video combination. 

Mario Buchta from Warwick 
came up trumps with Minolta 
and wins the fabulous C1-E 
camcorder, while the smart 
Ferguson FCO5 (Camcorder User) 
has found a home with J. B. 
Slater in Reading... 

Censorship goes crazy, part 
85: The BBFC, in all its wisdom 
has decided to cut chunks out of 
Hitchcock film classic, Frenzy, 
because ‘it is too close to a 
recent spate of real-life railway 
murders’. 

This kind of absurd paranoia 
begs a whole host of questions. 

What happens to The Poseidon 
Adventure post-Zeebrugge and 
Rambo after Hungerford? 

And where will it all end?... 
perhaps just about here O 
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any video recorders offer you 
mastery over time. ® The power to 
rearrange broadcasters’ schedules. > 
But what use is that if you don’t have 
mastery over the controls? P Let's face 
it, we all set our VCR's in a last minute 
rush. ® And some make you feel like 
you're wrestling with a particularly 
difficult piece of late Rachmaninov on 
a twelve-inch keyboard. ® Not so the 
VR6670. P It uses state-of-the-art elec- 


tronics to flash up on the TV screen 


PHILIPS 
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MASTERY 


THE PHILIPS VR6670 
VIDEO RECORDER GIVES 
YOU THE BEST 
IMAGE REPRODUCTION... 
WITH STATE-OF-THE-ART 
SIMPLE PROGRAMMING. 


a step-by-step guide to what you're 
doing. ® There's even an L.C.D. display 
on the remote control. P In this way 
you can select up to a month's worth 
of viewing. P You can even give 


‘standing orders’ to tape, say, Dallas 


PHILIPS 


every week. P® Of course, this is only 
useful if it's at the service of great 
picture technology. ® The VR6670 has 
a 3 video head system for perfectly 
sharp pictures, ‘perfect still’ and ‘super 
slow motion.’ ® There are so many 
VCR's to choose from you may well 
be confused. ® With the state-of-the- 
art simplicity of the Philips VR6670 


your choice is truly simplified. P 


TAKE A CLOSER LOOK 


AICO 


| INTERNATIONAL 


Aset of 6 filters. 


CAMCORDER FVC-P801 


The complete Fisher Camcorder 
production set from AICO 


The Fisher FVC P8671 is a lightweight, 
8mm compact Camcorder that is 
currently being offered complete 
with a host of useful extras at no 
extra cost. 

The 1/1500th of a 
second, ultra high speed shutter 
ensures blur-free slow motion 
and still pictures, while Fisher 
digital auto focus system allows 
you to ‘point and shoot’ to 


capture those fleeting magic 7 Ne bh Da be 
moments in pin sharp ‘ \e >) tan | 
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accuracy. 
A 6x power zoom lens can 
be operated, manually or 
by the in-built power 
system. Either way smooth, 
progressive results are 
obtained. Macro (close up) 
shooting can also be achieved 
up to an incredible 5mm from 
the lens! a 
Complete with the Camcorder ars eit, ; rh SOU 
is a Slik, lightweight and versatile . \ 
Cameraman tripod, a wide angle tele 
lens set and a series of 6 filters anda 
Robust attaché style carrying case. 


Available from the following 


dealers and stockists: 
Camera House, 37-38 Canon Street, 
Birmingham, B2 5EH 

Camera Centre, 13-15 Morgan Arcade, 
Cardiff. Tel: (0222) 394182 

LJ Rutter, 17 The Brittox, Devizes, 
Wiltshire, SN10 1AdJ. Tel: (0380) 6059. 
Walwins, 45 Southgate Street, Gloucester 
Tel: (0452) 29641 

Audiographic 16-17 Church Street 
Hereford HR1 2LR. Tel: (0432) 59241. 


Prism Cameras, Newton Court, Huntingdon, 
Cambridgeshire. Tel: (0480) 414444, 
King's Lynn Camera Centre, 42 New Conduit 
Street, King's Lynn. Tel: (0553) 773638. 
Markwell Electronics, 76 Leicester Road, 
Wigston, Leicester. Tel: (0533) 882758. 
Mistrys Hi-Fi, 14 High Street, Mkt. Harborough 
Leicester, LE16 7NuJ. Tel: (0858) 67008. 
Gemini Photographic, 222 Fortis Green Road, 
Muswell Hill, London N10. Tel: (01) 883 6152 
Cameracraft Ltd, 446 Green Lanes, Palmers 
Green, London N13. Tel: (01) 886 6828. 
Norwich Camera Centre Ltd, 20 White Lion 
Street, Norwich, NR2 1QB. 

Tel: (0603) 612537. 

ENL Audio Visual, 116/118 Alfreton Road, 
Nottingham, NG7 3NS. Tel: (0602) 784015. 

N R Green, 247 Ashley Road, Parkstone, 
Poole, Dorset. Tel: (0202) 744997. 

Knowle Photographic, 1703 High Street, 
Knowle, Solihull, B93 OLN. Tel: (05645) 4903. 
Peter Rogers (Photographic) Ltd, The Camera 
Shop, Mill Street, Stafford. Tel: (0785) 223810 
Gregsons, 59 Outram Street, 
Sutton-in-Ashfield, Notts. Tel: (0623) 553885. 
Great Western Cameras Ltd, 49 The Arcade, 
Brunel Centre, Swindon, Wilts. 

Tel: (0793) 37436. 

Studio Five, 12 Bridge Street, Thetford, 
Norfolk. Tel: (0842) 2265. 

Photomecca, 3-3a Farmers Fold, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 3NU. 

5 Tel: (0902) 713630. 

Fotografix, 132 Bridge Street, 

Worksop, Notts. Tel: (0909) 472248. 


The additio 
tele lens set. 


The Versatile and 
lightweight Slik 
Cameraman tripod. 


